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CHROMECRAFT « JRW .
DOUGLAS « KOFABCO
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BASSETT « LEA
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CREATIVE DIMENSIONS

e Bedroom sets fro

sre before And e v can save you a ot of
sotsly tepted preces, conplelety
urrs dre Fental Clearance Center

.. Sofas from..$399.00
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Occasional chars,
“Club chairs™ from..$218.00

cerpe W §35995

Office Lhmrs rom..$79.00

wenghte t $2749 5%

30x60 Oak Desks from..$289.00

Cumpae ta $599 9

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
Store Hours: Monday-Thursday 8.7, Friday 96, Saturday 105
28720 Nonthwestorn Hwy. (South of 12 Mife Rd ), Southiield - Phone: 358-3303
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Mix, mateh collectiblies

NTIQUES ARE often
A treated like museum
picces,

Home owners
purchase them for their
investment value, fine design
and historic craftsmanship.
There are u few “oohs and
ahhs™ over the new addition,
then it's banished to o high
shetf or an out-of-the-
mainstream room to dodpe the
wenr and tear of everyday
living.

y interior

¢ supiesting antique
lovers change their thinking
about their precious finds,
Instead of secing antiques as
“untouchubles.” why not mix
them freely with more
contemporary furnishings for an
eclectic look, demanding that
cach antique purchosed serve o
purpose . nd be used.

A FAIRLY NEW term in the
decorator’s dictionary, the
eclectic look demonstrates
rentle rebetlion against the
unwritten rule that everything
should match,

Eclectic means you can
reflect your personal preference,
embracing the best of many
periods and styles, according to

the “Better Homes and Gardens

New Decorating Book"
(Meredith, 1981). That
Victorian desk doesn’t
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necessarily belong in the little
used guest room just because
you've ot a thoroughly modern
living room. You may be able to
incorporate it, along with other
beloved antiques, for a new and
interesting look,

Of course, some guidelines
should be considered when
combining the old with the new
to prevent a jumble no one
would enjoy.

All furnishings, whether they
be one or 100, should be weil
designed and in good taste,
Classic picces are especially
versatile, Most important, the
moods of the furnishings should
match, sny Better Homes and
Gardens editors.

When in doubt, ask yourself
if the picce in question is in line
with the overall look you want
to create, formal or informal.

Since you definitely won't
have much unity in design with
an eclectic room, use color to tie
it all together. Repeat a simple,
basic scheme of only a few
colors for unity.

TRY USING THE same
pattern on several pieces of
furniture or sprinkie matching
pillows around the room. Don't
be afraid to use bright colors,
formal or informal fabrics with
untiques.

Using the same type of major
accessories will also help.

To counteract some people's
objections to tract housing's

uniformity, the editors of
Bride's magazine used ecletic
{urnishings — early American
reproductions, modern Italian
and French Louis XVI — in
designing the “Amburst” home
for Levitt Homes.

“Like any buyer of a
development home, we couldn't
make any structural alterations
to the design,” says Alecin
Beldegreen, Bride's creative
director. “But we were able to
achieve dramatic changes
through decorating,”

As for the antiques in your
home, Victaria Foster-Gwin, an
interior designer, suggests in
Better Homes and Gardens
Decorating mogazine that you
make sure you love them and
want to live with them as much
as you value their investment
worth.

Her husband, Collier, an
antique dealer, agrees, adding
that there is significant value in
antique furniture. If you do end
up selling your antiques, you'll
likely get a higher percentage of
your cost than you will with
new furniture — or at least one
that comes close to your initial
investment.

And there's always the
possibility of teading one old
piece for another if your tastes
change.

WHAT MAKES AN nntique
valuable? Many factors,
including condition, source and

origin, matesial, authenticity.
quality, availability, according
to Better Homes and Gardens
editors. Conduct your antique
hunts at auction houses, estate
sales and stores specializing in
antiques, although you may
stumble onto an oceasionnl
treasure at a flea morket, garage
sale or swap meet.

Beginners do best when they
study up on antiques before
putting down their money.

Consider your antiques when
purchasing new furniture. If
you've been true to a certin
historical period for decades,
now may be the time to seatter
your older picces around the
house, adding contemporary
flair by mixing in new
furnishings in the season's
latest materials and hues.

Even accessories, like zn
antique doll or vase, cnn come
down off a lofty shelf and onto o
geometric display post.

Dare to brenk that strictly
traditional American room
heavy with antiques with some
new modern picces and postel
tones.

Don’t hide your
grandmother’s armoire in the
bedroom when it would
complement your post-modern
dining rootn. The point of ecletic
decorating is to use o piece
where you want, not where the
rules dictate. When,you're the
boss, the possibilitics are
endless,

And it works, too

You have to hand it to the Howard Miller
Clock Co. for this unique cocktail table that
is both practical anf functional. The hand-
somely detalled oak table houses a large
cream-colored, Roman-numeraled dial with
scparate sweep second track. The snug-fit-
ting quarter-inch glass top serves as both a

MINDY SAUNDERS/pholographot

diat erystal and the table surface. For design
distinction, the edges of the table are pro-
filed, there {8 contoured veining around the
base and the legs are capped in brass. it
features a quartz battery movement for ac-
curate time. It is available at the Design
Center in Troy, to the trade only.
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ARKITEKTURA-

20TH CENTURY FURNITURE, LIGHTING AND ACCESSORIES

TIZIO™ DESK/TAALE LAMP
From Artencle. Desgoed by
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