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By Tim Richard
staff writer

Oakland County Is saying "yes" to
Chrysler Corp,, a letter at a time,

A key committee of the County
Board of Commlssioners sent a
strong signal when it voted to loan
ncarly $2.5 milllon of general fund
maney for prellminary engincering
ml}:cnl roads in the clty of Auburn

“Chrysler will provide 10,000 jobs
— that's just Chrysler,” said Aubumn
Hills Mayor Robert Grusnlck, “Its
suppllers In the park wh provide an-
other 10,000 jobs,

“Chrysler i3 talking about a $500
mitlion Investment in a few years,
But it's going lo take over $30 mii-
lton for water, sewer, roads and all
the other goodles to get them here,”
Grusnick said.

THE FINANCE commmittce: of

the county board puzzled for two
hours last week over how It conld
scrape up the “front money,” how
Auburn Hills could pay it back,
whether other communities would
ask the same kind of aid, and
whether to charge interest on the
loan.

An open question is whether and
how the state wlll put up $21 millllon
for highway improvements,

“Chryster will not moke a com-
mitment until road constructlon can
be started this spring,” sald Joscph
Joachim, the executlve’s economic
develepment director,

“We have reached the so-called
11th hour,” Joachim sald,

Added William Hampton, the
city's altorney: “If the concept is not
passed today, you might as well kiss
the project good-bye."

Replied C Anne

you don’t do It cur way, s no go.' "
But she voted for the $2.5 milllon in
{ront money to get the project start-

cd,
The resolutlon passed 10-0.

The $2.5 milllon figure Is not a
hard-and-fast loan but more ltke a
Hne of credit, Grubba sald.

“IF THE STATE Legislature
docsn’t act (in this fall's session) on

JONN GRUBBA, dlree-
tor of the Oakland County Road
Commlssion, explalned how the com-
pllcated deal would work:

the of the atate Depart-
ment of Commerce for $21 million
for local roads, the city of Auburn

“County general gov
agreed to loan up to $2.5 milllon,
which the Auburn Hills Tax Incre-
ment Finance Authority has agreed
to pay back.

“The county will make the money
nvnllnl;Ee to the Oaklund"County

Hills has the authorlty to call o halt
to the prel.

2 B
“I don't think It (the legislative ap-
propriation) has been Introduced yet.
We do know (hat $21 milllon doesn't
Include federal highway moncy.
That's the plece that lan't there,”

Grubb said,
C Ralph Nelson, R-

Road for p +4
englneering for roads at the Auburn

Hills Tech Park.
“We will hire the city engineer of
Auburn Hills to do the prellminary
| " satd Grubba, pointing

Hobart, R-Waterford, a finance com-
mittee member: “I don't lke this ‘i

to Adams and Hamlin ronds as nced-
ing much work.

Rochester, whose distriet extends
across part of Auburn Hills, called
the state money “a mafjor plece of
funding that lsn't In place . ... a
fundlng gap.” +

But Nelson, sponsor of the resolu-
tion to provide the $25 milllon,

Road Commission, unions agree

Two unlon locals have reached
tentative agreements with the Oake
land County Road Commission, end-
ing the possibllity of a work stop-
page this week.

Local 529 of the American Feder-
ation of State, County and Municipa)
Employees will vole Thursday on a
contract covering 123 salarled work-

ers,
AFSCME Local 92, representing
303 hourly workers, also has a tenta-

tive agreement and will hold a ratifl-
catlon vote sometime this week, a
Road Commisslon spokesman sald
Friday,

CONTRACTS for bath locals ex-
plred June 30,

Meanwhile, two other AFSCME
unlts — representing 11 superinten-
dents and 26 foremen — continued
to work without contracts.

Earller last weck, the Road Com-

Bankers wary of

A banking official urged ecar
buyers to be wary of General Mo-
tors’ 2.8 percent interest rales on
new cars that are stockpiled,

“GM Is offering the public a
choice of a cash rebate or subsidized
financlng. It 1s very dlfficult for the
consumer to determine which cholce
Is really the better deal,” sald Pa.
trick W. Harrison, chairman of the
Amerlcan Bankers Associatlon com-
mittee on consumer credit. Harrison
s also executlve vice-president,
Commerce Unlon Bank In Nashville,

Harrison pointed out that a cash
rebate, If applied to the purchase
price of the car, could result in a
lower monthly payment -using con.
ventlonal bank flnancing than fi-
nancing with subsidized loans made
through GM's captive finance affjli-
ate, General Motors Acceptance

Corp.
“Further, there are many ways

that the costs of subsidizing these
rales can be passed back to the un-
suspecting consumer,” such s un-
necessary optlons and additional
dealer preparation charges.

