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By C.J. Rlsak
stat! writer

For the third straight vear, Oak-
land University will Kost three
other top-20 ranked NCAA Division
11 soccer teams (n Its National In-
vitationa) Soccer Tournament this
weekend.

And for the third straight year,
OU will be seeking what has
proved 10 be an elusive title. The
Pioncers drogiped their first game
in the 1984 invitatlonal before win-
ning the consolation final, then lost
twice last year.

The message is clear: This is not
some marshmallow cvent meant to
pad the win column. OU, ranked In
he top 10 for five straight )(-ars.
has won just one of its four previ-
ous invitational games,

The 1986 edition of the tourna-
ment wan't be any easter, OU is
ranked eighth nationally, and two
invitees are rated higher. The

Pioneers play New York Tech ==
the No. 1 team in Divislon II —
S:uurda\ at 4 pm. At 3 p.m. Sun-
day, they meet Gannon Unl\‘crsu\.
the fourth-rated team, New Hnmp-
shire (No. 13) plays Gannon at 1

p.m. Saturday and Tech at 1 p.m,
Sunday.

FOR OU to succeed in a tourna-
ment in which they've had iittle
success, coach Gary Parsons is
plaunlng — nothing special.

“We can’'t worry about stopping
them.” sald Parsons. “We have to
worry about what we're going 1o
do. We have to concentrate on
making our system work for us.”

At the moment, Parsons Is con-
cerned about his team’s Jack of of-
fense. The Pioneers fell 10 2.1 with
a 1-0 loss at Clevelard State, a Di-
vision I power, Sunday on a disput.
ed call against goaikcepcr Kurt
Hanus. With six minutes 10 play,
Hanus stopped CSU's Kevin Smith,
but the officlal ruled Hanus grab-
bed Smith's leg and awarded a pen-
alty kick.

Barry Walmstey converted the
kick to beat OU. The Pioncers were
outshot 15-7 In the game and 11-3
in the second half.

“We're not generating enough
pressure on our wings," sald Par-
sons. “\We've made some adjust-
ments to move the ball downfield
on our wings. Right now, we're
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moving it down the middle too
much.”

PARSONS FIGURES he has the
talent to win, “We have good play-
ers, It's just a matter of {ittlng our
systemt to them.”

Whether or not that talent s
enough to succeed this weckend s
questionable. The Pioneers are Jess
experienced this scason than [n el-
ther of the previous two, returning
just three starters: forward Marty
Hagen (from Troy Athens), mid-
fielder Gray Haizel and defender
John Stewart,

Further hurting OU's chances
are the loss of goalkecper Gino
Soave and his brother, midfielder
Teny Soave, Gino Soave was stated
for starting duty. but the brothers
feft OU after a dlsngrcumnm with
Parsons.

Saturday's game with top-ranked
Tech Is lhe glamour game of the
lournu) “They have a lot of team
speed.” said Parsons, “If we can

Division Il giants invade QU

knock off the No, 1 Jteam, it will
open some eyes, sure.”

But Tech isn't the vital game for
QU, according te Parsons. “The
game that is critlcal for us s Gan-
non," he sajd.

THE SIGNIFICANCE of the
Gannon game lies in the regional
standings. Gannon and QU share
the same region; a victory would
put the Pioncers in front in the
race for an NCAA playoff berth:

The tournament format has
changed this year. Instead of hav.
ing semifinals Saturday, followed
by finals on Sunday, the matches
are pre-determined. The tourna-
ment champion will be declded by
a serics of eriterla: first, most
points, (two points for a wln, one
for a tie); second, goals differentlal;
and third, most goals.

Last Thursday, QU opened its
home season with a 5.0 shutout of
Spring Arbor, The game was
played in a driving ralnstorm, but
the Ploneers adapted better than
their foes,

QU led 2-0 at the half on goals by
Brlan Fitzgerald, a Southfield
graduate, and Tom Duff, from Blr-
mingham Seaholm.
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FRANKLIN 61, FARMINGTON
4% Bottom llne: Farmington is hav-
Ing difflculty finding the hoop on of
fense. The team made just 15 of 62
shots from the field Tuesday In this
Western Lakes conference game.

Livonia Franklln blew the game
open with a 169 run in the third
quarter. Marla Vassellou led the
Pats with 20 points and 15 rebounds.
Cathy Cruz added 13 points and Rose
Obey 12.

Becky Philp paced Farmington (0-
4) with 16 polnis and 12 rebounds.

Stacy Swanderskl added 10 polnts
and Karen Jenklns eight. .
Franklin Is 2-1 on the scason.

JOHN GLENN 95, HARRISON g;
The score at hall time was 5l.1,
Westland John Glenn sat its staricrs
after the first quarter and played
three players off its junlor varsity
team.

Beth Wilson led Glenn (4:0) with
15 and Melissa Smiley added 12,
Luura Bisiorek scored four of ilarrl-
son’s nine polats,

The Hawks Ioslng streak s now at
B4,

Salem wins on links

Plymouth Salem's golf team lsn't
exactly blowing people away, but it
is winning and that's all coach Rick
Wilson Is'concerned about.

The Rocks scored a ane-stroke win
agalnst Northville Monday 217-218.
It was thejr third win by that mar-
gin. They are 4-1 on the scason,

Dan Hutke earned medalist honors
for Salem shooting a 3% at Brae
Burn. Mike Granger followed with a
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40. Chris Brajdwood and Daug Soho
cach carded 45 and Mtke Pllley shot
18.

STEVENSON 215, CANTON 216;
Plymouth Canton is suffering the op-
posite fate of Salem: The Chiefs keep
losing the close matches,

Canton’s Ralph Reeves shared
medalist honors with Livenla Ste.
venson's Mike Brown Monday, each
carding a 40 at Idy] Wytd.
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