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Henry Ford’s ‘inn-put’ makes a difference

Editor's note: This is the fifth in
A series of cxcerpts from the
book, “Mare Than A Tavern —
150 Years of Botsford Inn,” pub-
fished by the Botsford Inn in coop-
eration with the Farmington Hills
H:slupca! Commission, 1986, as «
Sesquicentennial tribute fo Michi-
aan’s longest su reiring hostelry.
By Joan M. Fox
speclal writer

Botsford was the sccond fan to
catch {Henry) Ford's fancy. In 1923
he had purchased the Red Lion Inn
at Sudbury, Mass., and was [n the
process of restoring it. This famous
New England inn had been the set-
ting for Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low's *Tales of a Wayslde Inn,” and
Ford re-christened It with this title.
Restoration was elegant and in keep-
ing with the valuable and notably ap-
propriate old time furnishings.

Ford imrediately moved Bots-
ford back 200 {cct, and the highway
was widened.

Restoration was painstaking and
thorough.

“The Botsford Tavern was in
very good shape to look at from
the outside,” recalied Edward J.
Cutler, who was in charge of
building design and reconstruc-

tion at Greenfield Village under
the direct supervision of Ford.

“ft stood right next to the road.
The first thing we did was pick it
up and move it two hundred feet
back from the road. Of course,
sinee then they have made a dou-
ble roud of Grand River, so it
pushes the building a litile closer
to the street than it was intended
tobe”

Frank Botsford was with the
builders all the time during the re-
construction. “It was a matter of re-
pairing it, fixing it up, and of course
we extended the back end of the ball
room. We made it bigger than It was,
It was just a reconstructlon job,”
Cutler recalled [n 1932, “We made
the dining room larger and we added
a more modern Kitchen.”

THE RESTORATION was to be a
“storchouse of the past,” Ford said,
The walls of the ballroom were to be
hung with many curlous old )lustrat-
ed cavers of pleces of dance musie,
dating from the early Victorian peri-
od, from the days of hoop skirts, the
days of the gallop and the whirling
waltz, the days when the skirt move-
ment of the Varsovienne and the Ma-
zurka first enchanted American
dancers.

Above the mustc platform in the

ballrcom hung an old print of the
Arkansas Traveler.

Ford, who was an avid square
dancer, must have been entranced
with the ballrcom which the Inn con.
tained. Square dancers like a good
“bounce” to their floor when they're
dancing. So Ford set about assurlng
the “bounce.” He put in a suspended
floor, renavating the one he and
Clara had enjoyed. put together with
special gaskets under each wooden
peg. The “bounce”, square dancers
say with a gleam in their eye, Is ter-
rifie.”

“The bailroom floor ... we
made a particularly good job on
that. We put @ maple floor in
there. The random width was two
inches thick . . ., It was a beanti-
Sul floor, and a lovely floor to
dance on. Mr. and Mrs, Ford had
sereral dances up there

The ballroom was almost doubled
In size. Origlrally about 30 x 50 feet,
it now, under Ford's cagte eye, be-
came 30 x 80. Other pictures were
offered, showlng how the Inn would
look. A circular chandelier set com-
plete with camphene tamps, “those
dangerous, oft-exploding illumi-
nants,” was planned.

“For this hotel is not only older
than the electric light, it Is older

than the kerosene lamp. The kero- One thing which Ford

the grounus,

sene lamps which stand in brackets
here and there about the old hostelry
are a part of the later furnishings,”
Frank Botsford told reporters.

RECONSTRUCTION INCLUDED
sprucing up the living room and tap
room, as wetl as restorlng the origi-
nal old kitchen fireplace. In an ad-
joining room (now the Stephen Jenn.
ings Room) Ford wanted panelling,
with beautlful woodworking to set
off the smoked-wood fInish he want-
ed on the paneding, an unusual tech-
nlque was used. Ford had a planta-
tlon In the South where meats were
smoked. Why not, he reasoned, dark-
en the panelling and cure the wood
the same way you did hams?

