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It’s no secret, This will be Daniel
‘T, Murphy's last term as Oakland
County executive — the one ending
in 1988,

Alter that he will work for county
reform on a new front,

“When 1 leave office,” Murphy
said In an interview last week, “F
want to wark on home rute.”

Murphy, 62, who became Michl-
gan's first county exeeutive in 1974,
has had problems from the begln-
ning beeause the reorganization law,
in his view, made too few changes.

Home rule could complete the job.

SEVERAL STEPS would be neces-
sary, and Murphy could be active In
any and all:

® Persuading volers to set up a
charter commission.

@ Serving on the charter commis-
slon — 27 members would be clect-
«d. one from cach of the county com-
missioner districts,

® Selling voters on adopiing the
finished produet, .

@ Asking the state Leglslature for
permissive legislatlon to give the ex-
ecutive broader authority than what
is already allowed by the limited
County Honie Rule Act.

HMURPHY HAS already tricd the
last step by seeking changes in the
utive's powers ~ without suc-

“Legistators today have a differ-
ent outlook,” he sald, citing Wayne
County's experlence in  getting
lawmikers to allow abolltion of the
powerful Road Commission.

That battle pltted reformers
against Michael  Berry, longtime
chnrman of the Wayne County Road
Commission and generally consld-
ered the most potent Democrat In
(he county after Detroft Mayor Cale-
man Young, The WCRC not only con-
trolled roads but ran county parks,

‘Once this board
makes a decision,
everybody ought to be
in line — county
government, the Road
Comumission, the drain
comimissioner.’

— Daniel T. Murphy

home rule advocate

Metropolitan  Alrport and Willow
Run Airport.
All are now under the j

.
Danlel T. Murphy
new work ahead

| Next Murphy goal: home rule

But Murphy thinks the atmosphere
has changed. Moreover, the political
climate has changed, with Republi-
cans winning control of the state
Sepate In 1984 and likely to hang
onto it.

EVEN AS MURPHY chatted, the
county Board of Commissloners was
stamping approval to an elaborate
deal whereby county government
would advance the city of Auburn
Hllls $2.5 million for road englneer.
ing, the city would turn the money
over to the Oakland County Road
Commission, and the Road Commis-
sion would hlre the city’s englncer to
do the work — all for the benefit of
the giant Chrysler Carp. profect.

Everyone cooperated, but in the
view of Murphy and his deputy, Pa-
trick Nowak, the deal was needlessly
complicated.

Nowak polnted out that any agen-
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for county

¢y could have terpedoed the project,
and Qakland County could kiss
20,000 new jobs goodbye.

“Everybody ought to be In line,”
said Murphy — “county government,
the Road Commlission, the drain
commissioner,

“Once thls board makes a decl-
slon, everybody ought to be In line,”
he repeated.

“AND THIS board (of 27) can op-
erate with a smaller group. My idea
Is five to nlne. Many blg countles
across the country have nL:mnII poli-

less rural vs. south end arguments
over who gets what services and who
pays for them,

MURPHY STARTED hls political
career as county clerk and reglster
of deeds, then was picked to chair
the three-member, budget-writing
Board of Auditors,

But there was ferment to bring all
the separate publlc works, veterans,
planning and other proliferating
agencies under a single officeholder,

In 1973, then-state Sen. Carl Pur-

cy board of five and a
manager,”

Besldes being more compact, a
smaller board would think more in
countywlde terms, Murphy said.

“They get in here and think
they're here to represent a local unlt
of government,” he sald, The execu-
tlve Is particutarly critical of cease.

sell, R-Pl, wrote an optlonal
County Reorganization Act. Under
it, voters could choose elther an ap-
pointlve county manager (much llke
a clty manager) or elective county
executive.

Republicans generally opted for
the manager; Democrats, the elected
executlve.

of Wayne County Executive Willlam
Lucas,

WHEN WAYNE County voters
adopted thelr charter in 1981, no one
cheered louder than Oakland’s Mur-

phy.

Republican Murphy figured he and
Lucas, then a Democrat, could go
“hand in hand" to Lansing to get the
Legislature lo make changes both
would llke. Local governments are,
after all, creatures of the state and
have only the powers and structurcs
state law gives them,

It was not to be.

For one thing, Wayne County's
charter was written under authority
of a separate act applying only to
countles of more than 2 mllllon pop-
ulatlon,

AN

For a second, Lucas had state Sen.
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COST & BELOW UP TO 70% SAVINGS ON ENTIRE STOCK!
GOLD + DIAMONDS + RUBYS « SAPPHIRES « PEARLS « WATCHES »
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Hummel

James DeSana, D-Wyandotte, quletly
spensor more than a dozen amend-
menis that affccted only the Wayne
County Home Rule Act — not the
general Home Rele Act or exccutlve
act.
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S FAR MORE AFFORDABLEN
THAN YOU MIGHT THINK. *
. OURS.

At G.W. Warren, we offer exceptionally competitive
sterling prices each and every day. In fact, our place
scttings start at just $99. We have some of the lowest prices
on serving pirces and open atock, too. And what’s more, we
offer intesest-free financing for a full 12 montha...along
with free flanne! starage bags. So if you're thinking .
* of flatware, remember this. And think of us, -«
Shown "*Woodwind™, new from Rerd & Bartan, Speclally priced at $120, 4 pe.
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BRIGHT NIGHTS, BIG CITY.

Be radiant! At Bonwit Teller,

fing briliant cholces—all put together
in one Nitespol.

A. Siver and goki metalic stripes on
the new shorter jacket. Over soft

, gunmelal lamé skirt and matching
camisole. With'detachable gunmetal
bow. By Rickie Freeman foe

Teri Jon. In polyesterirayosy

metalie, 4 to 14 sizes, 3%0.00

B. Ellen Designs's mustitwist necklace
of faceted gunmetal crystals
interspersed with rhinestons
frebats, 95.00

. Bronze metalic on black rayon
chitfon from Rimini, Cowkback
blousan, for SML, 185.00
Rayor/sik velvet cocoon skit,
waist-elastzed: 4 10 14, 102.00
Ndespot, Second Floor,
Somerset Mal
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