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Poll: Employers blame attorneys, juries

Job providers in Mlchigan blame
attorneys and jury awards for sky-
rocketing commerelal lablity rates.
That was the result of a recent sur-
vey sponsored by the Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce and the

A of I

Cos.

“The results of this survey indi-
cate that the legal profession is
perccived as having the greatest
negative impact on the Habllity cri-
sis In Michigan,” sald James Bar-
rett, president of the Michigan State
Chamber,

“This statement by Michlgan busi-
nees showld give the Leglslature and

stlon the
and support they need to take the
next step toward tort reform —
product llability legistatlon,”

CONDUCTED BY Marketing Re-
source Group, Lansing, the survey
revealed:

® Altorneys were most often
blamed for Increasing commereial
liability insurance rates (33 percent).

© Jury awards, 29 pereent,

® Insurance companics, 9 per-
cent.

® Judges, 7 percent.

® State government, 3 percent.

© Injured partles, 2 percent. :

THE HIGH COST of litigation has
had a deflnile effect on the availabil.
ity and coxt of Insurance to Michigan
businesses, the survey found.

More than one of every flve sur-
veyed had difficulty fInding com-
merclal Insurance In the past three
years. In adgltion, 41 percent safd
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the cost of such coverage made ob-
tainlng insurance very difficult. The
survey reported the most difficult
type of Insurance to obtain was lia-
bllity coverage,

But 81 percent of those respanding
to the survey sald rates should be set
by free market competition, not
through state government control,

““The liability erisis remalns a ma-
Jor problem for M busl

THE TELEPHONE survey of 370
Michigan State Chamber members
was conducted In mid-August,
Respondents included buslness and
industry of all slzes representing all
areas of the state.

The Michigan State Chamber of
Commerce I3 a non-proflt business

es,” Barrett said. “Although the re-
cently passed tort reform package
was an important first step, more
has to be done. The issue is far from
being resolved.”
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