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Cocaine
up close

Kake no mistake about it

“Cocaine is In a class by ilseil,
The demographic barriets we once
thought were there are not.™

So says Dr. korris Fineman, who
heads the chemical dependency
unit at Bolsford General Hospaal,
Farmington Hills.

Al of us,” he says, “have &
responsiblity 10 leach the
schools, medical community, paf-
ents. The whole thing 15 educaling
Ihe public — it's just not going to
go away."”

Crack, or frechase, is @ neatly
pure derivative of cocamne. 1's
cheap, smokable, very potent and
highly addictive. Ninety percent of
cocaine sold in Detroit is believed
1o be crack

Sold in small rock-like pieces.
crack is readily avaifable on he
street tor $10 10 $30.

ABOUT 24 MILLION Americans
have tried cocaine — [rom \Wall
Sweel  professionals 1o ghetlo
gwellers. Up 10 10 million use it dai-
ly. One of every six teenagers will
try it. Nationwide. there are four
million regular users.

A parent often doesn't discover
addwclion i children unti they
crash from a euphoric high — or
until they're arested for stealing,

or even murder, m search of the
cash needed 10 land that next Jix,

Such uncertainty has helped
maoke drug abuse a major national
concern.,

Without treatmeni, pain caused
by crack addiction can be intense.
Last year, 9,900 cocaine users
wo1e treated in emergency rooms
across the nation, The deaih rate
from cocaing in metro  Detroit
jumped from lve 10 41 belween
1982 and 1985,

The Observer has spent part of
the last month Irying 1o determing
1o whiit extent cocaine, particularly
crack, has invaded hves in Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills.

The accompanying story on
Page 1A delails how police and
health  counsclors  perceive  the
prablem. For a look & the medical
etiects of addiction, sce Page JA.
A 1ecovering addict is inlarviewed
on Page 1B.

— Bob Skiar, editor

If you have u news itent or an
idea for a feature story or an
action picture with a Farming-
ton-aren connection, send @
nate to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington
45024,

A TEAM effort.

Farmington Hills Police
Department’s Special Patrol
Qperational Team has received
. departmental unit citation for
itz undercover work in last
year's Oriental health spa
investigation.

“fhe investigation led 1o the
arrest of 16 Oriental women
and one man on soliciing-
related charges.

Honored were Chief William
Dwyer, Deputy Chief Mirl
Spencer, Lt. Martin Bledsoe,
Sgt. Albert sIavner and officers
Robert Burkart, Charles
$Hubbard, William Michaluk
and Alan Soderlund,

CONCERNEI about
aesthetics,

Farmington schiool officials
will increase maintenance of
landscaping around district
buildings.

School trustee and
Farmingten planning
commlssioner James
Abernethy told scheol board
members and administrators
that planning commissioners
are becoming Increasingly
concerned about the ook of
landscaped properiics.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week -~ Farmington
Hills officlals are constdering
beefing up the city's
landscaping requirements for
new buslness development.

Shal the City of Far

Baliot wording

Road improvement plans de-
tailed: Page 15. Related editoriul
comment: Page 17.

By Joanno Matiezowski
stalf writer
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Hitls, Ouktand County Michi-
A

doltars ¢

gan, borrow a sum not (o ex-
ceed  seven million
($7.000,600) and issue in one or
mare series its general obligo-
tion bonds thercfore, for the
purpose of defraying the cost
of muajor roud improvements
in
Hills?

Miss

the City of Farmington .

It's easy to see. At rush hour, mo-
torists assume battle stations, dodg-
ing cach other and trying 1o make
their way through bumper-to-bump-
er traffic.

Increasingly, Farmington Hills Is
becoming known for its nearly
gridlocked intersections and overly
congested roadways.

To improve the roads, Farmington
Hills offlclals have developed a

Shown arc a sampling of the tools of the trade for a cocaine addict

three-year, $14 million program
that's designed to relieve some of the
trafiic problems motorists have be-
come all too familiar with.

