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The battle cry is “equity” for thc
-so-called “south end," which is losing
two battles In the Oakland County
Board of Commlssioners,

A deeply divided general govern-
ment committee Monday rejected:

@ The south end’s longsmmﬂng
request for a satellite office of the
county clerk.

@ An attempt to seek county sub-
sidies for Jocal district courts — the
same kinds of subsidies the coumy
pays to the 52nd District Court
which serves Troy, the Rochester
arca and “north-cnd" townships.

“FISCAL DISCRIMINATION,"
said Commissioner Lawrence- Por-
nick, D-Southfield, a vocal proponent
of southern interests,

Commissioner Dennis aaron, D-
Oak Park, agreed even more vehe-
mently. “The greedier the city,” sald

. Aaron after mentioning Troy and
Rochester Hills, “the more we (caun-
v goverament) want to support
them.”

Republicans Ralph Nelson of Ro-
chester and Joseph Calandro of Novi
had their own list of “subsidies” to
the south end: welfare, health offic-
es, jall caseload, public transporta-
tien, the 1.696 (reemav local match-
ing funds.

“There are certain things people
in those (northern) areas pay for that
they don't think they get,” added
Nelson, suggesting that cquity in
county spending be addressed on a
hudgelwldc basis and not program-

Robert Page
‘good idea — but’

by-program.

And so It appeared the decades-old
north-south, urban-outcounty battle
wasn't settled In Monday's commit-
tee meeting.

BUT IT WASN'T a pure Republl-
can-Democratic fight. Both partles
were split.

Committee Chalrman John Olsen,
R-Huntington Waods, vated with
three Democrats on a metion to set
up a satellite county clerk’s office in
the south end. The motjon lost 5-4.

“1like the idea,” sajd Commisslon-
or Robert Page, R-Birmlngham,
“dut I haven't seen the demonstrated
need,"

Jobless rate down

-with auto

Michigan's seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate feli by 0.7 percent
10 8.2 pereent in August.

The drop in joblessness was spear-
headed by a growth In service jobs
and the callback of workers from
temporary July model changeover
layoffs in automotive and related

+ manufacturing industries, said Rich-
ard Simmons Jr., director of the
Michigan Employment Security
Commisslon.

Slmmons satd the number of job.
less workers in the state fell by
29,000 in August to 356,000, In July,
the rate had been 8.9 percent Mlh
385,000 out of work.

A year ago, August 1985, Mlichi-
gan’s uncmployment rate was 10.1
percent with 438,000 jobless.

callbacks

The two-month decline in Michl-
gan's jobless rate brings it to its low-
est August level since 1979, when it
was an cven 8 percent.

Simmans sajd employment rase in
severat of the state's Industries dur-
ing the month, including tourism-re-
lated, retall trade, construction and
In tecal government as well as In the
auto and related manufactering in-
dustries.

The rate of imprevement in Michl.
gan's jobless rate has surpassed that
of the nation's, Simmons said. In
coniparison with the nation's 11
most populous states, Michigan and
Ohio both had unemployment rates

of 82 percent in August ranking .

them second to Texas wlth its rate of
9.2 pereent.

‘To Pernlek, however, the need was -
amply demonstrated by the fact that
communlties with a quarter of the
county’s population had asked, at
one time or another, for south-end
satellite offices,

Calandro quoted Clerk Lynn Allen
as saying many scrvices are nmow
performed by mall, removing the
need for south-end residents to drive
to the county scat In Pontiac.

THE COURT-subsidy questlon
split commissloners even more
deeply.

Most dlstrict courts are funded by
local contral units — the 46th by the
Southfleld area, the 47th by the
Farmington communities and so on,

Naot the 52nd District Court. For
historic reasons, the county funds lt,
and the substdles weren’t.an issue as

loses on clerk, courts

long as they were smail, But accord-
ing to Pernick, the 52nd has run a
cumulative deflelt of §7.6 million In
14 years that Is growlng.

Caunty Executlve Daniel T. Mur-
phy said a flat ro” to county subsid-
lzatlon of other distrlet” courts,
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Justlee G. Menncn Williams. Murphy
called It the only solutlon but saw
“no possibility that the state wlll un-
deetake this in the near future.”

® An equlty package of county
subsidles of all district courts —

" Pernlck. Several commissloners —

branding it “an absolute gl
The counly cannot pracllce rcvcnue
shari;

Murphy also refected the compan-
ton idea of a county takeover of any
dlstrlct courts,

THREE SOLUTIONS had three
different champions, but none could
get a majority of the nine committee
vates,

# State takeover of district court
funding —~ Commissloner Ruel
McPherson, D-Hazel Park. The Idea
Is advocated by Supreme Court Chief
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Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge.
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Maternity Collections.

Please join us for a Maternity Fashion Show September
25, 7:30 p.m., featuring “Real-Mom" models in the

disappolntment that Murphy dcclln-
ed even to run a budget study of this
option. But a 5-4 majority refused to
forward the idea to the flnance com-
mittee for a commisslon-run study.

® Turn at least two divisions of
the 52nd Distrlet Court over 10 citles
~ Aaron. He specified the 3rd Divi-
sion, whose largest clty Is Rochester
Hills, and the 45h Division, which
covers Troy and Clawson. Aaron's
proposal lost §5-4, with Republican
Olsen joining three Democrats on
the short end.
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‘equity package’
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September 19, 7 p.'m.
Birmingham

336 W. Maple Road

Birmingham, Michigan

- as Interpreted by Elle.

For the style-conscious woman.
Mset the fashion edltors of Elle Magazine,
Barbara Szpak and Susan Lauren.
Enjoy a sophisticated fall fashion show

September 20, 10 am.
Rochester

1220 Walton Boulevard

Rochester, Michigan

Jacobson’s

Wa welcome Jacobson’s Charge Card or The Amesican Expross? Card.

Shap until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
. Untll § p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, WGdneaday and salurﬂny




