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)T opens with unusual ‘Orpheus’

By Mary Jana Doarr
spoclal writer

_ Michigan Opera Theatre starts off
its 16th year Friday, Oct.10, at the
Fisher Theater with Jacques Offen-
bach’s “Orpheus in the Underworld.”

The pre-season ticket sales of $1
million, & record number of perfor-
tminces at 51 and a $4.7 million
budget put the company among the
top 10 in United States.

With so many opera companies in
the US. reporting delicits and cut-
bucks, it is an even greater credit to
this relatively young company to be
able to move so quickly into the
realm of international grand opera,
fulfilling the void left by the depar-
ture of the Metropolitan Opera,

“Orpheus,” a co-production of
MOT, the English National Opera
and Houston Grand Opera, opened in
L.ondan in September of 1985 at the
English Natonal Opera. 1t was so
popular with audiences, it helped
save the English company from (I-
nanciul disaster.

With critics though, the reaction
was mixed because of the grolesque
and garish sets of the controversial
cartoanist Gerald Scarfe, known in
America for his papier-mache depic-
tion of the Beatles for the cover of

“Time.” Same writers were dellght-
ed with Scarfe’s sels. Others thought
they detracted from the music and
humorous plot,

“Orpheus in the Underworld™ is a
spoef on the mythology, the mores In
France and certain classical tradi
tions. In the orlginal French version,,
the show satirized the 191h century
sexual and socfal mores and became
known for its can-can dance.

In this English version, Margaret
Thatcher and the Vietorians are the
target. Since the original 1858 ver-
sion is satire that has since lost its
humorous refercnces to that French
saciety, it will be interesting to sec
tow director Peter Mark Schifter jn-
terprets the plot to satirize Ameri-
can values.

THE ENGLISH CHOREOGRA-
PHER Terry Gilbert and Houston
Grand Opera music director John De
Min are also part of this creative
team.

On Oct. 24, Maria Spacagna opens
with "Madama Butterily™. MOT gen-
eral director David DiChiera said re-
cently (and many agree), “Madama
Buter{ly" wiil probably be Spacag-
na’s greatest role. She was a phe-
nomenal success in it at La Scala
last December, and in 1987 she is re-

Doerr

Mary Jane

turning to Milan to open in the part
because Italian audiences voted this
young American singer the most
popular last year. Detroit audiences
had a briel introduction to this
beautllful voice when she sang Liu
opposite Dimitrova In April in ‘Tu-
randot’,”

it her fourth act performance in
"LaTraviala” at the Canadian Opera
Company in Toronto last June is any
indication of how she wll! affect au-
diences as Madame Butterfly, it
should be a moving productlon,

Alternating in the part Is a Korcan
soprano, Young-Ae Cho, whem Di-
Chiera found in California and whose
voice he called simply beautlful. De-
troiter Kathleen Segar, who got her
start at NOT, is returning from her
work at the New York City Opera to
sing the role of Suzuki.

The newly expanded Spring Inter-

rationat Grand Opera Series Is open-
ing May 9 at the Masonic Temple
with “Tosca.” Origlnally, Mara Zam.
pieri was scheduled to sing the title
role, but tast April 1, she canceled
MOT, the same day she canceled her
dehut at the Metropolitan Opera in
New York, Since all of MOT's publlc-
ity materials had gone to print, her
cancelfation wasn't announced untll
a replacement was found,

Accaording to MOT, it was a sched-
uling conflict, According to Donal
11enahan in the New York Times, she
wasn't able to manage the role of El-
isabetta in “Don Carle” and Aprile
Millo had te be called in to sing for
her. (No one had a sehedellng con-
flict for their debut at the Mct.)

Halian soprano Adriana Morelli,
the winner of the 1978 Itatian Spole-
1o Festival vocal competition has
been cast In the role with Glacomo
Aragall and familiar baritone

Guarneri shines in Smetana work

By Avigdor Zaramp
special writer

The deat; of

The Chamber Music Society of Do+
troit opened its new scason last Fri-
day with the Guarneri String Quar-
tet, This outstanding group, which
as been in existence for 21 years,

s all of its original members.

Arnold Steinhardt
violist Michael Tree
Soyer.
Konikow, the presi-
society for almost as
the Guarneri has been
In exis . has seen to it that this
group would be one of the regularly
featured events of the series. This
marked its (4th appearance.

The three works on this program
were the Quartet Op. 18 No.6 by Bee-
thoven, the Quartet No. 2 in A minor
by Arensky and the Quartet No.l in
E minor by Smetana.

The Beethoven quartet, which is
probably the best known work
among these three, turned out to be
the most wanting in terms of pere
{ormance, in my opinion,

1t Is one of the carly Beethoven
quartets, composed around 1800, be-
{ nset of Beethoven's deaf-
ically, it still has consid-
crable Haydn and Mozart influcnces,
but yet cnough of the Becthoven
touch to make it distinguishable
from the carlier masters.

and cellist Dav
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dent of the
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IN THE ATTEMPT to emphasize
the latter characteristics, the tonal
center of gravity tended o shift
toward the viola and cello. This.
however, was overdone, masking the
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Smetana during the
last years of his life is
far less advertised
than that of Beethoven.,

Avigdor
Zaromp

shiny and tender themes in the vie-
lins, In the final movement, the first
vialin was noticeably flat, There was
inspired playing, however, in the
adagio movement and in the slow in-
troducton to the final movement,

The two other works have a pro-
gramatic content, a fact that possi-
tly could explain the greater emo-
tlonal involvement, which resulted
Jn a more convincing performance.
The Arensky work was written in
1894, the year following Tchaikoy-
sky's death and is dedicated to his
memory.