How the propesed improvements
will be financed Is a decislon that is
up to Farmington Hills voters.

On Tuesday, Sept. 23, voters will
£o 1o the polis to consider financing
the city's share of the road program
with gencral cbligation bonds. Vot-
ers can apply In person for absentce
ballots Thursday and Friday and
during speclally scheduled hours
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Scpt.
20, Ballots are duc by 8 p.m. election
day. In cases of emergency, volers
can cast absentce ballots in the clty

emesis

v
R
By Joanno Maliszewski i
staff wrlter i

Crack. ’
Until tittie more than a year ago, !
crack — used te describe a crystal- |
lized, purer and more lethal form &
of cocaine — was unheard of. b
The word may be new. The drug h

“lt's slmply a new way of pack- |
aging a product that has been on 4
the market a very long time. Prior [
to crack, people liked to freebase 3,
it. People just do thelr own distill-
Ing,” sald Lt. George Glbbard, in |,
charge of the Oaktand County Nar- i
cotics Enforcement Team (NET).

The latest pop-
ular version of
cocalne abuse Is
wreaking havece
in the country's
major citles. Po-
Yice ralds and ar-
rests are on the
anrcasc in ll}ll"

an centers. Un-
fortunately, so W. Dwyer
are the number Potice chief
of deaths that can be linked dlrect-
1y to the use of crack. ‘

With the debut of erack, a new
dimenslon has been added to the
difficulties of curbing the use and -,
sale of a drug not only considered }1
highly pleasurable and profitable,
hut also easy to conceal. i

Though the spotlight has focused %

heavily on the country's urban cen-
ters, including Detrolt, law en-
forcoment offlclals are preparing !
for the spread of the cocaine and
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onds would accelerate road work

clerk’s office between 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 22,

Of the $14 million program,
Farmington Hills' share is approxi-
mately $9 million. But 1 mill that
the Farmington Hitls City Council
Tevled for roads July 1 is being used
In conjunction with $750,000 from
the city’s major road fund to finance
$2 million of the $9 million city
share this year.

IF VOTERS approve the bond ob-
jigation request, the city’s remalning
$7 million worth of improvements
would be financed ever 10 years,

“ think it is very important to the
quality of iife in ibls communlty that

Looking back

Pageant called ‘incredible opportunity’

AUICK

By Loraino McClish
staft writer

Kelly Lynn Garver was glven a
one-day vacation following her ap-
pearance In the 1987 Miss Amerlca
Scholarship Pageant.

Tuesday, the 23-year-old North
Farmington High graduate, daugh-
ter of Arlene and Gerald Garver of
Farmington Hills, picked up her
schedule to continue her rounds as
Miss Michtgan, but said It was hard
to come down from the high she ex-
perlenced durlng her two wecks In
Atlantie City, home of the pageant.

“I've got so much ln my llfe now I
couldn't steep. 1 was up half the
night writlng lctters, writing thank-
you notes to ali of the people who
supported me, trying to write down
how 1 felt,” she sald, speaking Mon-
day from Muskegon, home away
from home while wearing the Miss
Michigan crown.

Summarlzlng her reaction to belng
chosen third runncr-up to Miss
America — Miss Tennessee, Kellye
Cash, 21 — Garver sald: “While I
was up on ihat stage as onc of the
top 10, I was half afrald they would
call my name and half afrald they
wouldn't, I felt a blt of disappolnt-
ment belng named third, then an lm-

we move forward with this pro-
gram,” City Manager Willlam Cos-
tick sald.

“This Is not a tax increase. We are

asking voters for the right to incur
debt. The intent is to pay for the
prinelple and interest on the debt out
of dthc mitl we levy,” Costick contia-
uecd.
The Farmington Hills City Courcit
this week expressed unanimous sup-
port for the proposed band issue. The
Farmington Board of Education bas
formally expressed the same sup-
port, citing the need for improved
roads In the community.
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Kelly Lynn Garver (center), with her mather, Arlene, and father, Gerald.
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