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Cities turn trash into heat,light

By Ponny Wright
special writer

When the city of Detroit broke
ground of a 3,300-ton-per day waste-
to-encrgy plant In May, it marked a
turning point in the way local gov-
ernments in Michlgan have disposed
of solid waste.

Communlties had elther burned or
landflited trash collected from resl-
dentlal, commerclal and industrial
customers.

Now Detroit and other municlpall-
tics are turning to an alternative —
resource recovery. The method in-
volves burning the waste and recov-
ering the heat cnergy in the form of
steam and clectriclty,

agency for waste-to-cnergy projects.

HIGH CAPITAL and operntion;l
costs are a disadvantages of waste-
to-cnergy plants. The estimated net
costs for a 1,000-tons-per-day capac-
ity plant operated six days pér week
is more than $6 mlltlon annually,

“These facllitles are not economi-
cal if the encrgy can'’t be sold,” sald
Clinton, “Planners should look care-
fully.at slzing the units so operating
costs can be offset by sales of the
encrgy and tipplng fees.”

Clinton Indicated that the state’s
toughened alr quallty control stand-
ards have helped make Incineration
plants more acceptable to the public.

“We've tightened air pollution

“There's a gr growlng to
build [ncineraters that buen all the
burnables a

and produce steam and electricity in
the process,” said George Schutte,
supervisor of the Oakland County
DPW's solid waste unit.

OAKLAND COUNTY is finallzing
cngineering and financing plans for
a proposed $150-mlllion waste-to-cn-
ergy [acility to serve some 28 county
communltics,

The plant Is d to be located

are In varlous stages of planning and

from a stat ed R
covery Stral lcgy.

The strategy, adopted by the Natu.
ral Resources Commnission In 1983,

Re- County are expected to
start construction of waste-to-ener-

gy facllities In the next year.

contro) We're making
people mare comfortable about com-
bustion cmmissions from these
plants. Besides, these plants arc eas-
ler to pollee !or regulation Infrac-
tions than landfills,

Oaktand Community Collega A SMALL BUSINESS CONFERENCE
Royal Oak Campus FOR VETERANS

BUILDING FOR EXCELLENCE Il

Featuring pre-business sections and 18 warkshops for those already
established In business.

NOVEMBER 1, 1986
For further information, call Onkland County Cooperative Extenslon
at

858-0895

$25%° per persan
Rogistration limited to first 200 participanits
Open to all persons regardless of race, color, sox, national orlgin, or
handicap.

Thue Michigan Department of Nal-
ural DNR)

to 40 energy recovery lnclnemwu
will be built in the state over the
next 20 years,

promotes recycllng and
with energy recovery as major alter-
natives to land dispesal of garbage.

CURRENTLY, 13 publle projects
been stow getting off the ground, but

at or near the County Service Cen-
ter, where steam from the facility
will heat the center's buildings,
Present plans indicate the electricity
generated by the plan will be sold to
the local utillty.

“The facility will be a guarantee
for the future for the Involved com-
munitics,” said Schutte, “It’s gotting
tougher to find suitable land!lll sites,
and even though energy costs are
lower today, a waste-to-encegy plant
is still ecanomically attractlve.

Present projections confirm that
stcam and eleciriclty sales will
offset annua! maintenance and oper-
atlonal costs of the facility.

“There has to be a fair amount of
population to warrant this type of fa-
cility, and there has to be a market
for the encrgy generated,” Schuite
added.

THE TECHNOLOGY of cnergy
recovery incinerators is old,

During the period 1890-1810,
wastc-to-cnergy plants were con-
structed and operated in Hamburg,
Parls, Zurich, and New York. There
are more than 368 facilitics in oper-
ation worldwlde.

Impetus for building the facilities
in Mlichigan, partlcularly those han-
dling municlpal solid waste (some 25
indusirles are burnlng In-house
wastes to produce energy), has come

ty recently broke ground for a 200-
ton-per-day plant. Kent County land

I predict the concept will grow rap-
idly," sald Fred Clinton, chlef of the
DNR's Resource Recovery Unlt.
DNR is the state's coordinating

Along with Detroft, Jackson Coun-
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