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. Lynne Cohn is a North Farm-
ington High School sophomore,

8y Lynno Cohn

special writer

all throughout Farmington, Mlchi-
gan and the Unlted States.

What is Project Graduatlon? Sim-
ply, it is a movement to help teens

Project Graduation has become a
very important project in the Farm-
ington community. It iavolves par-
ents, students, and the problem of
drinking and driving.

Project Graduation is practiced

Schools

By Mory Klomic
statf writer

Somebody's warped idea of fun is
spoiling the real fun for chlldren who
play at Botsford Elementary
School's playground at recess and in
the afternoon and evening.

A spurt in vandalism at the school,
19515 Lathers in Livonia, has led ad-
ministrators to estahlish a reward
program. They arc offering a $50
reward for {nformation leading to
the arrest or conviction of anyone
who destroys property on school
grounds,

Botsford School is in the Clarence-
ville School District, which includes
parts of Livonia, Redford and Farm-
mgton  Hills, Preliminary counts
show this year’s enrollment there to

reallze and, possibly, help
the problem of drinking and drlving.

Unfortunately, this problem ls
masstve in lhe Un!lcd States. Pr?jccl

many
that try to !xclp solve thls pmb]em
One of these Is entitled SADD — Stu-

hope to

be fibout the same as the 1985-86 to-
tal of 510,

“The kids are the ones that are
suffering, because of older tcens'
and young adults’, maybe, ideas of
having a good llme, Botsford princl
pal Dan Cypher said

Because of the damagvs. admlnis-
trators are worrjed about installlng
$1.800 worth of playground equlp-
ment donated by the Botsford PTO.

~It would be a terrible shame af-
{er all the work by the PTQ to have
this new stuff torn up,” Cypher said.

THE VYANDALISM is an ongolng

roblem.

“We had 2 bad June.” the princlpal
sald. “It seemed to clear up in July
and early August.

“I don’t know if somebody went on
vacation or got all their anger vent-

dents Against Driving Drunk,

SADD was developed at North
Farmington High School in 1984,
Francine Green, o 1986 NFHS grad-
uate, was responsible,

Says Francine, “Students that be-
come Involved with Project Gradua-
tlon and SADD do it not for personal
galns, 1huy do it for others, to help,
1o feel good.

Thls Is true. No student encounters

any personal galns from SADD; It is
more. or less a persopal trlumph
from helping others, This feeling
makes the students feel confldent
about their abllities to kelp others,

LAST SPRING, the four Farming-
ton high schools — North Farming-
ton, Harrison, Farminglon and Met-
¢y - started a new campalgn
against drunk driving. This program

stem vandalism

ed,” he sald wryly.

In June, 20 windows were broken.
A set of climblng bars, cemented in
place, was pulled out of the ground
and teft on the site. Before it could
be replaced, vandals made a second
visit and bent the bars. Parking and
one way signs were damaged.
Names and profanitles were
scratched into watls.

Two large tractor tires on the
playground were doused with
flammable materlal and ignited,
once durlng the week before Labor
Day and again on the second Satur-
day In September,

“They werc totally engulfed In
flame,” Cypher said,

LIVONIA POLICE d

In the summer, and “their help there
was very evident,” Cypher said. But
area residents don't have good visi-
bility of the grounds.

“We haven't had much luck with
anyene seelng anything going on,”
the princlpal sald.

Cypher sald he has sent notices
home with students, asking parents

- o be more watchful and “listen a lit-

tle closer™ to what thelr youngsters
say. It's hoped that this will bring
about a lead to the vandals.

Anyone wlth Information about
the vandalism Is urged to call
Cypher's office, the Clarenceville
school superlntendent’s offlce, the
Llvonla Police Department or the
Livonla Fire Department.

was referred to as SAFE RIDES,

AFE RIDES was designed to of-
fer any student a rlde to thelr home,
|f they or the person they drove with
had been drinklng, Each Farmington
high school took one weckend in a
trla) month to start SAFE RIDES.
Students were encouraged to call the
SAFE RIDES rcpresentatives at
thelr headquarters from § p.m. to 1
a.m. Friday and Saturdny.

lrunik: It could prove deadly

able to gain knowledge of the stu-

-dents who call in for help.

