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Wine cooler issue: handling fees for stores

By Tim Rlchard
staft writer

A proposed 10-cent deposit on
wine cooler and mixed drink con-
tainers s scheduled for a floor vate
by the state House of Representa-
tlves today after sajilng 10-1 through
a committee Wednesday.

The blg debate wlll be over
amendments affectlng retaflers and
beverage distributors.

“Ten cents Is fair,” sald Rep. Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion, who voted
for the no-compromlse measure In
committee.

THE HOUSE Liquor Control Com-
mittee quickly dropped a so-called
compromlse measure veduclng the
deposit on wine coaler bottles to five
cents after it was bitterly denounced
by Thomas L. Washington, executive
director of the Michigan Unlted Con-
servatlon Clubs, .

MUCC spearheaded the 1976 voter

inltlatlve that enacted a deposit law
for beer and pop and Is continutng its
petltion drive for a wine cooler de-
poslt vote,

Dunaskiss, the only Obscrver &
Eccentric area lawmaker on the
committee, said a survey of hls
northern Oakland distrlct shows “in
excess of 90 percent are In favor” of
extending the deposlt law to wine
coolers and mixed drinks.

THE KEY questions today, howev-
er, aren’t whether it will be passed
but how It will be amended to appeal
to bustness groups.,

Grocery stores pleaded for a two-
cenis “handling fee” because of costs
they incur In returaing cans and bot-
tles (o the plants, That amendment
was rejected on a 7-4 vote.

The other amendment, which
passed 9-2, would permlit distribu-
tors to be given excluslve terrltorles
{or wine caalers,

‘The MUCC's W: asked i

that were acceptable, said, “Well —
yeah. We won't go to the mat on that.
But the consumers and retailers
might be uptight about excluslve ter-
ritorjes.” :

He said MUCC's petition drive
would continue until a bill is passed
by bath houses of the Legislature and
signed by the governor.

DUNASKISS, WHO supported hoth
amendments, called them falr.

“I think a two-cent handling fee
for ‘Mom and Pop' retailers is falr,”
said Dunasklss, whose north Oakland
district includes Oakland Township.

“We heard testimony that the
wholesalers are taking in $20 milllon
to $30 milllon a year” for cans and
battles that are never redeemed.
La backlng the t: t
handling fee for retallers said the
money could come from that “float”
without being tacked onto purchase
prices.

OU will honor
jurist, 3 faculty

idea was all right, “But thls is not
the bill to do It on.” The MUCC chief
sald he would be “willing to sit down
and work with them” on a separate

Spokesmen for tha Michigan Mer-
chants Council sald Mlchigan and
Oregon arc the only two states, of
nine with deposit laws, which fall to
give retailers a handling fee. They
sald cach Kroger supermarket, for
example, spends $509 a week on la-
bor, accounling and management
time for handling returnables — a
total of $1.5 miilien a year in Michi-

gan,

Although the handling fee amend-
ment lost in commitlee, Dunaskiss
predlcted an cffort to add it In floor
debate before the full 110-member
House,

THE EXCLUSIVE territory for
distributors was assured In a sepa.
rate bill that Is “tie-barred” to the
wine cooler blll — that is, neither be-
comes law unless both are signed,

“The Idea of territorles scems to
be falr,” sald Dunaskiss. “If they
(distributors) don't have them, some-
body can come in, dump & preduct
*John Q. Winecooler,’ and you're sit-
ting there with all those ‘John Q.

State Rep. Mat Dunaskiss,
R-Lake Orion, said a
survey of his northern
Oakland district shows
“in excess of 90 percent
are in favor” of extending
the deposit law to wine
coolers and mixed drinks.

blaming these cost inereases on the
‘Bottle Bill'-as they did when the
origlnal biHl passed in 1976,

bottles that are unredeemable.”

But Washington opposed the tie-
bar procedurc and the whole territo-
riesidea.

“The sole purpose is to grant an
excluslve rlght to certain dlstrlbu-
tors to sell wine coolers in certain
territerics, thereby stifiing competl
tion.” he sald.

THE PANEL rejected an omend-
ment by Rep, Carl Gnodtke, R.
Sawyer, to extend the deposlt taw to
hard liquor. o

Opponents generally felt lquor
bottles don’t wind up on roadsides,

Washington added that granting
excluslve terrltories would “glve the
beer and wine wholesalers the per-
fect excuse for ralsing prices and

parks, beaches and lawns with the
same frequency that pop, beer, wine
cooler and mixed drink containcrs

0. .

G. Mennen Willlams, retiving chief
Justice of the Michlgan Supreme
Court, will recelve an honorary doc-
tor of laws degree when Oakland
Universlty holds commencement ex-
ereises at 2 p.m, Sunday.

Two OU faculty members from
Rochester Hllls will share in a $1,000
teaching excellence award in cere-
monies in Baldwin Pavilion on cam-
pus, and a third will recelve a re-
search excellence grant.

and anthropology — “epitomlzes the
term teacher,” clted for “Infinite pa-
tience, genuine carlng and humor.”
He and Facko will share the out-
standing teacher prlze,

o Ranald D. Hansen, psychology
— recipient of a $1,000 rescarch ex-
cellence award by the QU Research
Committee.

Qutstanding alumni also will be
honored at

G. Mannen Willlama
h by OU
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OU will award 434 underg
and 199 graduate degrees, including
faur doctorates — one in blomedical
sclences and three in systems engl-
neering.

