The CCC, 1980s style

Camp Proud Lake houses state’s
new brand of conservation corps

By Ponny Wright

specin) writar
HEY PLANT trees, con-
struet tralls and  bulld
wildlife habitats in arca
state parks.
They bag sand to save homes
along Lake S1. Clair.
‘They beautlfy the downtown Lans.
Ing shopping district.
These young people are members
of the Michigan Conservation Corps,
based at Camp Proud Lake in Oak-
tand County. They are particlpating
in a work program that traces its
roots to the Great Depression,

“IT'S MORE HARD work than
anything (else)” said Ralph Hay-
craft, who has been a corps member
for slx months.

Ralph always had trouble keeping
a steady job in Traverse City. Now
he Is working every day, and wishes
he could stay at the camp beyond the
one-year liniit.

Barbara Stevens, a friendly, out-
going corps member, has similar
thoughts.

“T'love it here. I love the work.

When I tell people about Camp
Proud Lake, I' dont lie about the
work. I tell them we work hard.”

CAMP PROUD Lake is the state's
first MCC resldential camp. Located
on Wise Road in the Proud Lake
Recreation Area, the camp (a Nike
missile facility from 1955 10 1974)
has operated since 1984,

Currently, some 20 corps mem-
bers, both male and female from all
over Michigan, live at the camp and
work on conservation projects for
the DNR or local units of govorn-
ment.

MCC members earn $3.35 per hour
and work a 40-hour weck. Camp su-
pervisors earn $5.46 per hour, also
for 4 40-hour week.

Employment at the camp Is limit-
ed 1o one year. Corpsmembers pay
§4 per day for lodging and meals.

“OUIR EMPHASIS is on praviding
a positive work experience,” sald
camp manager Joanne Stritmatier,
a professional in the state Departs
ment of Natural Resources.

do a variety of jobs cach day.”

Stritmatter noted that while rules
are strict — no drugs, alcohol or
sklpping work assignments — there
are very few terminations from the
program. “These people are not
forced 10 come hcrc They stay be-
cause they want to.”

THE MICNIGAN Conservation
Corps was created by the state Leg-
Islature in 1984, The program was
patterned after a 1933 federal pro-
gram called the Civillan Conserva.
tion Carps by Presldent Franklin D.
Raosevelt.

At the time, FDR described the
aim of his work progeam: “We can
take a vast army of the unemployed
out into healthful surroundings. We
can eliminate to some extent at least
the threat that cnforced Idleness to
splritual and moral stabllity.”

While the basic aims of the MCC
program have stayed the same, eli-
glbility for a job at the camp reflects
modern times.

Corps members' jobs are now

open to males and females, lving in
thc mlm between the ages of 18 and

"The type of work we do here Is
hard but enj . Cor

FDR began first
CCC in Depression

Here are excerpts from “Roo-
sevelt's Tree Army: the Civilian
Conservation Corps in Michigan,”
which appeared in the Muy/Jdune
1986 issuce of Michigan History
magazine. It was written by Rog-
er L. Roseutreter, associnte edi-
tor of the state-published muagpa-
ine,

THE CIVILIAN Conservation
Corps was President Franklin Roo-
sevelt's personal creation.

The proposed CCC would recruit
250,000 unemployed young men to
work on federal and state owned
fand for “the preventlon of forest
fires, floods and soH erosion, plant,
pest and disease control.”

“More important,” Roosevelt add-
ed, “we can take a vast army of the
unemployed out Into healthful sur-
roundings. We can ellmlnate to some
extent at least the threat that en-
forced idiuness brlngs o spiritual
and moral stablllty.”

The Depariments of Agriculture
and Interior planned the work proj-

“ects, recemmended camp locations
and supervised the work programs.

"JUNIOR" applicants, who com.
posed 90 pereent of the corps, bad 1o
be single males between 17 and 23,
umemployed, in need, U.S. citizens
and nat attending school . . . {They
had te have) at least “three service-
able natural icating teeth above

least $22 of his $30 monthly wage
home to his dependants.

Approximately 10 percent were
unemployed war veterans.

Each camp had a canteen where
enrollees could buy film, candy, ra-
zor blades, soda pop and 3.2 beer,
Profits from the canteens were used
for such camp extras as billlard ta-
bles. Each camp also had a library
with an average of 1,000 books and
magazines. Trips into nearby towns
for Saturday night dances were such
an integral part of CCC recreation
that ballroom danclng was taught at
the camps.

