Try to improve nature’s artistry

ADMIRE ANIMALS. 1 love
their attitude toward life,

Take Tlffany, my standard

poodle, for example. Every

month or so I take her to the dog

jreomer. Andre bathes her, trlms

her and puls a ribbon or two on her

liead or ankles. Proudly, I announce

her arrival at home and she gets

loads of attention for about 19 min-

utes.

But once she's back at her old
stomplng ground — the backyard —
she will scout out either a moldy pile
of leaves, peat moss or the sand box
and proceed to roll in it. Then she'll
stand on the deck in all her new-
found glory: 60 pounds of poodle
with her pompons poofed, her rib-
bons gane and her newly colffed ex-
terlor covered with whatever she
chose to roll In. Then troiling into
the family room, she looks at me as
if to say, “Hey, dummy, I'm a dog.
What do you expect?”

As you may know by now, I truly
love nature. I am f; by its

The general balance and beauty of
nature calls Lo me like the spliritual
call to a minister.

THE REPRESENTATION of any
living thing, be it plant er animal, is
more challenging a subject to me
than any other. I particularly am in-
terested In making the subject ap-
pear as natural as possible. Thus
comes the lttle touch here and there
in a sketch or painting to add lfe to
it. Perhaps the addition of a highight
that wasn’t In the photo or apparent
on the model ar the climlnation of a
defect In the subject’s skin, fur or
color,

Let's look first at any forest or
group of trees to which there is an
overall beauty. A closer look reveals
the complexity and beauty of the In-
dividual trees, Some are outstanding
because of color, texture, slze or
symetry.

The symmetrlcal tree is beautiful
in its balance and p:':r[ccuun. The

Y
slmplicity and, with closer observa-
tlon, am in awe of its complexily.

A comment in David Messing's
column last week should have said
hie looks forward to being in a class
where he is a student and not the
teacher,

Quilt show to capture ‘Now and Then’

ical tree Is Inits
“felt” balance and indlviduallty. One
Is bristly and short yet another
catches our atiention because of its
smooth, whlte bark and slender
height,

How unllke the forest are the
feathers of a bird? Not that much,
There are downy, fuzzy feathers;
stubby, drab-colored feathers; and
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beautifully colored flight feathers,
The feathers around the head more
closely resemble hair than feather,

AND AGAIN, HOW unllke the
feathers is the halr on a wild
cougar? Downy seoft fur and hair on
his stomach, short tiny hair on hls
muzzle and around his eyes, long
coarse hair on his back and tail. And
5o it goes on and on. Bone structure,
halr color and texture, size and life
cycle — all these divide each anlmal
into thelr characteristlc species.

Flower petals, color size and tex-
ture, trce leaves, bark and overall
helght — all things characteristic,
all things lkewlse beautiful,

The nrusl:is responsibllity Is to

ant

the features that place their (suhjcct
within its particular family, group
phylum or specles. This is, of course,
in accordance with the artist’s level
of ability to accentuate the feature

or quallty that flrst inspired them
about the subject.

The artlst should alse abstract or
select which detalls to render and
which to teave out. Never be limited
by the particular model. By that I
mean if your particular model has a
broken feather, tooth or ta, flxit.

As I have mentloned here before,
vlewers rarely question a photo-
graph, but if any feature appears
inaccurate in art work, most viewers
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will comment on it — usually nega~
tively. So glve Ma Nature 2 helplng
hand when it’s nceded. Even if it's

only an occaslonal ribbon er pom-

n.
mDuv{d Messing has been an art

teacher for 10 years and operates
the Art Store and More in Livo-
nia. He welcomes comments and
questions from readers, These
can be directed to him in care of
this newspaper at 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.
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The Bir Bl Art s
{all exhibition calendar opens with a show of con-
temporary and traditional quiits. Entitled “Now
and "Then,” the presentation will begin with a pre-
vlew party 7:30-9:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 12, Tlckets
10 the preview are $5 for members and $7.50 for
non-members,

The show will continue through Oet. 11 at the
BBAA, 1516 S. Cranbrook, Birmingham. Hours are
9:30 a.en. 10 4:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
The event §s {ree to the public.

Curated by Merry Silber, the exhibltlon pays
tribute to Michigan’s. master quiltmaker and histo-
rian, Mary Schafer, Researching and collecting
quilts since 1940, Schafer has been acclalmed na-
tionwide for her crafted and conceptually rich de-
signs, and nominated to the Quilter’s Hall of
Fanie.

Thirteen of her select quilts will be hung with 13
vontemporary quilts by Gwen Marston and Joe
Cunningham, desciples of Mary Schafer and custo-
dlans of her collection.

