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Remodeling doesn’t
have to be nightmare

We've heard all about the architec-
lurul miracles of remodeling — and
we've heard the horror stories, too.

But if you think chilling tales — like
the onc about the couple who had to
sleep in the dining room for nine
months while their bedroom was being
remodled, or the family who took sev-
en years to add on a family room .-
are enough to scm’c the average Ameri-
can home owner away, think again.

At a projected annual dollar volume
of $58 billion in 1986, professionally in-
stalled residentiol remodeling  will
again top the new home construction
industry, according to Qualified Remo-
deler Inc.

“For the third stroight year, profes-
sional residentin! remodeling has out-
paced new home cunstruction,” says
David Sauer, president of lified

First off, plan on the job costing
more than you expect. It's wise to add
20 percent to your lowest estimate.

YOU CAN ALSO count on the
project taking longer than you expect.
It's oll right to be a pessimist in this
situation — assume that everything
that can go wraong will.

. Armed with renlistic expectations,
you can minimize some of the prob.
lems, The best way is to move out, of
course, or don't move in during the
heaviest part of the work.

But this is o luxury many cun't af-
ford. If you must live in the house, try
to get the bulk of the work completed
in the summer when children are busy
with friends, swimming lessons and
camp, ond workcrs can leave bulky
outside. An-

Remodelers. “And in 1986, the gap has
widened even further.”

DO IT-YOURSELFERS are expect-
cd to spend abaut $19.5 billion in 1986.

“The trend is clear,” Sauver says.
“More and more American home own-
ers are T that professional re-

and e

other p!us' You'll Inkely have a vaca.
tion or a few long weekends to escape.

Choose a professional you can talk
to and trust. Make sure supplies and
workers are ready at the same time,
then stay away from the work aren as
much as posssblc

Be renhstlc m deciding what the

<

pr Id do and what you

modeling offers more options and is
less expensive than upreoting the fam.
ily and buying a new home.

“For example, with the recent de-
cline in interest rates, second mort-
gage money is less expensive. By tak-
ing out a second mortgage for a remod-
¢ling project, home owners expand
their equity, nnd at the same time re-
tain the low interest on their first
mortgage.”

Great, you say. But it would be bet-
ter if the job was a little less painful to
live through.

Well, if you're contemplating remod-
eling, it's best to recognize certain
facts from the onset, according to
Richard Rosan, architect and presi-
dent of the Real Estate Board of New
York in “"The Book of Inside Informa.
tion" (Boardroom; 1985},

can do yoursell, especially if you hold
a full-time job, Experienced workers
should handle demolition, basic car-
pentry, wiring, plumbing and masonry,
floor scraping and refinishing, You ean
probably tackle wallpapering, paint-
im;. stripping, sanding, tiling and lay-
ing parquet-wood floor squares with
relative case.

D0 THE REMODELING in stag-
es. Get a couple of rooms finished and
clean and livable quickly, And during
the remodeling, try to keep the arca
clean, even if the workers are coming
back the next day to make a new miess.
It will help the family morale.

You can survive a remodeling job.
With proper planning, the work can go
smoothly, and the end results might
just surpass your expectations.

TURN AN UGLY. WORN-OUT W[NDOW
INTO A BEAUTIFUL "BAY VIEW."

Add character 10 your home with Andersen®
bay or bow windows. Insulating woxd core and
double-pane glass for energy efficiency.
Low-upkeep vinyl exteriors. Free estimates,

- Roof net supplicd by Andersen.
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ric while kcepmg trimmings to a min-
imum.

THE RIGHT WINDOW treat-
ment can disguise an itectural
blunder, Mismatched windows gain
umformnty when dressed with dra-
pcncs identical in size and style, Bor-
ing window trim disappears when
shades or blinds are mounted edge-to-
edge on the window casing, thus
masking the molding while dressing
the window,

If you need color or pattern in a
room but don’t know quite how to ap-
ply it, try adding it to the window
treatment. The fabric represents a
smaller space and smaller invest-
ment, so the pattern won't be as over-

Window dressing

powering as it would on a wall or
floor and the curtains can be changed
without major expense. For variety,
try patterned shades.

Window treatments are also a
great way to contine a roams
theme. A sleck, modern interior envi-
ronment needs the smooth, clean
lines of metallic vertical blinds while
perky cafe curtains or painted
shutters best complement a country
room. Try a wall-towall sliding
screen in an Oriental room.

A window treatment can put the
spotlight on a window, making it the
focal paint of the room. Who could
ignore a stained-glass masterpiece sct
into n room's main window, or a win-
dow “layered” with tieback draperies
over contrasting under-draperies.