In 1937 the CCC began requiring
that enrollces spend !0 hours a week
taking academic or vocatlonal train.
ing classes. Michigan was a leader in
developing CCC  cducational pro-
grams.

WITH OVERWHELMING con-
gressiona) approval, the CCC grew
to 500,000 by Scptember 1935, (Mlch-
igan enrollment peaked at 17,000 in

103 camps in 1935.) In July 1936, one « ——=

poll found that 82 percent of Ameri-
cans supported the CCC.

In 1942 the House defeated the
CCC appropriation.

Michlgan's 102,814 CCC partici-
pants — cighth highest among all
states — occupled an average of 57
camps annually. They revitalized the
State Park system, estab-

and below."”
if chosen, a candidate envolled for
six months and agreed to send at

lished Isle Royale Natlonal Park and
built campgrounds in Michlgan's na-
tional forests.
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must be on general
nssis\nncc (unemployed, with assets
not exceeding $50 at the time of ap-
plication), be wllllng to work hard
and follow the rules.

Supervisory positlons are availe
able to welfare receplents who have
some work experlence,

“MOST OF QUR present corps
members are from rural areas
atound the state,* sald Alan Os-
bourne, a supervisor from Walled
Lake. “The kids were eager to move
closer to the clty and learn income-
producing skills.”

Ricky McDonald, a corps member
for three weeks, bubbled with enthu-
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Barbnra Stevens of Sault Ste. Marie, Larry Garlariger and David Chrzan, both of Alpena,
mow weeds at Camp Proud Lake.

siasm over his new job,

“I would strongly recommend this
place. I'm learning skills 1 didn't
know, and it will be easicr to get a
job when I leave.” he said.

Though establishing a solid work
record is of prime importance. com-
pleting education requlrements re-
ceives equal emphasis at the camp.
Corps members are cncouraged with
small cash incentives to complete
high school graduatlon requirements
and to 1ake college classes or voca-
tional tralning.

“Our goal is to kmpress these peo-
ple with the value of educatlon.” said
Stritmatter. “We want them to leave

here with the skills and a work
record that will move them Into a
permanent job."

‘The program has had successes.

“Two of our supervisors were
hired for scasonal jobs with the DNR
and ray, In time, be moved to full-
time positions. Other corps members
have moved to fobs in industry.”

CAMP PROUD Lake has openings
for 20 more applicants and Strit-

matier encourages quallfied people
from Wayne and Oakland County to
consider the program.

“Local peaple who prefer to llve
at home can still qualify for a super-
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visor pos!llnn at Camp Proud Lake,"
she said.

She ndded that people who prefer
to live farther from home might con-,
sider applying to the state's newesl
residential MCC program, Camp.
Vanderbilt. The camp Is In Qtsege
County in the heart of the Pigeor
River Valley and was opened in Aug.
ust.

For iuformation about the MCC
program at Camp Proud Lake,
coutact the camp at 685-2433 or.
twrite to: Mickigan Conservation
Corps, PO Box 30028, l.amm(,
48909, 517-373-0134.

SA\IE $5.00 T0 7. 00. Yll

- onatiofour -

. BIGELOW CABPETS! -
N PLUSH
VIBRANT ANSO 1V Nyl i

22.99...Save $500 ¥4,
'(‘:\Efxusut:':,'wu '3 magnticent 1ty of
1268y shsn\oncmms

Save $6.00 yd
S iy i srnance
an, decor, 11 KN COVIS

HYLON SAXONY
MI\ENIHEENI DEEP 9990

519 99...Save Smn ! -
Tat lang w eat ang sy care

... 8nd many,

on ali ofour

16.99.., Save $5.00 ¥o.
Tgv“e‘;l’ :..y onCapel IhatokS MUCh
Cosiler, 9 poPLII EalOrs.

Save $9.00 yd.

Origlaahy 521.99, T ttour J1me
yos.

Speeial pmhase of
n:stulu 1400

9...Save 6.0
e A

beautitul as well

,59...5av¢ $10.00 ¥d.
R:E::‘ s’:ﬁ\eqmn "2 wondertul carpet
\Wanied de lustered look

S, ﬂn ¥

fegular $27.89...54v1 Ay
ely Stied icgance n 3 wie

”221“. o sincaos.

...and many,

LUXURIOUSLY CARVED PéUSH

many moret

SAVE 5.00 T0 10.00 0.
'FINE LEES CARPETS!
COLORFUL NYLON €T 'N' Lgﬂl’

N SCULPTURE
FROSTED ANTRON NYLO Ae60
WEAR RESISTANI W"SI TEXTURE %
ANTRON NYLON VEETY FéI]SH g

HEAVY CABLED NYLON S}\)gl!‘l‘{

many more!

