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By Shirloe Roso Idan
staif writer

Why did my birth mother give
me away to be adopted?

Who am 1 really, am 1 a worthy
person?

Questions Hke these are always
there for indlvlduals who were
adopted in chitdhood or infancy.
As natural as breathing ts the
principal that we want to know
where we came from.

Not a statlc procedure, nor a fi-
nite one that ends with a child de-
livered into the arms of joyful
parents, adoption is a long, long
process with many issues that
complicate It and that continu¢ as
long as life.

One of the most complex facets
of adoption is the questlon
whether the adult adoptee should
search for the birth mether, the
birth parents,

“It's very difficult, it's not easy
at all,” said Linda Yellin, coordl-
nator of the Post Adoption Re-
sources Center of Lutheran Adop-
tion Service,

SPEAKING as a professional
who has organlzed and led sup-
port groups for adult adoptees,
birth parents and teen adoptees,
Yellin has an acute understanding
of the mechanies of adoption and
the problems of adopted people.

A long and complicated process tha

On the subject of birth parent
search, her Insight is deep, her vi-
ston unclouded. Linda Yellin is an
adoptee who searched for her
birth parents nearly four years
ago.

I joined a scarch and support
group and fortunately, my adopt-
od famlly was very supportive
about my decision.” she said.

“When I was growing up, I
wanted to know who gave me life,
As an adult, when 1 considered
having a child, I was concerned
about the heritage I would give
my baby.”

A vita) factor in searching for
parents or children today is Pub-
lic Act 116 of 1980, which brought
sweeping changes to Michigan
adoption law, allowing greater
access to adoptlon records.

Thls Jaw divides the informa-
tion in adoptlon records inta two
categories, non-identifying and
identifying information, At age
18, adoptees can request the non-
Identifying information, which is
also avatlable to adoptive par-
ents, and In some cases to blologi-
cal parents.

IDENTIFYING information Is
available to adult adoptees and
biolegleal parents alike if both
consent to the release, although it
is more difficult for the birth par-
ents to get the flle released.

Adoption
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‘In my job now !
encourage the triad:
adoptee, birth family
and adoptive family to
have contact and
shared
communication.’

— Linda Yellin

t cont

“When you begin to look, you
find that mostly files are not up-
dated, and the file release is just
the beginning of the search,” Yeol-
in said.

For her, the scarch was suc-
cessful. With help from AIM
{Adoption Identity AMovement) she
found her birth mother and sibl.
Ings she had not known she had.

"I have brothers and sisters
who are psychologically my
brothers and sisters, but 1 also

found blological siblings,”

As with many adoptees, finding
a birth parent both opens doors
and closes some, and exorcises
many ghosts of the unknown.

Yellin stresses that it's the indl-
viduals who ralsed the chlld who
are the parents.

“Today we know It is necessary
for the adoptee to share knowl-
edge of background, medlcal hls-
tory, birth of the father, and the
exister - » of siblings,” she said.

“Today, the Department of So-
clal Services keeps an Adoption
Central Registry with statements
of consent and dental to the re-
lease of Identifying Information
glven by biological parents.

“The statements will be for-
warded to adoption agencics and
courts upon request so they can
determine  whether the adult
adoptee can gain access 10 iL”

OVER the last 10 years, many
people have scarched for infor-
mation and for family members.

Yellln contends that If the non-
Identifylng Informatien Is glven
to adopted youth while they are
growing up, it would be a positive
help to adoptees.

“Adoptlon should be talked
about. The Issues of Identlflca-
tlon, why the adoptlon, a sense of
birth famlly background, and
knowlng family history reduces
confusion and enhances seif-ese

com,

“Adoptlon needs to be taken out
of the closet, but searches can be
positive. Secing my blrth family
added to my life and to my rela-
tionship with my adoptive par.
ents,

“Most_people, no matter what
the difficultles, are glad they
searched, They usually wind up
closer to their adoptive parents.
A person needs to grow and un-

inues as long as life

derstand themself. You don't re-
ally tind another mother or dad.”

YELLIN cxplains there are
definlte grief Issues connected
with adoption, both the sense of
loss of adoptive parenls who
cautd not have a birth child, and
of the birth parent separated
from a child,

“The grief process Is long, and
often delayed. But we know now,
the grief process must be ad-
dressed,” she sald.

doption and its spin-off have
become a major foeus of the Lu-
theran Adoption Service. Recent-
ly they bave established birth
parent and adult adoptee support
groups.

Other programs have included
an afternoon workshopp for teen
adoptees and their parents.

The programs and support
groups are non-sectarian and
aimed at helping people who
want to know why they were
adopted. Yellin said the birth par-
ent support group Is the first in
michigan,

“It is for all ages, works on the
grlef reaction, and allows people
to share their storles.

“What these programs provide
Is necessary post-adoption ser-
vlees,” said Yellin,

Lutheran  Adoption  Services
can reached by calling 822-8546.
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club circuit

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL SIN.
GLES sponsor a singles dance to

Freedoms
preserved

American colonists fought and
died to establish and preserve the
Ircedoms now guaranteed by the
Constltution of the United States.
The framers of the Constitution were
careful to give us a republic in which
cstablished laws protect the rights of
all citizens. During the Constitutlon
Week (Sept. 17-23) study the Consti-
tution. Know your rights and respon-
sibilities, say Quakertown chapter
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.

Class for
expectant
parents set

The Oakland County Health Divi-
sion will offer a series of six Expect-
ant Parent Classes beglnning at 7
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9, in Southficld
office of the Health Division, 27725
Greentield Read.

Classes will be taught by public
health nurses, There is no charge for
attending the series of classes, but
prereglstratlon is requested,

Toplcs witl include maternal phys-
jcal changes, good nutrition, growth
and development of the fetus and the
baby, labor and delivery, nfant care
and parenting.

