BA(OXWD,5-78}

O&E Monday, Septomber 22, 1906

in’s on view in ‘Hardbodies

Only three other people were in
the theater the night T saw “Hardbo-
dles 2" (R} — and far good reason,
it's a pretty dumb skin flick and not
very entertaintng clther,

When the definitive work is wrlt-
ten about making movies, “Hardbo-
dies 2" wlll not be featured proml-
nently, or at all, for every clement of
the fllm —~ plot, characterization,
acting, directlng and the making of
the film-withln-the flilm — are
equally weak and simple-minded.

Mark Griffiths and Curtis Scott
Wilmat — the same team who wrote
the box-office success, “Hardbodles
17 — deliver another adolescent fan-
tasy that Is boring, stow-moving and
has all the continuity of home mov-
jes. Griffiths also dirccted both
*Hardbodies,” and Wilmot plays a
supporting lead in Number 2.

Unllke the low-budget “She's Got-
ta Have It" reviewed Jast weck,
“Hardbodies 2* obvlousty cost quite
a few bucks and reflects a poor un-
derstanding of how to attract and
keep an audlence’s atiention.

THE STORY IS reminiscent of
chlldish dreams of glory, the fantasy
of success for children In the adult

world. Whether as children or adults, ,

we've all day-dreamed ourselves to
the pinnacle of success or imaglned
ourselves achleving great heroics,

‘That has the potenttal for an en-
tertaining and humorous movie, but
In the case of “Hardbodies 2,” the
immaturity results in a boring skin
flick — cven, I am sure, for those
who like skin.

Seott (Brad Zutaut) is flying to
Greecee with his friend and co-star,
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Rags (Sam Temeles), to make a
movle about & gorgeous and wealthy
Greek girl, Cleo (Fabiana Udenio).
Cico's father keeps her a virtual
prisoner, 1 presume to avold fortune
hunters, although that is never clear.

Naturally, Scott falls in Jove with
the Greek waltress, Cleo, who plays
Cleo in the movle-within-the-movie.
Her father (George Tzifos) keeps her
Isalated from the boys. As an addi-
tlonal complicatlon, Scott's fiancee,
Morgan (Brenda Bakke), a compul-
slve shopper, Is aleng for the ride.

The potential for satiric com-
ments on human foibles, the crazy
mishaps of filmmaking and the all-
around general foolishness of people
finding thelr way in the world, are
lost because Griffiths and Wilmat
fail to deliver a comic punchiine or
cut to continulty with any semblance
of intelligence.

Perhaps thelr greatest shortcom-
ing Is the murky distinctions they
make between their flim and the
film-within-the-film. Both stories
are so similar, the transitions so un-
clear and the acting so weak that
there Is no Impact and what could
have been good punchlines get lost in
the cuttlng.

THE GRIFFITHS-Wilmot  film-
making technlque may be summa-
rized thusly: “When in doubt, cutto a
crowd of barcbreasted young la-
dies.” .

Most movies have something good
to be sald for them. In the case of
*Hardbodics 2,” all one can say is it
has a lot of naked ladles, to the point
of boredom.

Nonetheless, “Hardbadles 2” is
playlng around town and probably
witl until the end of the month, along
with most of the others reviewed
here recently. A host of new films
open the beglnning of October. In
particular, watch for “Children of a
Lesser God™ with Willtam Hurt, It's
a magnificant film and wiil be re-
viewed next week.

Something Interesting to be said
about one of last week's films, “Good
to Go.” Is the fact that, no matter
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Lobster lovers

D. Dennison's Seafood Tavern of-
fers two lobsters for the price of one
through Friday, Oct. 31, at the res-
taurant in Farmington Hills, The of-
fer Is Intended only for Individual
consumption,

Roadhouse chef

Kevin Thomas, 24, is the new head
chef of the Roadhause at Oak Palnte,
In the 600-acre Oak Polnte develop-
ment on Brighton Road, three mlles
west of Brighton, He served his In-

ternshlp at Yvonne's Magasln in Blr-
mingham and Freddle’s In West
Bloomfield,

Star dining

The Star of Detroit, crulse dinlng
ship that plles the Detroit River, of-
fers a hot and cold buffet, live musl-
cal entertalnment and scenle crulses
of the Detrolt riverfront. Untll Sat-
urday, Oct. 18, the Star offers lunch,
brunch, dinner and cocktall crulses.
The ship is docked at the foot of Hart
Plaza In downtown Detroit. Reserva-
tons and ticket office is open 9 a.m.
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to 7 p.m. daily. Call 465-7826.

New at Lark

Marcus Halght is the new chef de
cuisine ‘at the Lark restaurant in
West Bloomfield. He ohtained his cu-
lnary arts degrees and initial job
trining locally before becoming an
apprentlee at the Greenbrier resort,
W.Va, He's worked at the Malsonette
In Cinclnnatl and La Francais In
Wheeling, INl. He was dinner chef at
Le Bee Fin in Philadelphla, His In-
fluence will be felt in the Lark's No-
vember-December menu.
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how corny and cliched, its viewpoint
Is that of the black community and
its resolutlon carries a moral victory
for black, inner-city folks. That's un-
usual in centemporary films.

THE DETROIT Film Theatre at
the Detrolt Institute of Arts features
three films this coming weckend.
The recent (1985) Brazillan film,
“Quitombo,” a colorful, historical
spectacle about a utopian republle
founded by slaves In 17th-centery
Brazil, will be shown at 7 and 9.30
p.m. Friday. Otta Preminger’s 1559
“Anatomy of a Murder,” fitmed in
the Upper Pentnsula with James
Stewart and an all-star cast, will be
screencd at 7 p.m
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waltress, played by Fablano Udenio, in “Hardbodles 2.

mon," 1950 Oscar winner as Best
Foreign Film, at 7 p.m. Sunday.
““Rashomon” is notable as the film
that first focuscd Western eyes on
‘This brilliant

Of special l;ucrcsl. however, Is the
screening of Kurosawa's “Rasit-

story of a samurai, his wife and a
bandit Is a psychological master-
'

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

piece investigating the nature of
truth and human behavior,

While I would never say any onc
film Is “the greatest,” “Rashemon™
certalnly should be on everybody's
Top 40 — well worth a trip to the
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Catering
Allow our many years of experience and quality service
to add that special tauch to your next function.
We will serve from the moderate to the exquisite. We
prepare, deliver and serve.

«Garden Parlies
*OpenHouse

Kingsley Inn 5
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Indéependence

Public Awareness Seminar
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Oakland Community College
Orchard Ridge Campus
Orchard Lake at I-696

Co-sponsored by the Southeast Michigan Chapter of the Internation-
al Association of Financial Planning, the Metropolitan Detroit
Society of the International Association of Financial Planning, the
Metropolitan Detroit Society of the Institute for Certified Financial
Planners, Wayne State University and the Observer & Eccentric

National expert and regular panelist on “Wall Street Week in
Review,” Frank Capiello, will begin the day’s events with an
address on “Planning for a New Era: Economy, Taxes, and Invest-
ments,” a timely examination of new or proposed tax legislation
and its effect, what's not on Wall Street, and look at the economic

Participants will also be able to hear leading financial profession-
als on major topics of investments, taxes, estate planning, business
planning and much more, at a choice of breakout sessions offered

This timely seminar is open to
the general public for a tax
deductible admission charge of
$15.00 per person or $25.00 for

Seating is limited.
For program and registration information, call

557-4665
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