So the room was panciled in pine,
which Is soft wood and absorbent;
then corn cobs were brought In,
dumped into barrels, and a fire lit
under the cobs. n the barrels
were emitting a soft smoke. The
room was scaled off (there was a
fireplace at one end to carry off the
excess fumes) and the corn cobs In
the barrels smoked for several days.
The fumes colored and penetrated
the pinewood of the panelling, giving
the decp rich permancent hue, and no
doubt flavaring the wood as well.

was the discovery In the Inn of what
was termed “the largest collection of
Hitchcock chatrs tn Amerlca.” There
were 80 of them, in the ballrcom.
Ford immediately took them to
Greenfield Vidlage for use there, sub-
stituting reproductlon  Hltchcocks
{which were crafted at {he Village)
at Botsford Inn. . . .

Ford added modern conveniences,
clectrified the kitchen, refurblshed
the exterior and furnished the Inn
with many of the antiques he fa-
vored. A gleaming white pleket
fence now surrounded the property;

briefl
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G PREVIEW RECEPTION

As part of their fund-raising ef-
forts, the Plymouth Symphony
League is offering tickets to a pre-
view reception for the Jeague's annu-
al antique mart beld in connection
with the annual Plymouth Fall Fes.
tival.

A $10 donation covers a wine and
tor d'ocuvres reception from 8-10
pm. Thursday, Sept. 4 in the Plym-
outh Cultural League, 525 Farmer
Street. It also gives participants the
opportunity to shop and purchase
items before the show opens to the
general public. Reservations are re-
quired and the deadline is tomorrow.
Call Marge Rourke, 420-2099.

© INN ARTS AND CRAFTS

The Dearborn Inn will host the
Dearborn Arts and Crafts Club Show
on the grounds of the historic proper-
ty from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Suiurday,
Sept. 6. and Sunday, Sept. 7. The
show features a variety of works in
the following media: watercolors,
oils, pastels, pen and ink, pottery,
china painting and weaving. There is
no admission charge. For more In.
formation, call Charles Frendo, 277-

6995. The Dearborn Inn is at 20301
Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn,

© ART ON THE GREEN

‘The Franklin Communlty Associa-
tion’s 42nd annual Labor Day Round-
up will take place Labor Day in his-
toric Franklin Village, For the sixth
year, “Art on the Green™ will also be
part of the festivitles, This juried art
show will have over 60 local and out-
of-town artists participating. Other
highlights include a midway with
many games of chance; a horse
show; bake sale and contest; garden-
produce contest; plus cuisine de car-
nival. Fair hours are 10 am. and 6
pm.

© COBBLESTONE FARM
SHOW

The grounds of Ann Arbor's histor-
ic Cobblestone Farm will be the site
of a fine arts and crafts fair Friday-
Saturday, Sept. 6-7. Art work rang-
ing from pottery and photography to
country wood and teddy bears will
be displayed for sale by 50 of the
Midwest's leading artists and crafts.
men.

BEAUTIFUL HOMESITE
Overlooking Lake Huron

GHOICE 10-+ ACRES FOR SALE, TERMS AVAILABLE
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) il Telephone 561-4800
Beautiful 10+ wooded acres overlooking Lake Huron : : vierhane 06

with300(eet frontageon US-23runningbackquartermlle
to include frontage on Birchwood Rd., at Rogers City
(north of Alpena). Boat harbor and marina close by.
Terms available. Call for Informatlon. Owner, Realty
Dev. Co., 17373 12 Mile Rd., Lathrup Village, MI 48076,
(313) 559-6633 weekdays. After 6:30 p.m, (313) 647-8213.

3 BEDROOM WITH LARGE LOT. Completely rodoco-
rated and updated older homo on largo country slzo lot.
Immaculately clean, in move-in candltion. Appliances -
cluded. Better than renling! $74,900 477-1111
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BACKS TG COMMONS, tmmaculi

blo occupancy. $154,800 477-1%11

GROUND LEVEL CONDO. Immediate occupancy on this
1 bedroom ranch unit In very dealroblo complex. All
noutral docor. All appliances. Absolule movo-In condi-
tion. Pool, tennis, clubhouse & securlty gate. $79,800

don, temlly room with firoplace & wet bar, 181 tioor faun-

dry, formol dining room. Much upgrading and many ox-
tras. $143.900 477-111%

0 4 bedroom Colanl-
at on boaullful commona lot In Celony Park, Contral Alf
Itbrary, patio and many oxiras. Movesn condition, Floxi

