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Nuclear weaponry addressed
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them, providing a biblical under-
standing of peace and a serious re-
flection of the times in which we
live,” Ritter said,

Although entitled “In Defense of
Creation,” the letter addresses not
only technology and weaponry, but
also the earth’s very survival, Ritter
suid.

Ritter, board chairman James Hil-
i Christian education di-
rector Mary Tame each delivered
sertnonettes relating to the Jetter at
N udm Park worship services Sept.
ading of the
t by Michigan Bishop Judith

Craig was shown continuously dur- |
g the morning coffee hour. B

ALTHOUGH COPIES of the Jetter
were made available, only about 150
of the 650 worshippers picked up a
ropy.

“People listened attentiv
politely. There was no disagr
with the decision te read the letter
or with the idea of the letier being a
fit subject for the chureh 10 ad-
. Ritter said.

‘Cerlainly had people who
would nol go as far as the bishops
would in their position. People came
up afterward and thanked us for
readling the letter and the carcefu)

v and
ment

—

way in which it was presented and
commented upon. They said they
2 position to omhrncc
Id, but appreclated the
way in which it was handled,” he
added.

Ritter received only one telephone
call or written response that could
be considered negative, “I've gol to
believe there are miore of those re-
onses out there. But they've not
surfaced,” he said.

Last week, a Nardin Park dia-
logue group held the first of <|x con-
3 sday mornin;
sessions dealing with the pastora)

letter and the Foundation Document.
Ritter and Tame tead the sessions,
Ritter points out that the Founda-
tion Document softens the pastoral
letter in acknowledging that “it's
strategically unwise to dismantle nu.
clear weaponry until other bridges
have been bullt — arms reduction
negotiations, test ban treatles, a ver-
ifiabte nuclear weapons frecze."
“But the document certainly has
called for some positive steps
toward peacemaking, which, if im-
plemented, would ereate a climate
in which de-escalation of nuclear
weapans could begin to oceur,™
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