Tt
it

op e 25¢o'ors

i 'h'h sratons

Fr, Care Anso (¥ nylia

Acurps
3nSULCT

SAVE $7.00 70513, llll YD.

onall of gur -

" KARASTAN CARPETS!
SEASHTONAL HYLON SAONY PLSH

n 9ty A ety

RICH, LUXURIOUS NYLON PLUSH

Requulsiﬂ 50 .Save $0.51yd.
87 CADEtin 1024y S oSt

VELVETY ANSO IV NYLON PLUSH

H(ynulSISSD .5ave §11,51yd.
cla: Mzsncwcaovs

DEEP DENSE ANTRON PLUSH

Regular §37.50 sne $12.51yd.
r eqm »c Densety

ANTRON RYLON TEXTURED SAXONY

Agular §38.99.., Save $13.00 yd.
AN el res 160w this S€350N 1 y0ur
Gt ot soLd5 or multiancs,

«..and many, many morel

50 Regular $16.99...Save .
One of .S
151':1.1 \‘.’g;?np.";","““ Sozul 11 G'cha‘avs 51299

31999

i
i

Pc:)u 'a: B

S23%

g

[t sensationgt

S243%
52599

Tt
bt

firg
Wit

Regular $12.50...Save $4.

Ty
L

ny
il

SAVE 4,00 T0 *11.00 YD

on all of our

LOVELY TONE-ON-TONE PLUSH

0ye.
Atine carpel with 3 suitie e'egant tona)
Cesign. Wite cho.ce of colors, .

RICH, LUSTROUS SAXONY PLUSH

RAtgular $20.99...ave $6.00 yd.
A sensatonal value on a very lovely
catpet. Easy care Dacron poly ester.

TEXTURED ANSO IV NYLON PLUSH

Olginally $26.99...Save 531,00 yd.
Specul parchase of 3 ine Qualidy oy
waWht carpet 14 colors. 3,500 ya

«..and many, many mora!

P

i

143

« SAVE 4,00 T0 56,00 yp,
AlEXAHDE
MULTIEOLOR

- ﬁﬂﬂTEMPURARY BERBER EFFECT
10815 Easy care, too

gﬁmgggﬁ’guun VIBRANT PLugH

SAVE s4 00.70 s8 00 YD,
GABIH GHAFT s CABPETS!
DENSE LUSTROUS NYLON pLigy

ul:‘vbsu .95...5¢ve 54,00 yg,
uogel piiced ca
PYI0R 35Sutes lashng wege nmstt

mr;’gﬂgi{lME NYLON SAXONY pLush
15 very elegant colors;

SIUNNING ANSU

.99....
A !on mm "2 10yt
colors, Premugm iﬁ?: w "m o taoe

§
. ’fg}%iil;ll?ﬂffﬂ CARVED NYLON PlUSH
luzutious and prachicyt, oo

CLASSIC PREMIUM NYL0N Saxony

S1R9 Regulr $26.50.,,Save 5.5
15-'-3 e “:u":"c“""“"'""'"""'“"’"’ slggg
s

o0 alt of gur ¥ -

SMITH GAHFETS!
ED N‘{lﬂﬂ SCULPTURE

toer sty qnlmm:tﬁelﬂ

5135

0yd,
the season
€0ars. Easy care, 2

...anumany,

514

many morei

“onalt ulour

Save $4.00 y,
1he maney. Choce ot

“10¢

W NYLON SCULPTURE

ly ey muodv:lm Ek‘q;nl

'5-.;.1

«+&0d many, many more!

Aand

"o
prichae

@ Beckwith
EVANS C?)u’LT

+« TRIN WARHIOISE

* PLLASANT RIDGE

SORVION TOW P

* REDIORD

. nnnul\ HEIENTS
o

. l!luumr wy

» TAA

0 Sapie
L] Bunnlaanl
20 Gtating

4

AN D R Ak l.l
20" lnekaml

SHSL* 1 -
4 =100 .
s e beex enitor]
432-6X000 o o 4
il Bl APILIATINR IV
BLIO0 L S
Lall Dhur tmnteact Depd. 1 4103 An8.=vons

Froe tome Sevviae—Catiaotions (T $887000 N>

r-/ STOREAOVRS: MONDAY-FRIBAY Mani ud pm SATERDAY i am b pm XENPAY Seon e S pm




