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Taking an unromantic look at tr

Britlsh film imports have been
quite successful recently — witness
the rather long of “A Room with a
View," the Ivory-Merchant tour
d'force of social comedy which has
Just moved from the Maple to the
Eastland Mall Theatres. If you ha.
ven't seen “A Room with a View,”
put this charming flim on your cal-
endar,

Anothier long-running British im-
port Is “Mona Lisa,” (R) a vivid,
Eripping look al the scamy side of
things, Starring Bob Hoskins — he

was
Alda’s “Sweet Liberty™ — and MI-
chael Caine, “Mona Lisa*

the Insecure writer In Alan’

George (Hosklns) Is released after
serving seven years in prison. He ex-
pects the mob, personifled by
Mortwell (Caine), to take care of
him, particularly since his wife will
have nothing to do with him. Only
Irtend Thomas (Robble Coltraine), a
strange inventor-mechanle frlend,
comes to George's ald.

Mortwell is away but his leuten-
ant flnally puts George to work
chauffeuring Simone (Cathy Tysen),
a high-class, black prostitute, from
job to job. George generally waits in
plush hotel lobbles while Slmone is
at work,

George and Simone develop a very

ly dissects the llves of mobsters,
pimps and prostltutes wlithout the of-
fensive gore so common In the sleaze
and slime (lims this side of the At.
Tantle.

elose, tender but it turns
out that, in splte of her affection for
George, Simone s using him to track
down her glrifriend, Cathy (Kate
Hardle), a 15-year old prostltule
whose drug habit enables the mob to

exploit her with dlrty and desplcable
old men,

While the aubject matter is scamy,
the treatment is not — and that
mukes all the difference. The screen-
play never wanders from its Intent
and, with heavy, measured tread
proceeds to its inevitable conclu.

- stons, both tragle and rewarding.

In particular, however, the pho-
tography and acling engage our
senses. Roger Pratt’s ‘slightly sof-
tened, dingy gray views of London's
porno shops In contrast to the yel-
lowed, nostalgic look of the posh ho-
tel lobbles, where George waits
while Simone works, strike just the
right note: “Here, {riends, is the look
of the wealthy, but we know the
dirty, gray things they're dolng.” It's
Just that the rich don't have to do It
In publle.

Michael Calne and Bob Hosklns

are masterful actors, but this film
belongs to the scenes played between
Hosklns and Cathy Tyson. In her fllm
debut, Tyson, ntece of American ac-
tress Cicely Tyson, draws a remark.
able portrait of a successful prostl-
tute llving in fear of the beatings ad-
ministered by her former pimp,

The dramatlc tenslon in her rela-
tionship with George touches our
sensibtlities. Most Important of all,
however, are the ways in which thelr
love affair underscores the film's re-
alistic and often overlooked mes-
sage: all human beings have fcellngs.

Pimps, and

agic lovers

It all the recls were delivered,
“The Glrl in the Pleture® (PG-13)
openced Friday, Sept. 5. Two reels
were lost s0 It was not screened in
time for this column but based on
advance publlclty, the British import
looks t entlrely In

every other unfortunate individual,
all are human belngs with fecllngs,
no matter how scamy and sordid
thelr llves may be, It is a lesson in
humanity we all need re-taught from
time to time.

‘Restaurant proves its panache

Your traveling taster visits
-irea eateries and rates themon a
100-point scale. Up to 30 points
are awarded for ambiance, which
includes general atmosphere and
service; 55 points for food and 15
points for price value/rating. A
total count of 59 points or less in-
dicates @ restaurant is not rec-
ommended; 60-74 points signify
from passing to good; 75-89 points
designate very good with some
cxtraordinary features; and 90-
100 points show that a very spe-
cial dining experience awaits
you,

PANACHE, 555 §.