Destgned and created especially for the BBAA
show, Martson’s and Cunningham's quilts were in-
spired by the Shafer collectlon. As such, thelr body
of work reflects many simltaritles while at the
same time producing original themes and motifs,

Professional quilkmakers, authors, lecturers and
teachers, Marsion and Cunningham have been

Rnaifie

warking together since 1979, In 1984 they conduct-
ed their {irst Beaver Island Qutit Retreat, provid-
ing the surroundlings of thelr lsland studio for so-
rious study.

clude a dofl quilt and stx posters,

Additlopally, lecturo tours of the show will be
canducted by Maraton and Cunningham at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 13, There is a $2 per person

A HIGHLIGHT OF the quitt will be
the rafiling of the 1865 “Blrds of Flght” quilt,
valued at $750, currently on view at the BBAA,
Addltlonal rafftes throughout the exhibition ine

charge. At 8 pm, Merry Stibor quilt exhibition

will Jaad a d! o and verbal ap-
praisal of your own quilt at no charge. Other walk.
through tours by Eiiber will be avallable during
the Jast two weeks of the show,
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common goal. CHAMBER! fop for
their ek(ra%?l‘:’fma contributions to our profession. B.F. Chamberlain
President
REALTOR-Assodiate Regina Glbert Is a 20 yoar real esiate veteran and 3
member of Chamberlain's Milfon Dallar and Top 10% Cliby, Metro Board
of REALTORS.
Born in Romania, Regina received P h
Uni;fdsum.s:nuiﬁ‘r'umﬁm ““’:“‘ﬁ”“‘"mm‘mﬁ%‘#’
of the Ramblewood Area of Fasmington
the Sinai Guild and Is oo the Speaker’s Board of the Holocaust Memaorial

Regina real estate and working with people. During her off duty

bours, R"c:;’ngﬂemsmk, the theater, travelng, cooking, swimming and a
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For purchase

2 and 3 bedroom detached
condominium homes of extraordinary
guality and characier,

1ate-lik

Is a private
community situated on over 130
spectacular acres of pond, trees and
rolling hills. Entry is oft Drake Road,
between Maple and Walnut Lake Roads,
through the 24 hour monitored
gatehouse.

The Manor Homes at Aldingbrooke are
open for your Inspection daily from 12 o
6p.m,

Resarvations now boing accopled

661-1750

27810 BERKSHIRE, SOUTHFIELD
(S, of 11 Mile, W. of Evergreen)
GOURMET'S DELIGHTI - COME SEE|
Are you tooking for o warm, invitlng fomity hamo? Designed for

©

family and eating This

bedecom colonial is wnique and minl. Desiroble Evargreen
Teails Sub. nenr good schools. $79,900 (B-278) 540-6777

HEH
SOUTHFIE

tashed 2 cnr garagoe. $81,900 (O-182) 851-2303

A piunsure 1o sen ihis jovely brick ranch with tastefut decor
throughout, 3 bodrooms, 2 tull baths, dining room, tamlly
room, natural firoptaco, nower furnaco, ceniral air and at-

covered parking).

557-G700

HUNTINGTON WOODS CONTEMPORARY

JUST REDUCED $10,000 FOR IMMEDIATE SALE! 3 bodroom,
2% bath split ranch offaring contral alr, NEW atmond formica
Klichon with ALL appllances, 1st floor loundry, famlly reom ond
Florida room, 2% cor gornge and MOREI $149,000 (Y-268) .\

GLEN OAKS

LUXURY APARTMENT HOMES

43100 Twelve Oaks Crescent (Across from Twelve Oaks Mall)
Hours: Sat. & Sun, 11-5 p.m. or by appointment

Visit GLEN OAKS...
and see what ultimate luxury really is

Nothing spared in achieving el

851-2303 or ' 476-9100

Chamberlain Realtors can show you how the equity
in your home can help you enjoy luxury living at Glen Oaks.

and 2 bed

homes with 2 baths, library and sun porch, Over 2300 Sq. Ft.
(Includes all amenities and health club membership plus underground or

apartment

> Fe A i .

SOUTHFIELD TOWNHOUSE
Lovely and unit In desirablo Franklin Vilinge with 2 bedroom:.
1% baths, dinlng room, firepface, contral air, basement, at-
tachod gorago, privata enfrance and courtyard. $69.900
(C-250) 853-2303

QUALITY PLUS STYLE - LATHRUP VILLAGE
Outstanding 4 bedroom featuring lazge country kitchon and nil
amenitlos, famlly room with wet bar ang fireplace, formal din-
Ing room and living room ovoriooking teeed Iot and Inground
pool warmed by sofar heat. 3 tull baths, basoment, cenical i
and 2 car garage. A must sca - asking $107,700. {R-181)
547-2000

Exclusively
leased by:

Chamberlin

REALIORS

MAINTENANCE FREE Lathrup Village 3 bodroom brick ranch. .
NEW carpoting, tolally remodeled kitchon, dining room, central >

alr, finished bosemont and attachod garago. This houso Is In
MOVE-IN CONDITION. Ono fock Is all you need! $75.900
(WC-276) 557-6700




