Landfill prices don’t
show full waste costs

“We are heavily dep

landfltls, and we won't have ultemm
tives untll we change the economles
of ;vaste disposal,” sald Dr. Larry

The Michigan State University
professor of agricultural cconomlcs
and resourcce development spoke at
a solid waste gathering

Penny
. Wright

our Iand

recently held in Southfleld,

Libby, along with the other gar-
bage disposal experts, contended
that cconomies plays a key. role in
determing the fate of our trash,

It's the result of a decrease in
avaiflable landfill sltes and the In-
crease in

JERRY POWELL, a recycllng
consultant and editor of Resource

The session was by
the MSU Cooperative Extenslon Ser-
vice In cooperation with the tri-coun-
ty solid waste planning committees
and area landflll operators.

“IN THE PAST, our attitudes and

Institutional practlces favored land-

as the least costly means for
disposing our garbage,” sald Likby.

Soclety can alter our current gar-
bage disposal methods, he indlcated,
by 1) pricing land disposal opera-
tlons to reflect the true costs of safe-
Iy handling wastes and 2) providing
flnanclal incentives for such alterna.
tives as resource recovery and recy-
¢llng,.

“We have been cavaller about
waste disposal. We haven't cared
about what happens to our trash af-
ter [t leaves the curb,” continued
Libby.

He sald such cavaller attitudes
have resulted in the cureent landfill
capacity problems =- and a growlng
concern for public safety.

‘There is a mave to use alternative
ways of handling residential, com-
merclnl and lndus‘(irinl wasle mate-

als an
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tion traced to
handung at existing dumps.

ACCORDING TO the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources,
landfllling is responsible for about
13 pereent of the known groundwa-
ter contamination problems state-
wide and 47 percent of the suspected
problems.

In Oakland County atone, six out
of 12 sites listed on the incldent flle
of the state's Toxle Substance Con-
trol Commission {TSSC, a body that
Investigates toxlc substances prob-
lems Ip the environment) are related
to Improper landtil} operations.

Waste management professionals
altending the session agreed that
landfilling will always play a part In
the waste disposal picture, but alter-
natives such as waste reduction, re-
eycling, composting, and Incinera-
tion wlil tessen reliance on land dls-
posal,

To the extent that cconomics fa-
vor the alternatlves, landiill usage
wlit decline.
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sajd
will 3mw as the economics favor
scparating certaln materlals from
the waste stream and processing
them Into raw materials or new
products.

“It’s a malter of supply and de-
mand,” sald Powell. “Consumlng re-
cycables is the Issue. As markets
grow for recycled products, through

an:
the rccycli;g industry will flourlsh.”

Powell sald the benefits of recy-
cling are numerous and include con-
serving energy, resources and land-
1 space. “Recycling is-the oldeat
form of waste management,” he
said, “the Liberty Bell was made
from recycled metal.”

POWELL PREDICTED that as
more markets are found for recycled
materials, we will see a growing
trend offering waste recycling as a
mlmic[ple service,

"We will have two separate gar-

bage plek-ups, with one
only for recyclable materials,* he
sald. .
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Tough agalnst wear. 7 colors avaitable,
Resllient nylon plla. 7 culom Regular $14,
Spatterns. 20 colors, Foam back.
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Easy cara olefin, Foamback, Regular

A good sefection of quality carpets. Plushas, sculptures, prints and more in today's most wanted styles and wlm

SAVE $4.11 YD.! MULTICOLORED SCROLL PATTERN
SAVE $5.11 YD.! CABIN CRAFTS NYLUN SCULPTURE
SAVE $2.62 YD.! I.I]VELY KITCHEN PRINTS

SAVE $3.11 YD.! HEATHERED I.EVEL LooP

SAVE $4.11 YD.! DENSE I.elgSTROUS NYLON PLUSH

Bcolors, 100% Moat Set nylan Regular $334
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COMPLETELY INSTALLED ,
OVER PRIME PADDING! .-
Outstanding values from Loes,

Mohawk and other fine carpol
makors, Fno quality carpels.

SAVE $9.00 Y0.! LEES POPULAR SEULPTURE

SAVE $7.00 Y0.! RNE WOOL BLEND BERBER
3 grastcolors, Contemporary look., Reg. $19.99 yd.

SAVE $5.00 YD.! MOHAWK LUSH SAXONY
12 colors. Selds e tweads. Regular S17.99 y0.

SAVE $4.51 Y0, RICH TONE ON YONE PLUSH
Exsy carn Anse IV exlen, 8 colors, g, SI7.50 0.

Spoclal Purchate. 6 eolera, 1200 yds. 0rig. $21.99 yd,
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SAVE $10,00 YD.! PATTERKED HYLON BERBER
Sollbidlng Aatron nylon, Specisl perehass. Reg. $24.99

SAVE $7.51 Y0.! KARASTAN LUXURY PLUSH

Bnaviityl new carpel. 25 fathica calors, Rag. $22.50 yd,

SAVE $2.00 YO. VIBRANT SCULPTURED PLUSH $1 4.9;,%:

10 yt. waae quirantes. 12 @ufticoiors, Aeg. $21.59 4. sl
SAVE $8.00 0.1 LEES ELEGANT SAXONY 51 49‘ s
Sundationat value. 20 bevly cotary, Regular $22.99y9. 3
SAVE $6.00 YD.1 ALEXARDER SMITH PLUSH

Sa, kexurlos, 27 sutstaniag cslocs. Hag. $20.49 yo.
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A great tew caspel. Mansasta iylen, Rbg, 33399 yd. bt o et bt b B8 10
SAVE $8,00 YD,1 OEEP, DENSE PLUSH $‘| 69? éeCieds Rart e ke 4 S1va Y.
Vot protected. 17 lovaly colers, Ragular $24.89 yd, $ 39 00/0 to 60“/0 0“
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R DR e 1 i 1P CUTFROM ROLL

e e e
nylons and more, Graa! quakty!
SAVE $9.00 YD.T ANTRON NYLON TWIST

Durable, practical 1xd desvtl, Regelas $22.990.

SAVE $8.00 YD.! LEES OUTSTANDING Pl!.ISH
Bgant abtia deater, 27 colors. Rigutic 326.

SAVE $11.51 Y0.! KARASTAN LOVELY SAXONY
An Incradible vatvy. 22 pramier colars. Atg. $30.30y2,

SAVE'$10.00 YD.! RICH, VEIiV‘EIY PLUSH

From eor Carpal One cottection, § colars. Rag. $20.99v4.

SAYE $6.00 Y0.! TEXTURED NYLON BERBER
Out mest prguiar, 12 cobers, Regular 324,99 yd.
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