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Aiming to keep
Annie Oakley’s
story on target

By Cathlo Broldenbach
special writar
T 30 PACES, Annle Oakley
could split a playlng card
end to end and hit a dime in
mid air, She could pick off
945 of 1,000 tossed balls and hit 96
out of 100 clay plgeons. The Jady was
a sharpshooting phenomenon” who
became the star of Buffalo BHI
Cody's famous Wild West Show,

In the traditional male arena of
marksmanshlp and guns, Annie Oak-
ley rose to the lop because she could
out-shoot the best.

She led a Iife of high adventure for
a girl born into a poor farm family
in Ohio. Annle counted Mark Twain
and Silling Bult as friends, acted
brlefly on Broadway, and marrled
the famous crack shot Frank Butler
who became her agent and manager.,
‘They travelled the world and Annie
charmed Queen Victoria with her
skill and shot a clgarette fram the
llps of Crown Prince Wilkelm of
Germany. She survived two tragle
traln wrecks from which she never
completely recovered and walked
with a slight llmp to the end of her

fe,

The real Annie Oakley was a far
ery from (he loud-mouthed, brassy
person Ethel Merman made her out
to be In the Broadway show “Annle
Get Your Gun,” yet most people tend
to think of Annle in that bumptious
image.

Bess Edwards, whose grandfather
was Annic's only brother, John, sald
she hopes to restore the Image of An-
nie through the efforts of the Annle
Oakley Foundatlon founded by rela-
tives and friends in 1983,

Edwards grew up in Birmingham
and now lives In Royal Oak where
she works with the foundatlon. Be-
sides restoring the legend of the real

Annie Oakley through speaking cn-
gagements using slides and memen-
tos from Annle’s remarkable life, the
foundation plans to bulld an Annle
Oakley museum In Greenville, Ohio,
her home town, as well as petition
for a commemarative postage stamp
and set up scholarships for young
women.

EDWARDS HAS BEEN asked to
Joln the speakers® bureau of the Na!
tlonal Rific Assoclation to speak
about her great aunt. Archltecture
’srludenls from Lawrerice Igstllnm of

Yy lled to

and designed plans for the Anaic
Qakley Museum as a class project,
The Foundallon selected the winning
deslgn is working now to raise mon-
ey for the building fund. They en-
courage interested people to join the
Annic Oakley Foundatlon,

What convergence of skill, charac-
ter and circumstance made Annle
Oakley an Amerlcan heroine? She
was born Phoebe Ann Moses In
Greenville, Ohlo, in 1860, and grew
up to be a pretty little woman wetgh-
ing 100 pounds and standlng just
over 5 feet tall. When Annfe was 6,
her father died of pncumonia leaving
her mother to ralse her Hve sisters
and one brother on 27 acres of poor
farm land,

Out of necessity, Annle started
hunting squirrels and rabblts for the
dinner table when she was 8. She was
soon supplementing the family fn-
come by trading game for supplles
at the local general store, and she
sald in her letters, “Since I was 9,1

never had a nickel that 1 dldn't carn

mysell.”

At 15 she moved to Cinclrnati and
there she outshot Frank Butler, the
leading marksman of the time, in a
match. That match began a 50-year
romance; she and Frank were mar-

Alming at an acting career, Blrm

Ann Martin portrays Annie Oakley in a one-woman show, Mar-

rled the following year when she was
18.
A littte known fact about Annle is
that throughout her life, she gave
money toward the education of
deserving women and to fricnds in
the entertainment business down on
thelr luck. Raised a God-fearing
Quaker, she spoke in a sweet volee
and remained conservatlve, frugal
and humble in the face of worldwide
fame, When she was travelllng with
the Wild West Show she was severely
injured in a train aceldent and doc-
tors said she'd never walk agaln,
Within a year, the determlined Annle
was back on the performing clreuit.

TIIE RESILENCE, indcpendence,
and determination of the real Annle
Oakley Impressed the young actress,
Pam Martin, as she delved into hls-
torlcal accounts, letters and diarles
of Annle to prepare a monologue for
a drama class at the Unlversity of
Windsor.

Martin Is a senlor working on a
hachelor's [n fine arts degree In dra-
ma, and she’s had abundant stage ex-
perlence in productions at Blrming-
ham-Seaholm High Schoo), at the
Blrmingham Theatre, and with her
father's theater company, The Ac-
tors’ Trunk. In 1962 she won the
State Forensic Champlonship for
Single Interpretation and followed it
the next year with the championship
In Dramatic Duo.

When Martin began doing re-
search for her class monologue, she
discovered that the great-nlece of
Annle Oakley lived just 10 minutes
from her home,

“It was absolute fate,” she sald of

Ingham-based actress Pamela

In reading Annie’s letters and dia-
ries and talking with Edwards, Mar-
tin was struck by unexpected simi-
larities between hersclf and Apnie.
Martin's just over 5 feet tall — so
was Annle, Martin's left handed —
50 was Annie. Fate scemed to ap-
prove the palring. Beyond fate, Mar-
tin knew that acting carcers have
been launched by bringing legendary
heros to life, Hal Holbrook first de-
veloped his characterlzation of Mark
Twaln for a class project, and he
bullt a carcer playing the outspoken
cynlc in the impeccable white suit,

Martin has gone beyond the class-
room to present her Annle Oakley
menologue to the Club in
Greenville, Ohlo, Annie Oakley's
hometown. The mayor of Greenvllle
admltted that hearing Martin bring
Annle Qakley to llfe gave him a
Tump in his throat.

“That's what acting's all about,”
Martn said, “capturing the spirit,
the essence of someone.”

Martin has plans to expand the
monologue and perhaps take part in
the annual Annle Oakley Days cele-
bration next July In Greenville.

CHARACTER IS the stuff of
which heros are made, and in recent
years, American women are es)
clally thirsty for information about
bora fide herolnes who thrived in
pursults usually out of bounds to
women.

Annle was blessed with perfect
eyesight plus superlor coordination
and timing, but she dldn’t earn a
place in the “Gulnness Book of
World Records” solely on the basls

the coincidence.
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STEPHEN CANTRELL/stalf photographer
tin's taken her right to the shar 's h
of Greenville, Ohlo, for the city's annua) Annle Qakley Days.
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Sitting amid posters praising the skiils of hor great aunt Annie

Qakiey, Bess Edwards [s working to keep Oakley's tegend alive

and accurate. According to Edwards, the sharpshooter was a

'I‘alr cry from the Broadway portrayal of her as a brassy bump-
n.
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SUNDAY “FAMILY STYLE” EVENINGS
Platters of sliced Sirloin of Beef and fresh

roasted Free Range, Grain Fed Chicken. Din-

ners include relishes, soup, salad, potato, s
vegetable, rolls and butter. Service 3 p.m. to $9 95
10p.m. perperson

6,95
Children’s plate
MONDAY EVENINGS
Your choice of Free Range Chicken or fresh
Lake Whitefish. With your choice of two

from the following: soup, salad, potato or $9 95
vegetable. perperson

- FRIDAY EVENINGS .
Your choice of broiled Lake. Whitefish or
roast Prime Rib of Beef, au jus. With your
| choice of two from the following: soup, $Q,95
. salad, potato or vegetable. per person
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