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‘Cocaine is in a class by itself,” doctor says

By Canaoy Hans
statf writer

ARMINGTON AREA profes-
sionals treating cocalne ad-

diets say the drug’s usage

has crossed soclo-cconomlc

boundaries because of the purificd,

. smoked verslon known on the strect
- as“ecrack.”

Prevlously an upper middle class
addiction because of the illegal
drug’s high cost, the purified version
— sold tn small pieces, or rocks —

. has became an extremely addlctlve
- $10high,
It's so addlctive, there is a nine-
month life expectancy for an addict
; who does not obtaln treatment. It
has become a boomlng $200 bllllen
industry, according (o exports.
“Cocaine is in a class by itself,”
* sald Dr, Morris Flneman, a Livonla
. physlcian and head of he 18-bed
chemical dependency unlt at Bots-
ford General Hospital, Farmington
* Hills. “The demographic barriers we
+ once thought were there are not,”
©  Fineman speculated that the re-
: fined form of cocaine being sold on
: the street today Is “probably cheap-
‘er than marijuana,”

* SMOKING, OR freebasing co-
caine, carries the drug 10 the user's
braln within four to elght seconds,
according to Fineman and Tom
. Ghena, cocalne therapist from Ma-
plegrove, a West Bleomfleld treat-
ment facility for chemically depend-
ent people,
- “The addiction is qulcker — a
. more Intense form,” Ghena sald, “It
goes from the Iungs to the heart and
« braln In cight seconds.”
. Flneman estimates that smoking
+ the drug takes it (o the brain within
. four scconds, compared with the
© traditlonal snorling method, which
- takes the drug (hrough the blood-
- stream and might take -10-12 sec-
. onds,
.. With dealers perfecting the crack
- process, users are becoming addiet-
i+ed more readily, the health and

‘The addiction (from
smoking cocaine) is
quicker — a more
intenge form. it goes
from the lungs to the
heart and brain in eight
seconds. . . Their
(addicts’) drug hunger
is 1o int,

patlent and out-patlent services, Co-
caine users are treated mainly on an
in-patlent basls, because of the un-
iquencess of the drug's euphoric high
and depressive low as It wears off,

Both facillties are trying out-pa-
tlent treatment for cocalne addle-
tlon. Botsford apened an out-paticnt
program this past summer, Maple-
Igrovc Is scheduled to open one early
n 1987,

IT HAS been only three years

Iy -
they come in with a lot
of drug hunger.’
~— Tom Ghena,
cocaine thereplst
Maplegrove

since began speciat
treatment for cocaine addicts In the
Farmington and West Bloomfleld
arcas, Ghena safd,

They are still learning methods of
treatment. And they're finding that
changes in the type of person uslng
the drug will affeet thelr therapy

counscling professionals said,

It was not uncommon for users to
purlfy the cocalne themselves, but
“dealers started saylng, ‘No prob-
m[?j' Tl cook it wp for you,” Ghena
sald.

COCAINE 1S obtained from coca
leaves. In a powder form, It is usual-
Iy diluled for use. A smokable form
Is made by preparing a watery solu-
tion of cocaine, ammonia and some-
Ulmes baking sodn, which is heated
until It vaporizes, according to pub-
ilshed medieal informatlon.

The hardened drug can then be
smoked or crushed and mixed with
tobacco. The slang term “crack” re-
fers to the sound made by crystals
popping when heated,

Because more people are now us-
ing cocaine In the smokable form,
more are secking help from treat-
ment centers, of which there are
few, Ghena said, Users recelve ev-
erything from drug treatments at
Botsford to reverse the drug's af-
feels, to varlous group therapy ses-
sions.

Maplegrove Is part of the Henry
Ford Mospital complex in West
Bloomfield Township. It has both in-

The typleat cocaine user was sin-
gle, from early 20s to early 30s in
age and just beglnning a carcer.
With the less expensive form of the
drug belng sold today, that has
changed,

Maplegrove puls all drug users
and alceholic patients through a gen-
eral treatment for chemical depend.
ency. Since it began in 1983, Maple-
grove has been exploring ways to en-
hance the program for those addiet-
ed to cacaine,

When Maplegrove began its spe-
cialized cocalne treatment program,
25 percent of those patlents
comprised the total patient group.
Today, Ghena estimates cocalne ad-
dicts represent 40-50 percent of the
facility's in-patlents.

