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Postcards provide a peek into the past

David Litopot is @ middie school
teacher in the Farminpton Public
Schools where he teaches a Michi-
gun history class, He is @ member
of the Farmington [ilis Histori
cal Commission and the Farm-
wigton Historical Society.

Dy Davld Lilogot
special writer

Strolling through antlque shops,
<arage sales and flea markets this
summer, I was amazed at the history
that can be Jearned.

Unreccognizable items were ox-
plained by the seller for just the ask-
ing. Items that Jooked worthless
have farge prices due to thelr rarity
atl histary, At times, it was disturb-
ing to lind something that I threw
away years ago as “junk’ was pow
valuable and desired. Baseball
vards, comic books, glassware, post-
cards, furniture, tools, and even
clothes,

1f one loiters long enough In an an-
tique shop, he would hear conversa-
tions like, “My grandmaother had one
of those,” or “That's like the one
Aunt Helen had.”

Since I am interested In photogra-
phy, T am drawn to the old postcards
and sterco cards. I was rather for-
tunate this summer In finding four
posteards pleturing old scenes of the
Farmingion area.
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ONE CARD had a view of the
bridge over the Rouge Creek (behind
the Baptist Church). It was post-
marked Oct. 1, 1914, and was sent to
*Mr, and Mrs. Stanley Drake, Farm-
Ington, Mlchigan.” In 1914, no other
address was needed. It was slgned
“Catherlne” and talked about a
dance at the Odd Fellows Hall.

A sccond card was hand-colored
and showed a small waterfall, It was
entifled  “Greetings from North
Farmington, Mlchigan.” (North
Farmington was a village at the cor-
ner of Farmington Road and 14 Mile
years ago,

} had a post office, a creamery,
some stores, and a few homes) It
was postmarked in 1910 and ad-
dressed to “Mrs. Hess" in Detroit.
Sent by “Neltie,” it displays a stamp
for anc cent, For all you folks out
there who arc younger than 35, post-
cards cost just a penny to mall for
many years, The message from Nel-
lle discussed the 60 dozen eggs she
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Noon-3:00 P.M. Sept. 22, 27 or Oct, 6
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sent out that morning and the fact
that she nceded some coifee.

My third card was dated In De-
cember 1948 but postmarked in
Dearborn. The picture was of the
Botsford Inn after Henry Ford re-
modeled it. The card was sent by
“Nlta" of Morley Avenue in Dear-
born and sent to a “Miss K. Hugh-
son" In Pasedena, Calll. Obvlously,
Nita visited the inn shortly before
she :vratc to her friend on the west
coas

My prize find of my vacation was
a 1912 card with a pleture of the
Owen House. This hotel in Farming-
ton sat on the southeast corncr of
Grand River and Farmington Road,
It was eventually moved and finally
burned In the 1930s, The photo was
taken by that “roving” posteard pho-
tographer Pesha. The photo Is stll}
clear and the resolution is fine and
accurate, “Ruby B.” sent the card to
“Mrs, Lily Julmson" in Cadhlac. For
some reasan, the card was eventual-
ly returned to the sender,

Farmington history can be found
around the state, maybe the country.
Stop by a few shops and sec if you

can pick up some history or a
postcard or two, I'm sure the Farm-
Ington Historical Museum would be
glad to accept a donation of some old
pletures and momentoes of the area.
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