'WILLIAMS, who retlres at the end
of the year after 16 years on the high
couct, has been In public affalrs for
50 years,

He was a six-term governor from
1949-60, then secretary of state for
Afrlcan affairs and U.S. ambassador
to the Philipplnes in the Kennedy-
Johnson adminlstration,

1In 1967, Willlams gave OU his 218-
picce collectlon of African art, the
core of what ls now a permanent col-

lection of sculpture and painting In -

Meadow Brook Art Gallery.

FACULTY members cited will be:

® Robert 1. Facko, music — *re-
speeted and held in deep affectlon”
by students for his motlvation, ac-
cesslbility and enthuslasm.

® Richard B. Stamps, soclology

Gas hill cut
due in October

Consumers Power Co, will make a
one-time refund In October of about
$27.9 million to its 1.2 milllon natu-
ral gas customers.

The refund was approved this
week by the Michigan Public Service
Commission.

The typlcal natural gas residentlal
customer will recelve a blll credit of
approximately $13 in October.

The majorlty of the refund is due
to a rate sctilement reached be-

Saks Fifth Avenue
and

GQ
Proudly Present
"CGQ/SFA...Style America”

Joinus for an evening of the season’s best
incurrent looks and lifestyles for the
cantemporary man, with our
Special Guest, Edward Menicheschi, GQ
Fashion Merchandising Director.

Saturday, September 13th % Saks Fifth Avenue
% Somerset Mall, Troy .
7:30 P.M. * Complimentary Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvres Buffet
8:30 P.BL % SFA “Style America” Fashion Presentation
9:30 P.M. % lifestyle Demonstrations, Dessert & Alterglow

*18.00 Per Person Tickets available at the Credit Office on the
third floor of the Troy store; which will be open Thursday
and Friday, 10a.m-9p.m, and Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

kS St gernue

SomersetMall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy

tween Trunkline Gas Co,, C
Power's main supplier, and the Fed-
cral Energy Regulatory Commission
for gas Trunkline sold between De-
cember 1983 ard February 1985,

Under the settlement Consumers
Power received app

ROLE
FOR THE TWO OF YOU
-

$21
million which, with interest, Is belng
refunded to its customers.

The refund also tncludes approxi-
mately $2.2 milllon In profits from
gas storoge, $1.3 million In a Marys.
ville property tax scttlement, and
aother lesser amounts from miscella-
neous surees.

Charles F. Brown, vice president
for customer servlces and marketing
for Consumers Power, said, “In addl-
(fon to this one-time refund, we have
previously announced that for the
wlinter the natural gas rates of our
customers are decreasing about 12
percent.

“This 12 percent reduction, the re-
sult of anticlpated lower purchase
costs from our plpeline suppllers,
plus a recent Consumers Power rate
settlement with the Michlgan Public
Service Commisston, means an esti-
mated annual savings beglnning
Sept. 1 of an additional $161 milllon
for our 1.2 million natural gas cus-
tomers,” said Brown.

Consumers Power Co. Is Michl-
gan's largest utllity, serving almost
six million of the state’s nine million
residents In 67 of the 68 Lower Pen-
Insula countles.

Together,
thare's so
much good
we can do.

Ten hour work days, fifteen minute lunches... Rolex
knows the tigors of your life. For him, for her - 18k
gold and stainless steel with perpetual date. And ours
comes with an extended two year warranty. Free
cngraving, too. Sclection varics by store,

* ‘
charles w. warren
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The Claymore $hop personally ewdes you (o the
Falshowing of The most dabicin e names
inollthe-peg and made 10 measure cioth

NORMAN HILTON
Thursday, September 11
friday, September 12
Naon t0 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 13
10:00 am, to 6:00 p.m,

At The Lioness
FREEDBURG OF BOSTON

personally represented by
Les Hale
Friday, September 12
Noon t0 9:00 p.m,
Saturday, September 13
10:00 am, to 6:00 p.m.

Linetita,  Oxxford Glothes Please be our guest for wine and cheese  ©
Sept. 18, 19 Sept. 25, 26, 27 during these speclal showings, .
-&Y&%Oglgl}wl(.'k Monday, Tussday, Wednesday 10.00 am. (w600
12,3,

Thursday and Filay 1000 am 10 9:00 pm

Swatches It ail our Saturday 10:00 am. 10 6:00 pm.
clothing manufaciceees will b
available theough Octahier 4ihy

o

O Y

rx‘? Pold% Ralph Lauren

I

The custom swatche
avaiable duting the

lo by Ratph Lavren will be
o month of September.
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Banana Republic: A Short History
Chapter 1

Never buy clothing
by the pound
from someone
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E) came upon the Spanish Paratrooper

£ Shirtse Our kind of shirts. We were
not retailers, but an artist and a

writer who enjoyed dressing 7 A

w/ﬂ{ %
natural-fabric safari-style clothing. 7 '.%» ]
42!

our own way--in functional, well-made,

We spotted those shirts in a damp warehouse ’
in a dark Madrid alley and had them
shipped home to the UeSe ees
that's when we learned
never to buy clothing
by the pound. When we
unpacked the shirts,

we also found a lot of

0ld airplane partSeese

Il TRAVEL G SAFARI CLOTHING C°
© Blrmingham; 203 PiercsStrost » Grossc Polntei 18822 Xorcheval Avenue
. Call talogue & Information .

Browse our splandid callection of travel books inGra



