The following are pre-season
locks for the F
Hills Mercy swimming, tennis
and cross country teams. The
Mercy basketball team will be
profited on Monday,

By Chris McConky
stalf writor

Paul Schrocder's first full-time
coachlng fob s a pleasantly dlffi-
cult one.

‘The 1981 Redford Catholic Cen-
tral graduate has assumed com-
mand of the Farmington Hills Mer.
cy swim team.

What's so tough about that?

He Is replacing De Loris Yager.
Yager, a member of the Catholle
League Hall of Fame, won 21 con-
secutive Catholic League titles at
Mercy and never lost a dual meet,

“It’ will be hard to fill Mrs.
Yager's shoes, no doubt about it,"
sald Schroeder, who was a standout
swimmer at Joha Carrell Universl-
ty In Cleveland and Is currently en-
rolled at St. John's Seminary
School in Plymouth. “Since she has
retired frem swimming, I'm just
golng to try and pick up where she
leftoff.”

What's so pleasant about it,
then?

He Inherits a very talented team,
one that clalms 12 potential state
qualifiers, according to Schroeder’s
estimatlons,

“In our league (Catholic Leaguc),
there just isn'’t a ot of competition,
We have the best team, and it's
kind of hard to destroy that.

“But we have a very tough
schedule this season, We are swim-

ming agalnst the top-ranked teams
in the state, We wlll lose thls year,
I can guarantee that. It will be
good for bath the team and for the
school to reallze that they are not
invinclble, It Is good to swim better
competltion, It forces you to swim
all-out kn every meet.”

THE 1986 Mercy schedule in-
cludes Ann Arbor Pioncer, Ann Ar-
bor Huren, Dearborn, Rochester
and Rochester Adams, There are
14 dual meets on the schedule,

Returning to the team from last
year are senlors Jenny Morton, An-
gle Harrlson, Suzie Knipper, jun-
lors Amy Cetnar, Lyan Zielinski,
Roberta Orr, Erica Campbell and
sophomore Lisa Kelly.

Schroeder is also high on three
freshmen: Becky Wiquist, Liz De.
Mattia and Katle Westhoff.

“We have a lot of depth”
Schroeder sald. *I can't see any
area where we are hurting. If they
work hard and play thelr cards
right, we should take a truck load
of kids to the state meet.”

TENNIS

Jim Kerwln s in hls third year at
the helm of the Marlins. His master
plan called for the team to be state
contenders in flve years, The team
seems very, very close thls scason,

“It’s 2 good team,” he said, “We
have good depth and a lot of expe-
rience, I'm looking for them te play
very well. In the past, if we drew
Birmingham Marian or Birming-
ham Seaholm In the reglonals, we
wouldn't really have a chance. Now
we can be successful agatnst them
and give them a good match.

Mercy swim streak in peril

Kerwin has four solid singles
players, three of them are return-
Ing letter winners. Senjors Kathy
Helmbuch, who played No, 1 sin-
gles all of last year, and Carole
Willlams are back along with jun-
for Becky Tasich, who played No, 2
singles last year.

Nicole Transou, a talented fresh-
man, will also play singles for the
Marlins.

Kerwin has established flve dou-
bles teams. They are: sophomore
Clndy Viall and junior Kristen Or-
landonk; junlor Sue Kang and senior
Kitty Pheney; fresbmen Shannon
Fltzpatrick and Katrina Regan;
Jjunfors Kandl Boyle and Cathy
Best; and, sentors Kim Walker and
Jane Kang.

“We arc Improved over last
year,” Kerwln sald. “We have more
depth, that's our biggest improve-
ment.” :

The Marllns, 8-3 last year and
second to Marian In the Catholle
League, will open Wednesday, Sept.
3, at Dearborn,

CROSS COUNTRY

‘This marks the 10th season Mer-
¢y has sponsored cross country and
Bab Kirkland has been the team'’s
only coach. In that time, he has
won a pair of Catholle League ti-
tles and has been In contention vir-
tually cvery season,

‘This season should be no excep-
ti :

on.
“This Is going to be a good solid
team," Kirkland sald. “They work
real well with me and with each
other. The drawback to that,
though, s that we haven't had one
person take charge, We need the

Jim Kerwin
Mercy tennis coach

one person to jump out in front. If
we get that, the others will defl-
nitely follow,”

Kirkland has a strong pack of
flve runners: senlor Amy Lafferty,
junlors Barb Cheaney and Molra
Korde! and sophomores Molly Pen-
busch and Molly McWood.

“These are really good kids,” he
satd, “We should win our share of
mects this season. But I don't think
we have the type of leam that can
run with Farmington In the area or
Harper Woods Regina in the Catho-
Tic League.”

Mercy, 4-3 and second to Regina
last season, will open the season
Saturday, Sept. 6, at the West
Bloomficld Invitational,

An area star returns, another leaves

By Brad Emons
slatt writer

One area high school basketball
program rccelved a jolt last week,
while another reccived a big boost.