Service was attentive — overly so,
at times, On several occasions we
stopped the waiter or busman from
clearing plates while people were
still eating. Our walter was friendly
and trylng hard to please, He was jn-
formed about the dishes and specials
although we were misted in ordering
the duck entree which was not at all
what we expecled, Serving and
clearing (with the above cxceptlon)
were handled professionally, wlith
clean stiverware and ample water a5
needed. Service — 15 points maxi-
mum. Points awarded — 12,

Al three nppet'izels that we or-

Birmingham (642-9400,} Is housed in
the former locatlon of Archibald's,
Reader T.F.H. of Troy recommend.
ed Panache and — especlally insofar
as the food Is concerned — the
change is qulte an Improvement, Al
though the basic decor remalns the
same, a new lighter-colored carpet
glves the dining room a more llvely
feclings. Some of the tables are
crowded and it was rather warm in
the dining room, but over all thisis a
very pleasant and comfortable set-
ting. The waiters and waitresses
wear formal shirts and pants with
red bow ties and cummerbunds, One
change we noted is the new clientele,
now often more casual and some-
what younger than the group that
used to frequent the restaurant, Res-
ervatlons are suggested and ours
was honored promptly. Dinner took
one and three-quarters hours, Gen-
eral atmosphere — 15 points
mazimum, Points awarded — 13.

dered were ‘The chicken
pate ($3.95) was attractively pre-
sented; the tastes blended nicely,
with the sweet peanut butter sauce
addIng a zesty taste, The duck, liver
and pork mousse pate was expensive
{$7.75) but very enjoyable. The
smooth, mild taste was especlally
pleasing in the mousse form.
smoked Canadian ralnbow trout
{$6.95,) served with a sweet mustard
sauce was fresh and full of flavor.
Drinks were reasonable and good
and the fresh baked rolls, especially
the onfon rolls, were eaten qulckly
and too often; but they were so good,
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- Drinks, Appetizers and Bread -

10 points mazimum, Points
awarded — 10.

The Caesar salad which Is includ.
ed with the entrees proved . disap-
polnting. It was not chilled and
lacked flavor. The garden salad, too,
seemed ordinary, especially In com-
parlson with other food categaries.
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LAS VEGAS

MASONIC TEMPLE

986 OUELLETTE AVENUE—WINDSOR, ONTARIO

2 ® pioneer
?5 women

—PRESENYS —

CASINO

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1986 — 6:00 P,M, T0 1:00 A.M.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13— 3:00 P.M. T0 1:00 A
SURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14~ 3:00 P.M. TO 11:00 P.M,

Admission $1.00

40% on U.S. Funds

Free
Birthday
Dinner

Ofter good thru Sopt. 30. Ona
1reo combo hibachi steak &
chicken dinner por party of 4
or more. Sliced and diced
and sizzled righl betoro
your oyos, Tax, tIp,
alcohollc beverage not
Included, Proof of Sept.
birthdate raquired
(drivar's licanse,

birth certiticote).

/

J
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J‘FANE 8E STEAK HOUSE
P
Doorborn Fairiane Conter 593-3200 .
Troy Wast Dig Dosver Rosd 843-8340
Ron Con Ad}.10 Tha Westin Hotel  587-8600

Sel
Glasgow, Scotland, it's bilted as a
lighthearted, realistic comedy about
the disappointments, disillusion-
;nen!s and ultimate dlscovery of true
ove,

ON THIS SIDE of the Atlantle our
worst fears, our most distorted
nightmares, have come to pass: the
son of Chuck Norris meets the bride
of the Soviets in “Born American™
{R), the latest In the action-fantasy
{llms wherlz indomitable American

ioele-hands

a count

ing for taste

D. Gustibus

Salad” — 5 points mazimum.
Points awarded — 3.

An excellent veal piccata ($14.50)
was prepared just right with a rich
lemon caper flavor; it was tender
and dellclous, The Lake Erie picker-
al ($14.50) scemed fresh from the

was light and creamy, with a rich
strawberry taste. At $3.50 each,
these desserts were well worth the
price. Dessert — 10 points mazi.
mum. Points awarded — 10.