MEANWHILE, a GM offlclal re-
ported a “blockbuster” reactlion to

misslon notlfled Locals 92 and 529
thelr contracts won't be extended be-
yond Sunday,

The workers had refused to ratify
an earlier tentative agreement that
had been reached by the Road Com-
misslon and AFSCME negotiaters.
Those agreements called for wage

der terms of the' past three-year con-
tract, which bad been extended on
meeting-to-meeting basfs since June
30. That extension could have been
terminated by either side with 10-
day notice. The OCRC dellvered
management’s notice that termina.
tlon would occur yesterday if no new

and salary o

9.26 percent over three years, ac-

cordIng to the Road Commission,
Both locals had been working un-

8 were reached.

Both sides declined to reveal
terms of the agreements pending
ratification votes.

low GM rate

“Before signing any deals, the car
buyer should check with thelr bunk-
er, who has the knowledge necessary
to compare total consumer costs.”

The Amerlcan Bankers Associa-

tlon Is the natlonal trade and profes-
slonal assoclation for full service
banks. The combined assets of fts
member banks represent approxi-
m{uely 95 percent of the Industry to-
tal,

its six-week cut-rate auto fil
“We are getting reports from GM

dealers across the country of huge,

crowds — in some cases, standing
room only — in their showrooms,”
said James G. Vorhes, vice president
for GM customer sales and service

@
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Vorhes said daily sales were run-
ning as much as six times higher
than normal. A Grand Rapids wom-
an customer sat on the hood of a
Nova for an hour and a half until a
salesman could talk to her,

Ve
THE " BANKERS group warned,
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Kltchen & Dining Chairs from $19.95
5 Day Service Avallable
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All Work Guaranteed
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road funds

sought to assure commissioners It
would bring wide economlc beneflts,

“I keep getting the fccling (you
think) this is something for Aubum
Hills or (Commissioner) Roy
Rewold,"” Nelson sald.

COMMISSIONERS, even though
favoring the Chrysler profect, had
many questlors about its complexity

and about setting precedents.
“It's a project of tremendous mag-
nltude . , . . meritorious. . . . wor-

thy,” said Commissioncr Alex Peri.
noff, D-Southfleld. “But we've got a
budget to contend with,”

“I believe in this project,” said
Commissioner James E. Lannl, R-
Royal Oak. “But my concern is that

WESTLAND:
040 Wayne Road
HNear Westtand Shopping Cenler
729.5800

this week it's Auburn Hills, next
week it may be Novl.”

County funds belng llmlted, Lannl
asked for establiskment of an “In-
frastructure bank” to put up ad-
vance money for such projects. But
the flnance commilttee, faced with
the need to act on the Auburn Hllls
proposal, dldn't have time to work
on a leng-term plan,

Commissioner James Doyon, D-
Madison Helghts, had qualms about
the Auburn Hills TIFA, which cap-
tures property taxes on new con-
structlon, denying the revenues Lo lo-
cal school districts. “One of the com-
ponents 1s Pontiae School District,

“ which is one of our most distressed
school distriets,” sald Doyon. :

OETROIT:
20535 James Cauzens Highway
Near Northtand Shopping Center
176

EAST DETROIT:
120929 Gratior Avenue
Nuar B Mile Aoad
7724070

GREETINGS
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IMPORTANT SAVINGS ON PERSONALIZED dHRISTMAS CARDS
Begln your Christmas shopping by selecting your greeting cards at
Jacobsen's. By ordering at this time, you can anjoy
savings on all personalized Christmas cards. Order your supply now
and have them ready In planty of time for the holiday season.

Now through Ssptember 20, 1988,

Jacobson’s ;

Wo welcama Jacobson's Charge Card or Tho Amarlcan Express® Card. -

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday ol
Until 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

—




