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...Lumber tour

Contlnued from puge 19

Company for its elficient operatien and
excelfent record-keeping.

*Their business is so admirably sys-
tematized that they can fell at any time
just how many togs they have in the river,
how much lumber they will make, what
they have cost, and at what time they will
arrive at their mills in Traverse City. They
have five shanljes and employ about 100
men in the Pinerles. They will get out logs
ehough this winter to make about & mitlion
feet of lumber,

“The two mills at Traverse City are
competent to make 50.000 feet in 12 hours.
They are sitwited on the narrow peninsula
between the river and the bay. In the
spring the logs are fvaled from the Pine-
ries direetly to the rear of the mills, where
they are hauled inside by machinery, con-
verted into lumber, and placed upon the

il in frant ready to be Ioaded aboard

L > and shipped to Chieapo.”
Rales went a bit overboard in desershing
the “frecand-epsy™ life of the lum-
berjacks, 1t really wasn't alt that jolly.
The work was hard and dangerous, and the
pay was marginal, Be was right about the
fixx! though: in general it was very good.

The pincries and the lumber camps are
gone forever, but the route the two men
tonk on their visit is casily fallowed today.
Take Woudmere Avenue south alang
Boardman Lake, then jog over 1o Garfield
on South Airport Road. Garfield follows
the old state road as it angles southeast,
clitmbing to the “table land." At the top of
the steep hill that descends into the river
valley turn left on Hobbs Highway and go

straight cast on Rennie Lake Road,

Hobbs tlighway und Rennie Lake Itead
follow the “narvow ridge just wide enough
for the road.” On the right is a drop of 30¢
feet to Brown Bridge Pond, which was
formed by a hydrocleciric dam huilt in
1922. The view from Rennie Lake Road
across the river valley Is indeed spec-

A typleal lumber camp crew

tacular, especially in autumn color.
Soinewhere along here was the big log
rollway.

On the lef s the “chain of Jakes” men-
tioned by Bates, they include Arbutus
Lake, Spring Lake, Spider Lake, Bass
Lake and Rennie Lake. All but Arbutus
Lake are now obscured from view by the

thick second-growth tlmber.

On the final leg of the trip, the two men
descended to the river bottom on Rennie
Lake Road, and across the river on the
bridge near Ranch Rudolf. A logging road
acress the river valley took them to
Nelson's shanty and Raney's camp in the
hills south of the river,
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East Grand Traverse Bay

@ Salad Bar featuring our Famous Peas & Peanults,

=2l

Creamed Herring, Home Baked Bread, Salad
Dressings, Soups, Pecan Rolls & Much More

e The Finest Sunday Brunch

Moderately Priced and Open 7 Nights a Week
616-938-1300 U.S. 31 N,, Traverse City, MI
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