The nostalgic, flowing Russian
themes have elevated, at least tem-
porarily, the stature of this seldom
performed compaser. The theme of
the sccond movement, based on a
Tehaikvosky melody, is well known.
The articulated variations were per-
formed with impressive conviction,

One of the themes in the final
movement may also sound familiar
10 some listeners, possibly due to the
fact that fragments of this Russian
folk song are alsa present in Beetho-
ven's last “Razumovsky” quartes.
This is a subtle link between these
two composers, who otherwise have
little in common.

The deafness of Smetana during
the last years of his life is far less
advertised than that of Beethover,
Smietana is primatily known for his
collection of tone poems “Ma Viast*
("My Fatherland™), in particular,
“the Moldau.”

THE STRING QUARTET on this
program is autobiographical, writ.
ten in 1876, when the symptoms of
his Impending deafness were already
pronounced. Titled “Frem my Life,
the work recalls the happier aspeets
of the composer’s earlier period, cul-
minating with the dramatic musical
deseription of his ordeal, manifested
by the piercing high E in the first
vialin, in imltation of the ringlng
sound In the composer’s afflicted
cars,

The meticulous, clean perform-

ance with its convineing depiction of
the events described constituted the
high point on this program. The dla-
log between the cello and the first
violin In the slow movement {(sym-
bolizing a lover's duct) was breath-

Sels and costumes designed

by Sunday London Times

A

politl.

cal cartoonist, Gerald Scarfe, for “Orpheus in the Underworld”
met with mixed reaction from critics. But the production was

popular with audiences.

Chartes Long. In *I Pagliacci” as To-
nio tast fall, Long was Ill and didn't
sing well, but in 1980 he was spec-
tacular as Rigoletto,

LAST SUMMER at the Santa Fe
Opera, Judlth Forst was clated to
find aut that she is singing the role of
Rosina with Southfield Mctropolitan
Opera star, Ara Berberian, who Is
singing Don Basilio in MOT's Itattan
production of *11 Barblere di Sivi
glia” opening May 23.

Forst was Glovanna Seymour in
“Anna Bolena” with Joan Sutherland
in 1984 with MOT. Berberian has

sung al Masonic Temple with (he
Met, but this is his MOT debut for
the company his sister, Alice Haidos.
tilan, helps raise large sums for each
year.

On June 3, MOT cooperates wii
14 other American opera companics
to presenl Gershwin's “Porgy and
The [cads, Donnic Ray Albert
Cynthia Haymon, have both sung
with MOT before.

“My Fair Lady™ is set to open
Nov.14, As is the case with these
mu: 5, the show has not been cast.
Last year "West Side Story™ wasn't
east until two weeks hefore opening.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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taking In lts intense The
concluding dramatic depiction of the
final movement couldn’t fail to leave
Its impact on the audience,

Follawing the intense applause,
the group played the scherzo move-
ment from ihe Debussy string quar-
tet,

Next program of this scrles, on
Oct.18, will feature the Cleveland
String Quartet.

Avigdor Zaromp, born in Po-
land, educated in Isracl and the
United States, has a doctorate in
math and has studied piano, mu-
sie theory and math,
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— P T AL DRI
Open Dally 11 a.m. to Midnight
Closed Sunday

+ GOUAMET DINNERS
» FAMILY STYLE DINNERS .

We need carriers for
Observer & Eccentric
routes.

Call 591-0500

American Heart
Association

”ﬂ 4 15 ting out ail about .

WEDDING CAKES & PASTRIES
MADE TO ORDER FOR YOUR
SPECIAL OCCASION

ssens COUPON sosemne

1Buy one Dinner

Jat reg. prica and get
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iequsl value st Of

SIGN UP TO BE
4 GUEST
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I DINNER FOR 2
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Broiled Boston Scrod

Al 8
salad, bread and butter, fresh
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537-0740
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(Vi

1‘!2 427-3000

15% Off ANl Food
& Drinks. One Coupon
Per Person.

Full Service Menus
Including: Steak,
Fresh Seafood &
Great Sandwlches.
Cocktails & Banquet
Accommodations
Also Avallable,

One Coupon Per Otier,
Not Valid With Other
Discounts, Expires 12/30/86.

PARTY, SEPT. 25

RIVER HOUSE RESTAURANT
. __Great Food, Spirits

tunch 11:15 a.m.-3 p.m,
Dinner Starts 5 p.m.
Closed Monday.

15%
Oft

Sunday Brunch Gurrently
Only ¥5.95 Adults 13.95
Children 10.
All-You-Can-Eal Buffet
Including Lunch &
Breakfast Entrees.

25241 Grand River
At 7 Mile Rd.
Redford Twp.
592-4646

15% Off

or

15% Off MILLER BEER
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TrIURS.
CHEF'S DINNER SPECIALS

27331 Five Mile, cor. of takster Rd.
HOURS' MO -1, OPEN 11a.m.: SAT.OPENS p.m.
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FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL
537-5600
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ONCHINESE FOOD Foe Ruseryations Sl aBatuio0
427-3170 16325 Middledait « Livonla

JAPANESE and CHINESE
Restaurant

Japoneso Lunch 11-2

-.GREAT FOOD

M.

AUTUMN SPECIAL

SAVE 15% -

On Baked Flsh, Foud and Roast Bee! Naturaliy Present ths
coupen 16 0uf cashiir, Save 15% on your entire meal Complete
mia) about 3185, Frea rafils on cafee, Lea and solt dnaks.

GREAT PRICES

23619 FARMINGTON.RD.! .

- Just South of Grand River
4770099
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