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Financing plan
is forum focus

By Casoy Hans
siolt wrlior

Those looking toward a revitalized
downtown for Farmington are mov-
ing closer to that goal.

Resldents, business people and
others interested in its fate will be
glven the chance Nov. 3 to question
city officials about their intentions
for financing & rejuvenation of the
city’s central buslness district,

That is the date set for a public
hearing to discuss a tax increment
financing proposal and details of a
$1.44 million plan to bring pedestri-
an lighting, new sldewalks and addi-
tional landscaping 1o the 64-acre de-
velopment district.

The Farmington City Council
voted Monday 3-0 te schedule the
hearing, where interested partles, In-
cluding properly owners and, repre-
sentatives of other local taxing au-
thorities, can discuss the plan.

The council vote came after mem-
bers reviewed the 26-page plan pre-
pared by city adminlstrators and
city planner Christopher Wzacny.

“Now that we have the plan and
the people, we need the money,”
Mayor Willlam Hartsock said. “I
read the report with a great dea) of
Interest and anticipation. We've nev-
cr had a comprehensive plan.”

THE CITY'S Downtown Develop-
ment Authority board of directors
adopted the plan and authorized the
presentatien to city council at a
Sept. 9 meeting. City offictals said
they will now wait and see who has
questions and comments,

Council members were generally
supportive of the plan, and had only
a few comments before setting the
hearing date.

Councilman Richard Tupper sug-
gested a more definite ptan to staf{
the DDA to supervise future malnte-
nance and to keep the project going.

“We need a permancent staff. . . .
to go around and keep the thing
going,” he sald,

“I'm glad to see it all comling to-
gether,” Councllman Arneld Camp-
bell sald about the plan. “I can see a
lot of work went Into this.” Council
members Ralph Yoder and Shirley
Richardson were absent for Mon-
day’s vote.

Wzacny called the plan “import-
ant not only to the downtown, but the
. . .n general attitude and spirit of

on the east and Stocum on ik south.

TIHE DDA board has also dis-
cussed the [ssuance of revenue bonds
as a financing option. This would al-
tow the entire plan to be completed
in 18-24 months, instead of over a 5~
phase tler, sald board member and
City Manager Robert Deadman, who
presented the plan to council.

If this were option sclected, the
DDA may stifl ask the council for a
loan, until the bonds couid be sold,
Deadman added.

The project has a total of seven
phases — of which the first five
would include physical renovation.
The ptan calls for $190,000 to be
spent in development planning,
$121,000 in maintenance, $980,000 in
public improvements and $144,000
in interest expense for borrowed
money or for debt retirement on
bonds. Officials also estlmate in
their plan that $700,000 in private
sector projects will be under way
during the rejuvenation process.

Upon completion, the project will
include 160 trees, 108 lights, (wo
proposed crosswalks on Grand Rlver
and Farmington roads and other
amenities Including flve trash com-
pactors In shielded arcas, and deco-
rative trash receptacles,

Officials are proposing to spend
half a million doltars of the total
project during the flrst phase, which
would rejuvenate both sides of
Grand Rlver from Oakland to
Warner and Farmington Road from
Alta Loma and the Masonlc Temple
north of Grand River. This phaose
would alse improve the parking area
north of Grand Rlver.
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This is the proposed DDA dealgn plan. Landscaping improve-
ments downtown can be seen, The small circles rep trees
along downtown streets; the light ones are existing trees, the
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ton Road.

Farmington City Council will hold a
public hearing Monday, Nov. 3, to
discuss proposed downtown
improvements and their financing.
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