The full meal for two, with tip, to-

water and had a mild,
taste. The one disappaintment was
the duck iIn orange sauce ($14.75)
which we ordered “erisp,” thinking it
was a half duck. Instead we recelved
duck breast filets which were tough
and had a very gamey taste. The
garnlshes, your cholce of a potato
with mushroom and cheese or cu-
cumbers_with dlll, were both very
good. Entree, vegetables and
garnishes — 30 points max{mum.
Points awarded — 25,

Finally, the hazelnut cheesecake
tasted light and right. It was an ex-
cellent taste comblnatlon that we
thoroughly enjoyed. The raspberry
linzer torte had a nlce hint of cln-
namon to give it a refreshing and
pleasing flavor. The strawberry
shortcake also hlt the spot. It too,

taled about $65 per couple, In view
of the and
good food, this seemed reasonable
although not inexpensive. Price/
Value . — 15 points maximum,
Points awarded — 13,

A COUNTING FOR TASTE — 100
points maximum, Total polnts
awarded — 86. New management
and a new menu have made Panache
worthy of consideration when you
are wondering where to eat in Blr-
mingham.

D, Gustibus welcomes your re-
actions, comments and sugpes-
tion of favorite restaurants in the
Observer & Eceentric communi-
ties. Write to D. Gustibus, in care
of Observer & Eccentric, Enter-
tainment department, P.O. Boz.
3503, Birmingham 48012,

FLORIDA

3,4 & 7 NIGHTS

WE OFFER “BIG"

SAVINGS ON:

PRESIDENTIAL AIRWAYS
FOR TRAVEL MON. YHAU THURS,
BETWEEN 2/2 AND 10/15 70 ALL

|___FLORIOA CITIES. CALL FOR BETAILS.

ATLANTIC CITY

3
> m MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY
% BEQGINS 8/25/86

; AIRHOTEL
erom$ 239, AR HTEL
ADVANCED BOOKING

$89 95 5139 fou

o
%/‘ ;6’2 557-2260

ORLANDO

ONE WEEK STAY

VALID 8/30 - 9/27 » PRICES ARE NOT
RETROACTIVE - PMT. IN 7 DAYS

HAWAII

ONE WEEK STAY
WAIKIKI SAND VILLA
AlR+HOTEL
From: $559 AR
ADVANCED BOOKING

as an attendance
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The Place To Meet

Allow the experienced sales
staff of the Kingsley Inn to assist
in the coordination of your off~
site seminar or meeting.

Meeting facilities for groups as
few as four persons or as large

of 400.

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
" BLOOMFIELD HILLS:* 6441400

erocs singl ly destroy cn-
tire battalions of communist soldiers
~ without even trying.

Savoy (Chuck’s son, Mike) and two
buddies, Mitch and K.C. {Steve Dor-
ham and David Coburn), get drunk
and {imbo under the Russo-Finnlsh
border. That's right, this Is just an-
other dance party. They embark on a

dangerous adventure that is so
confused and confusing that watch-
Ing the film is a deadly experience,
Try to avold it. If, however, you do
have the misfortune to screen “Born
Amerlean,” don't admit it.

On a more encouraging nhote, this
weekend The Detrolt Flim Theatre
will screen two flims by and about
the other side of the Paclile Ocean.

At 7 pm. and 9:30 p.m,, Friday
and Saturday, Sept. 12-13, Peter-
Wang's 1985 film, “A Great Wall,"
will be shown in the Detroit Institute
of Art auditorlum.

“A Great Wall” Is the first Ameri-
can movle fllmed In China in recent
years. It is a sophisticated comedy
about an assimilated Chinese-Ameri-
can family from San Franclsco who
declde to visit their relatives In Pe.

B L S

ing.

Contlnuing the oricntal flavor, at 7
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 14 the DFT will
sereen Kurosawa's 1946, *No Re-
grets for Our Youth,” the emotional
story of a Kyoto University profes-
sor forced to reslgn because of his
alteged communlstlc activities.
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“12 Mile & Orchard Lake'
553-0000 :. . . -

GREAT ESCAP
* DELUXE DOUBLE ROOM
*DINNER AT ) penntsONS
* INDOOR SWIMMING POOL & WHIRLPOOL
* FREE USE OF ONE..ONE ATHLETIC CLUB

*MOVIE THEATER TICKETS » IN-ROOM MOVIES
* Gift Cortificates Avatlabla i

. géa;iny lnn R

'WEEKEND
PACKAGE

WEATHER UPDATL:

Mainly
Lobst
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2 for the price of 1
Order a steamed lobster dinner at regular price
and get your sccond lobster Free. 2 for | special
value good only for individual consumption,
Offer expires October 31, 1986.

12 Mile at Orchard Lake, Farmington Hills 553-7000
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