Garden City boys coach Bob
Drepp unexpectedly learned that
talented 6-foot-7 center Skip Bar-
nett, named to the first team All-Ob-
server squad last season, apparently
will flnish his senior year In Georgla.

Meanwhile, Redford Catholic Cen.
tral coach Bernle Holowlckl will
have his top player returaing in 6-
foot-3 guard Lance Vaccarelli. A
second team All-Area plck, Vae-
carelll was dismissed from school
Jast spring far discipllnary reasons,
but CC administrators reinstated
him in tlme for classes thls week,

Barnctt, who averaged 18 polats
and 13 rebounds per game for the 16-
6 Cougars last season, Is consldered
a Divislon I player.

Mark of Wayne Memorial

basketball

He was a member of the Michlgan
AAU’s 17-and-under team thls sum-
mer which played at the natlonals In
Washlngton, D.C.

“I've talked with Skip (on the
phone) and right now he's planning
on staylng with hls brother down in
Georgla," sald Dropp. “It's a family
thing and right now I don’t have any
answers. Our principal (Ren
Cowden) and our athletic director
(Bill Pinnell) have both talked to
him.”

BARNETT, popular among stu-
dents and admlnistrators, was one of
three juniors who made the All-Area
squad last year. (The others were

Markiey Marine
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and Steve Hawley of Westland John
enn.)

“Knowing If we were having Sklp
back, we could bulld around him,”
Dropp said. “It's definitely a blow
because he's such a nice person. He's
a personal friend and he's such a
leader,

“I think everybody at school is a
little numb,*

Holowicki called Vaccarelli's reln-
statement, “a shot In the arm for us.”

“I'm not golng to deny that I'm

glad to have him back,” safd the CC
coach. “I ust hope he stays in school
for his sake. He's an exclting play-
er.”

After hls dismlssal, Vaccarelli fin-
ished his funlor year of high school in
Colorado, living with his father and
sister,

Last season, Vaccarelll averaged
nearly 16 polnts per game, helping
the Shamrocks to a 16-7 overall
record.

With the departure of Barnett, Va-
catrelll is considered the area’s top
returning prospeet.
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By Chris McCoeky
stalt writer

The North Farmington girls tennis
team was supposed to be in a re-
building phase last year and was ex-
pected to struggle in the demanding
12-tcam Western Lakes Activities
Association,

Some struggle. The Raiders fin-
ished with a 10-4 record, second best
in the Lakes Divislon, fourth best In

e WLAA,

Coach Norm Staniszewski returns
everyone from that team except
Monlque Baker, who played at No. 4
singles last year.

“Last year was a very satisfylng
scason,” the veteran coach said, *Es-
sentially, we are still a very young
team. We don't have any ranked
players, no stars, It']l be an Interest-
ing year,”

Sophomore Wendy Wolf, the No. 1
singles player last year, is back. She,

buck and Pam Gressler, junior
Carey Maxwell and senfors Amy
Lowe and Terry Spengler are vylng
for singles roles with the team.

Junlor Meredith Wall and sopho-
mores Lori Benedict, Karen Merkle
and Megan Welnberg should also see
action,

World
tourney
at Canton

‘The Canton Softball Center will
host 128 of the top Class C slow-
piteh softball teams in the coun-
try this weekend as the USSSA
World Class C Dlvisional Tourna-
ment comes to town,

The top teams from the Mid-
west will be competing in a dou-
ble-climination format Friday
through Monday. The champlon-
ship game is slated for Monday
afternoon,

Canton Softball Center officlals
have not established an exact ad-
misslon fee yet, Weekend passes,
however, will be sold.

The Canton Softball Center is
on Mlchigan Avenue, west of Can-
ton Center Road, .

Hae==  294-0720

Raiders in hunt -
‘for division titie

The Ralders will open the season

Tuesday, Sept. 2 at West Bloomficld.

FARMINGTON HARRISON, the

longtime domlnant force in Ob-
serverland girls teanls, fell into a 2-
12 season a year ago.

What are the prospects for this

season?

“Well, we were 2-12 last year and

Id be happy to do that again,” sald
coach Bernle Goldsteln.

In other words, it could be a long

season,

Held! Reyst is expected to return

and hold fort at No. 1 singles for the -
Hawks. Other key returnces Include
senlor Kristln Doll, junlors Katle
Doll and Dana Morrison and sopho-
more Beth Mendelson, .

Harrison opens Sept, 2 at South-

{leld,

FARMINGTON has a new coach

along with sophomores Anne Helm. snd a brighter outlook following a

ismal winless season a year ago.
Top Falcon returnees include jun-

lors Chrls Brown and Kelly Kramer, -
sentors Tracy Moore, Sue Gusho and
Julle Smith, ‘and freshmen Michelle
Schuler, Jody Perris and Kristi Koss.

Farmington cpens Sept. 2 also, at

home agalnst Redford Union,
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