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By Sharon Dargsy
stalf writor

Lana Ferrarl once sent a New
York cconomics teacher 30 ple-
tures of old “Bugs.”

John Conde recorded all of the
speeches made by former Michlgan
Gov. George Romney,

» Susan Stepek has collected a
:reom full of outdated advertise-
:ments and sales brochures,

» Call them corporate pack rats.
‘They’re among the growing num-

idea, 1t ensures preservation of the
records of the carporation.””

And It shelters the company
from legal dlsputes.

Archlves and historlcal libraries
of corporations in Oakland County
vary In slze, the kind of memorabi-
lla collected and the storage faclll-
ty used.

GENERALLY THE archlves arc
kept under the auspices of the pub-
lic relations or communications de-
partment and may be open only to

bers of buslness who
keep track of company history,
“Bost major corperations now
have some kind of archives pro-
gram. They spring up for a varlety
of reasons," sald Warner Pflug, ad-
ministrative assistant for the
Wayne State Univeesity archlves,
“Often they're approaching a
major anniversary. They may have
found it's economlcally a good

Corp. in Southiield.

pany scholars and
the press.

Some, ltke the research center at
Campbell-Ewald, Warren, or hls-
torleal flles at Volkswagen of
America, Troy, respond to inquir-
ies from the public.

“I got this call — get this —
{rom a woman who's dofng a col-
lage for her boyfriend,” sald Fer-
rarl, corporate communication

A;

Archives

Corporations keeping better track of their history

‘Most major corporations now have
some kind of archives program. They
spring up for a variety of reasons.
Often they’re approaching a major
anniversary. They may have found it's
economically a good idea.’

— Warner Pflug
WSU archivist

speclallst for VW.

“His birthday i3 In December.
She asked if we had a picture of an-
orange and green VW bus from
1978, There's got (o be some book
somewhere that has jt."

Stepek maintalns a resource 1l-
brary of both company memorabl-

1la and citent history at Campbell-
Ewald,

“We have a really old record
that was used in dealer showrooms
in the 30s. It was something & Che-
vy dealer would have used to en-
tice péople,” Stepek sald, “We have
a lot of things like that. They tell
the history of the country.”

‘The collection at Federal-Mogul
Corp., Southfleld, includes every-
thing from old company bascball
photos to advertisements. The
company hired a historical consult-
ant to sift through the material and
write a book on the corporation’s

tory.
"anyis man did Interviews with
retirees,” nng‘,id David 1‘_ Snyder,

“Some people here go ‘back to the
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also var-
ics from business te business,,
“When times get bleak economl-
cally, the archlves posltion is not
direetly contributing to production,
s0 it tends to be one of the flrst po-
sltlons cut back,” Pflug sald.

THAT'S WHAT happened at
American Motors.

Conde, a Bloomfleld Township
resident, founded the historical ar-
chives in 1946 for AMC world head-
quarters, Southfleld, Although the
archives still exlst, no one replaced
him as unofficlal (and volunteer)
keeper of histarical files when he
was relired from the public rela.
tlons staff in 1978.

The extenslve files, located in
Detrolt, include photegraphs, ad-
arts and service

The priority a company places
onlis 1t

Dave Snyder looks over some photos and other historical materinl st Federal Mogut

ver P!
booklets dating back to 1904, re-
corded specches, letters, and pre-
lminary plans.

A page from American Motors® past: The 1905 Rambler had
18 horsepower and a $1,350 price tag,

“There was a lot of stuff I col-
lected that many archivists
wouldn't even have a chance of
knowing about, like prellminary
sketches,

“We kept a tape recording of
every speech George Romney ever
made when he was with American
Motors, Many people thought we
did it so that he wouldn't be
misquoted. But the reason was be-
cause {t's history,” Conde said.

“I used to tell my secretaries
that history is made every day, The
minute a new car is out, get hold of
every plece of literature you can
about it and put it in a file — to-
day, ause they may decide to
revise it in a month.”

Conde collected items from ex-
ceutlves — who initlally weren't
interested in maintaining historical
memorabilla — to job foremen.

Their attitudes changed as car
restoration and historical car clubs
became more popular, although
Conde noted that corporate ar-
chives are often established — and
demollshed — at the whim of com-
pany honchos.

“LET'S SAY some executive ap-
proves and maintains archives. He
retires or Is transferred and the
next person may come along and
say ‘what the hell are we doing
spending time on this?’ And it all
goes out the window.

Telegraph debated again

By Dave Vargn
staff writer

The Oakland County Road Com-
misston {s again asking the state to
widen Telegraph Road to four lanes
in cach directlon as It passcs through
‘Bingham Farms and Bloomficld

“Township.