TUDOR CHARM - Low yard malntenance. only 2 housos
trom Sylvan Loke front, Condo aftornative with Florlda
room. Pertoct for young professional. $88,000 681-5700

HOW 10 Byy

A HOME

SUPER STARTER HOME. Maintenance froa 3 bodroom,
1 both ranch, noutral docor. Fans In alf bodrooms - plus
attic fan and garago, $44,000 851-1800 (JAC}

.

hall car gorago. $61,500 477-1111
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BRICK RANCH WiTH 3 BEDROCMS, flalshod baso-
mont. Excollent conditlon, Fully carpoled. Cne & ona

ALTA LOMA TRI-LEVEL. In-law sulte or socond Maator
aulla In this floxiblo floor plan, Cloen, laviting home In

vory

$1308,800 851-1900 (SCH)

oron, noar

GE '5§0:2300° WESTUAND;326:2000 FARMINGTON 477-1111
i i

Free for you!

Invaluable buying and selling tips plus step-
by-step information on everything from
financing to closing on & new home!

Call any of the offices listed below for your
free copy!

CLASSIC FLOOR PLAN - Traffic pattorn Is porfoct for
targe famlly in this 4 bedroom colonlal, Antiqua Franch
doars highiight 1he formal living roem. Family room with
brick tireplace, $94,500 851-1300 {MID)

From $89,900
in West Bloomfield.

v Can you believe #t? Owtstanding o bedroom,

two bath condaminiums with stadio ceitir ik
Kitchens, oversized master bedroom suiles,
attached garages and more!

£
ATTRACTIVE AND DESIRABLE. Country-like setiing for
1his brick ranch. Homo has
tamlly room with bullt-In storage, Florlda room, ceniral
alr, 2 car garage, Klichon built-ins. Fireplaco In living

tended carefully by Ferd gardeners,
For Mrs. Ford, national presldent of
the Women's Farm and Garden As.
sociation, there was a lovely rose
garden, complele with authentic
Michigan stone walls to protect the
flowers froin streng Michigan winds,

©1986

Jean M. Fox, Furmington resi-
dent who is active in historical or-
ganizations at both the state and
county level, has wrilten three
bocks and many articles on local

history.

GE

CONDOMINIUM .~ ~ ., "
r' & Son Community Development -

1% batha, full basomont,

«.from Real Estate One

room, $78,900 559-2300

. BEAUTIFUL CONDO. Second Hoor, open floor plan
ovorlooking courtyard. Near ¢lubhouse nnd paot. Excel-
lent maintenance. Basement laundry (coln operated), 2
full baths, carport, amplo storago, $54,900 5592300

FREE TRAINING*
Pre-llcense classes
starting soon.

*small matorials foo ko

41988 sl Extate One, Ine.

R
CONTEMP INIAL - Lovely froed yard with
s1ono patle, farmal dining room, tiraptaca In famlly room
with cathodral colling. 4
$149,800 851+1900 (LAK}

NEUTRAL CONTEMPORARY COLONIAL. four bod-
rooms, nower carpeling, vorticals and levelor window
troaimonta. Excallent condition. Park-liko seting, gns
barbecus, good location. $79,900 644-4700

(s
PRIOE OF QWNERSHIP. Sharp 3 badroom contompo-
rary colonlal with noutral decor, bullt in oven and rango,
canirat vacuum, targa country kitchon, fin-
Ishod basement, Novl achools. $117,500 348-6430

) 4 el
COUNTRY IN THE CITY. Country setting mekos diving in
thla home soom liko vacation 1ima. Closa to Civie Con-
1or. 4 bodroom Colonlal, famity toom, lota ol storage, tull
basemont. $65,087 555-2300
ARMINGTON HILLS 851:1900 . LIVONIA 261-0700 PLYMOUTH/

aart e i

room Ronch Condo In Lakewoode Park Homos, Kitchon
doorwall. Dining room and fiving room comblinod, Priva-
cy tonco, $59,500 348-6430

s

1 potontint, Hard 10 find 3