Thls way, there is no In!ﬂrmnlﬁm
passed (rom parent to parent, afil
the student in need of help can be
assured that his parents will not
Lnow unless he tells them.

The volunteers from NFHS were
of all grade levels, “It Is not neegs:
sary to be of drlving age to asslst
with SAFE RIDES,” sald Francine,
“Many helped with

Francing Green, as
and president of SADD at NFHS
1985-1986, trled to help her recruits
prepare to their best abliity and

need.

Legally, any SAFE RIDES volun-
leer, nationwide, must attend a clln-
fe given by the Boy Scouts of Amerl-
ca offerlng Instruction in flrst ald,
CPR and dealing with drunk people.

According to Francine, the first
session was weak. In the beglnning
trlal month of such a program, there
is not expeeted to be much student
response, I any, because they are
afrald of belng revealed. The volun.

phone calls and ming We hnd one
co-ed driving team.

Although SAFE RIDES was nnl

last year in F

it Is expected to be this year,

“Someone from the 'in' crowd
needs to call for help and realize
that everything is confldential and
private. Then, 1f they announce it to
thelr friends,” says Francine, “they
will realize they can help save lives
and call. They also have to see that
we are not against drinking; we age
against mixing drinking with drly.
ing. though and this must be public

teers must be , however, as
all North Fnrmlnglon representa-
tives were,

ALSO REQUIRED for a SAFE
RIDES program arc adults to su-
pervise, The whole program is based
on confidentiality and trust, there-
fore, the assisting parents must be
sworn to secrecy. They are also not

QOn (hal nnte. Project. Gmdualloq.
SADD and SAFE RIDES shoul;
hopefully serve thelr purpose In lhe
years (o come at North Farmington
High School, In Michigan, and
throughout the United States. Re-

member — DON'T DRIVE DRUNK
- IT COULD ONLY COST YOUR
LIFE.

speclat surveillance in a nearby park

Future of school trips in limbo

By LeAnno Rogors
special writer

Action on a revised student trip
policy, which could effectively
prohibit programs such as the Back-
t0-Back foreign exchange program.
was delayed until October by the
Walled Lake Board of Educatlon.

The proposed policy would requirc
that trips be curriculum-related anc
that the students participating be en-
rolled in the curriculum. The policy
would also prohibit the district from
paying salaries 10 employee spon
sors, chaperoncs or substitutes,

“I am concerned about having stu
dents out of the classroom for ex
tended times [lke going to the for
uld board membel

“It concerns me |h 3t students wil
be placed in the position of envying

other students or lcclins deprivec
because they can! 't afford thesc
trips.”

Another provislon Jackman sait
was needed in the policy was to dis
claim any responsibility for student:
and teachers who may soclalize out
side the school.

Hugh Davies, assistant superln
tendent for clementary educatlon
asked for a clarification of a portior
of the policy.

“PARENTS HAVE raised the
funds for substitute but not for &
teacher's whole salary,” Davles sald
“We have paid the salary of the
teacher who has gone on the ex-
change program.”

The Back-to-Back program, which
sends exchange students to France,
does not benefit all students, board
Member Kenneth Tucker said. “This
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is a very selectlve program. That is
not what public education is all
about, All students who want to go
should be able to.”

Former board member Bonnie
Venzke said the curriculum-related
revislon was made at the instigation
of two board members and aimed at
ending the French exchange pro-
gram,

“There Is no French instructien at
the elementary school level,” she
sajd, *] would recommend you use
the policy statement that says the
trips will be related to sound educa-
tional objectives.”
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there's so much
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