*+ 1t's not a new request and it's not
expected to be welcomed with en-
tirely open arms.

The Issue of how wide to widen the
busy Telegraph Road thoroughfare
from Northwestern Highway in
Southfleld up to Square Lake Road in
Bloomfleld Township was hotly con-
tested during the mid-1970s.

Supporting the change, at that
time, was the road commisslon,
Bleom(leld Township and Southiield.
In opposition were Frankiln, Bing-
ham Farms and residents who llve
along the road from Franklin, Bing-
ham and Bloomfield Townshlp.

CAUGHT IN betwceen on the issue
was the Michigan Department of
‘Transpartation. Officlals there stud-
ied the issue and committed millions
to expand U.S. 24 from four total
lanes to eight lanes,

‘Then, after storms of protest,
state officlals changed their stance
and approved a compromise of six
lanes, except at the intersections at
12 Mile, Maple and Long Lake roads
where it Is cight lanes.

This time around things might be
casler with some local officlals. Af-
ter almost a decade of dramatic
growth in Oakland County, rush hour
traffic on one of its main arterles
has become a series of bottlenecks
and backups, especially where the
roadway narrows from four to three
lanes on each side.

*The widening of this road is ur-
gently needed,” sald John Grubba,
managing director of the county
road commisslon, in hls letter to
DOT director James Pltz,

THE LETTER requested the state
re-study Telegraph Road as state of+
ficlals promised to do five years af-
ter the 1976 decision to put in six
lancs.

In response to the letter, Pltz told
the county that a study on Telegraph
had been recently completed and it
was determined that additional lanes
were nceded. However, the study
also suggested that all major work
be delayed untll the 1-696 Highway
project ks completed.

"It scems to me to be a pretty goo-
{y positlon,”

- ).

Grubba sald. “Opening

‘It seems to me to be a
pretty goofy position.
Opening 1-696 is not
going to resultin a
lessening of traffic on
Telegraph.’
— John Grubba
OCRC chief

t

1-696 s not golng to result in a less-
ening of traffle on Telegraph, All
he's dolng is delaying t. They've got
a program and this isn't In it."

Grubba said the commerelal boom
along Telegraph in Blngham Farms
might diminish the negative reaction
from residents there. And it would
stop the constant traffic jams,

“I think we could expect seme sup-
port from them,” Grubba said.

Coples of the lctter requesting
more lanes were sent to local com-
munities.

IN BINGHAM FARMS; the coun-
cil discussed the matter but did not
take a position. They will wait to see
what the state’s study shows, accord-
ing to Richard Holloway, Bingham
Farms president.

“I think we would be very con-
cerned about the widening of Tele-
graph Road,* Holloway sald, “It is
not possible for the state to construct
this sort of thing with any concern
for the resldents.”

At this polnt, Holloway said {f he
had to guess he would say Blngham
‘would oppose tho widenlng,

Village officlals had discussed al-
leviating the ftrafflc backups on
southbound Telegraph at 13 Mile
with trafflc slgnals, rather than wid-
ening the road, Holloway said,

FRANELIN OFFICIALS have
made the lssue a high priority, ac-
cording to President John Verdon,

Trusteo F. Barry Abrams sald the
state should do moro study on the
arca. One objective should be to find
out if, for instance, an extra lane on
both sides of Telegraph *would al-

leviate traffle flow on Franklin
Road,” Abrams said,

Abrams sald he had not taken a
position and was keeplng an open
mind on the Issue,

“I think there's 50 much traffic (on
Telegraph),” Verdon sald, “that add-
Ing a lane in each dlrection Is not
golng to relleve traffic on Franklin
Road. Tralile, ltke water, is golng to
travel in the path of least resist-
ance.”
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SAVE ON ALL
STIFFEL LAMPS

Suflg! lamps are ahways 3 gocd
chaice Their beauty is chissic
Their quatity is easy to sea Aid
that means your pleasure in them
is lasting. Right row, our entire
cofection of Stfte! lamps is at
savings. Table lemps such as the
sampling we shaw here Alsa
flgor lamgs, desk Lmgs and
lotchigses are al savings as
imporiant 2 these But hurey! Ou
Home Sale ends September 1
Lotz 275" tall table lamp with
bright otd brass finish, hory
pleated shade and 3way svatch,
200 Reg. $175, sal0 99.99.
Right: Bright ofd brass finish lable
lamp, 32 teM, with ivory piach
ploated shade and 3way Switch.
2007 Reg. $235, sale 16999
Lamps, 61 stores.

*otal vty at al Hogsont's grores.