TREATING SOMEONE addlcted
to cocalne presents two major prob-
tems, Ghena sald.

First, he sald, addicts “have a
hard time seelng the global plcture
of addletlon.”

They looked down at alcoholics as
bums when treated In the same
therapy, program, he said.

“They have very little doubt they
can't control the drug,” he added.

. variety of paraphernalia used for producing

known as crack.

campus pipeline

“They're late baby boomers with a
really different meatallty.”

The second problem s the compul-
slon to use the drug. “Their drug
hunger |s extremely intense — the
come In with a lot of drug hunger,”
Ghena sald.

“COCAINE USERS are always
chasing that street high,” Fineman
sald,

Fincman explalned that cocalne
“releases neurotranswiitters In the
brain” causing “a euphoric high that
is almost orgasmic.”

The medlcation glven at Botsford
replaces the neurotransmitters and
“makes it harder to get a high,” he
said,

As with treating any addlctlon,

“we need to have them (addicts)
Identify and readlly admit" their ad-
dictlen, Fineman satd.

There are 50,000 to 60,000 known
addicts In the Detrolt area, he sald.
He estimated the cocalne problem is
costing the state $10 blllion in treat-
ment and to "repair the damage”
caused by the drug.

FINEMAN CALLED cocaine the
“Cadlllac of drugs” because of the
exhilarating high a user gets. He be-
lieves the ultimate answer to the
overall problem is education,

“"We have to show people, ‘Yes, we
can treat it with a posltlve outcome,”
and we need a highly sophisticated
education program beginning at kin-
dergarten,” Fineman sald,

Everyone in socicty, from parents
{0 health and education profession-
als, have a responsibility to teach, he

said,

Althaugh Flneman prediets the co-
calne addictlon problem will grow
steadlly, Ghena cxpects cocaine
smoking to lose its soctal appeal dur-
ing the next few ycars.

“Freebase wihl very qulckly lose
its myth and soctal status,” Ghena
ld.

“Cocaine used to be consldered
hard core — It will be again.”
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RICK SMITH/atatt pholographer
: Farmington Hilla detective Pat Monti shows & and using the puritied version of cocaine

If you have news from a col-
. lege, university or other campus
. of higher education — and there's
+ a Farmington-area connection —
* we'd like o hear from you so we
. can share your news item twith
* other Farmington Observer rqnd-
* ers. Send items'to: Campus Pipe-
. line, Farmington Observer, 33203
. Grand River, Farmington 48024,

. @ IN CONCERT

: Six students in the Oberlin Con-
* servatory of Musle, Oberlin College,
! Ohlo, presented the annual orienta-

tlon concert tor the new enrollees
and their parents Sept, 3.

Sharon Takacs, daughter of
Ronald Sanford of Farmington and
Helen Bennett of Huntington Woods,
is a senlor majoring In voice per-
formance at Oberlin College’s Con-
servatory of Musle, where she is
studying singing with Professor
Beverley Rinaldl.

She was commended by the Toledo
Blade for her performance as a so-
loist wlith the Toledo Choral Soclety
in the 1985 presentation of Handel's
“Messiah.”

She portrayed Susanna In the 1986
conservatory winter-term produc-
tlon of Mozart’s “The Marriage of
Flgaro™ and performed as a sololst
with Oberlin's Musical Union and the
Obcrlin Chamber Orchestra In a
spring 1986 presentatlon of Haydn's
“Nelson Mass.” A

Takacs also performed leading
roles [n productions of “Hansel and
Gretel” and “The Secrct Marrlage”
at the University of Michigan, where
she was formerly a siudent. She is
married (o Oberlin planoforte Pro-
fessor Peter Takacs.

a
with Dr. Morris Fineman, director of the Bots-

case
program.
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RANDY BORST/staft photographer

ford General Hospital chemical dependency
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