To reglster call 424-7101.

Information
on lupus
offered free

National Kldney Foundation of
Michigan's scientific advisory board
announces the release of a new pub-
lication, “Lupus and Kidney Dis-
case.”

Lupus I8 a disease that produces
marked changes in a person's Im-
mune system, Lupus affects one out
of every 400 women and ean oceur in
both genders at any age, but its pri-
mary target is young women In thelr
child-bearing ycars. Lupus occurs
more commonly In blacks and can
lead to kidney discase,

‘The brochure, written by Dr. Paul
G. Smith, covers how lupus affects
the kidneys, the current treatment
and prognosls,

To recelve a free copy of the bro-

benefit Muscular Dystrophy Assocla-
tion from 7:3¢ p.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 31, In Cahoots, 30860 Orchard
Lake Road.

All proceeds earmarked to sup-
port the association’s patient service
programs and research projects to
aid those with muscle disease.

B'NAI B'RITi! METROPOLITAN

contact Oscar Tuttlemen, the nomi-
natlons committee chalrman, at his
home, 357-2819.

DETROIT COUNCIL meet at 7:30
Y v, Sept. 3, in the B'nal
g. 25835 Southfield
Road, Southficld, to consider mem-
bers to lead the council in the 1986-
87 season.

James D. Grey, the council’s presi-
dent and a Farmington Hills resi-
dent, asks that those who wish to be
considered for a leadership position

BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD.
TROY SINGLES meet for a “Michi-
gan Go Blue” singles dance party
7:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. fn Northfleld
Hilton, Crooks Road and 1-75, Troy.
Admission is $3 at the door.

CHINA SALE {{

Our low prices on popular placo settings |

All club news and announce-
ments for this column are 1o be
addressed 10: Club Circuit, Farm-
ington Observer, 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024. The in-
formation must arrive before
noon on the Monday before
Thursday publication.
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Gold & Plitinus., 33,30

BRIDAL REGISTRY
Houes Moa. Te, The Sz 104:30
Vel & T4 10900

A‘A VA'S

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST SALE
40% OFF

Poinsetta Plants & Holly Bushes

Slik Plants - Silk Flowers
- Silk Trees

No watering nocessary
ALWAYS 20% OFF

73030 RRK

357-2030
29215 Nortbhwestern Hwy,
Frankiin Skopping Plaza

¢

Sports Actlvities

Concession stands
Flea Markets or Fairs
Scout Troops
Student Council

BLOOMFIELD HILL!
Wortewad aus Loy

NEW FUND RAISING IDEA!
BIG PROFITS IN BAGELS
TURN THE & & INTO $$$°S

Door-to-door Sales/Delivery

EASY 100% PROFIT!

BAGELS are not seasonal
Everyone loves fresh BAGELS
Let us help you ereata profits for your ¢lub or organization
Don't walt another minute...Call us now...641-9188

MAIN OFFICE: 641-9188
FARMINGTON

School Clubs
Music Boosters
PTO/PTA
Athletic tams
Cheerleaders
Breakfast Sales

ROCHEBYER

chure call the Kidney
United Way Agency, 1-800-482-1455.

A IS sy A
LIVONIA LIVON, GOUTHFIELD
A Al
et oA s foest1n Mass Db
OAK FARK

Tontt3ad Cormie

Values
Save 20% - 50%
on Selected
Fioor Samplas

The James Burns mark

golden anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. James Burns of Red-
ford celebrated thelr godden wedding
anniversary at a party In Anclent
Order of the Hlbernlans. The couple
were married Aug. 8, 1936, In Bene-
dict DeMore Chapel, In Detroit.

Among those at the party were the
couple’s five children, Mary Judge
and Jim Burns, both of Farmington
Hills; Julle Rodler of Westiand; Su-
zanne Dernay of Fairport, N.Y. and
Raymond Thomas Burns of Detroit;
their 14 grandchildren and four
great-grandehildren,

c Burns s retired from Ford Motor
0.

Extra Special @

LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELYT
{batwoan 54 8 3ile)
261-7780

e

FINAL 10 DAYS

Intogrity! Tho Ethan Allen ditference.
Tho teadltlon that stands betind
ous supesior eraftsmanship, value
In roal savings. Wa'ra mora than
just a furniture store. . .a splendid,
timoless array of homo furnlshings
Including furniture, clocks,

lighting, wallcoverings. draperias,
corpating, rugs, sccessaries
and 30 much moro.

Out 181h centuty Georgian Coutt
Inteiprets this special ©oom
These pieces Irom our 1nost

poputar colleetion are on sa'e
now wih many other selechions of
futntare ana accessonies duting
out Summet Sa'e

SALE

UTICA
50170 VAN DYKE
{batweon 22 & 23 Mia)

254.5260

eg. Hourk: MON.. THURS., FR), 10-0; TUES., WED., SAT. 10-5:30
Remember, only Ethan Allen Gallaries sall Ethan Allon home furnishings.

Pectinent Posrer Be,

FUISHt ..,
067 Trple Dresser .
Pextment Maror
Dreszer. Mo, Fi

SreBeat .
Cabret gt T
ChestoaChest ., ,
Queen Anne Chat (trom).
Ortoman fiom) ...
Erephant Hancred Lamp,

649,75
990.75
27918

975 ...

.e 2029925 ... 189925
359.75.,,, 209.75
HBRI5 ... 99975
47950 ... 379.30
19950 ... 180.50
H.. 18975,.. 150.78

*Comuaratie 341mgs 0n Tan, Queen & Kung Sures
Alattiesurs & Borupnngs o eveiadie on ssie.

Georgetown Manor

Your Etlmn Allen Gallery

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
1:00-5:00 p.m.




