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...Time healed
ravaged lands

Continued from page 21

verse City. This was the first sawmill in
the fivecounty Grind Traverse region.

At that time, the land un which the city
stands was a vast park of towering white
and Norway pincs — so thick that nothing
grew hencath them, and the ground was
covered with a thick cirpel of pine
needles. So open and -park-like was the
forest, one man swrote, o cottld ride
through it in all directions on horseback
a rapid pace.”

Twa years later, Perry Hannah, s younp
Chicago lmberman, bought out Boandmian
for $4.500 and with two partners swent on ta
found the Hannah, Lay & Co. lumbering
empire. [n 1853, Hanoah built the *Big
At on the Bay where Clinch Park now
stands.

trom then until 1886, when 1tannah sold
his lumbering interests and began ta con-
centrate on even more profitable ftelds in
merchandising and banking, the company
cot an estimated 500 million board feet of
veork' pine (so called because Norway
and white pine would float ligh, making it

A log rollway on the Boardman Rlver near Mayfleld.

casy to get down the rivers), That year
marked the end of the great pine lumber-
ing days in this regien.

Many people have the notion that the
Traverse region was covered almost en-
tirely with giant pine in the early days.
That isu'1 s, The pine forests lay along
the river valleys — along the Boardman,
Manistee, Pine, Betsie and other area riv-

These hardwood forests, in their turn,
fell also to the lumberman’s axe and saw.
In 1900 Traverse City had almost 50 small
industries devoted to the manufacture of
forest products. Some weren't so small,
Oval Wood Dish Co., for example, whose
products included rolling pins, clothes pins
and disposable butter dishes for grocery
stores, had a work foree of 500 people and

to Tupper Lake, N.Y., after the hardwood
forest ran out, 1t is still in operation there;
among its many wood products are tongue
depressors for doctors!

By 1916, the hardweods were goue too,
and for a few years the land resembled a
moonscape,

But time heals almost cverything, and

glory — all, that is, except the big pines;
they'l] take a little langer since they dida’t
resecd naturally and had to be grown on
plantations.

A few stand of virgin pine are still to be
found in the region — those trees weren't
big cnough In the carly days o nake
lumber. Among them are the big whites
and Norways on the campus at North-

the equivalent of a million-dollar annual

p » upla core mostly covered with
oty bl o payroll. 0.W.D. moved from Traverse City

hardwoods -— maple, beech, oak and elm.

today the forests of the Grand Traverse

western Michigan College and at Inter-
reglan are back again in their pristine

lochen.

GOING TO THE TRAVERSE CITY
AREA THIS WEEKEND?

Be sure to stop at
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GRAND OPENING PRICES
30 SPECTACULAR ONE-BEDROOM
CONDOMINIUMS ON THE WATER

Your condominium 1s nght on the Beach Close to championship gall.
boaling and sknng, The Beach s the parfect “gelaway™ S10p in northern

Mictugan - Summer/Fallivanter and Spong You can even choose 10 put
yout unilin our t | rental Q program.
Each has a Kk 0 Grand Travetse

Bay. the boach and 1he pool.

Grand Opgnming phces from $99,000 Each cond 95 an q
buy, but thore are only 30. Choose yours today The Beachas located at Lhe
intersection of US 31 and 4 Mile Road. Modats, information and sales otfice
opon dady, phone {616} 938-2228.

ONLY 12 UNITS LEFT

Grand Opening
Savings of

$5,000
Offered thru Sept. 30
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SHOULD RAVE YOUR HOME ON THIS HARBOR
by next Fall

Lots Available on Land Contract $20,000 up
CALL VIRGINIA LARSON, REALTOR ASSOCIATE

616-223-4889

18510 MISSION, TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684

GRAND
TRAVERSE
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NO EROSION PROBLEM
HERE! This boautifl red-
wood passive solar con-
tomporary home fealures 3-
brs.,, 2-baths, walkoul base-
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Sl mont, plus oversized 2-car
Caontact:
. garage and much, much
BETTE LOU REAMER morg. Plus, 144" of boautifui
61%73&3"-3200 Wast Bay frontage.
616—947-4350 $179,900



