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Views mixed on mandatory drug tests

By Bab Sklar
staft wrlter

Farmington Hills Pollce Chicf
William Dwyer opposes mandatory
drug testing, by urinalysls, of peopte
arrested {or alieged felonics.

But Oakland County Chief Asslst-
ant Prosccutor Richard Thompson
sald such testing could be beneflelal
if test results are used throughout
the criminal Justice system, from ar-
ralgnment to sentencing,

Defense attorney Mitchell Ri-
bitwer of Birmingham, who often
bandles cases In 47th Distrlet Court
In Farmington, sces no bencfit to
such testing,

“Drug addletlon or alcohat addie-
tlon Is no defense for a serlous
crime. So I see no correlation be-
tween mandatory drug testing and
fclony arrests,” sald Dwyer, who
once headed the Detroit Police De-
partment's narcotics sectlon.

Dwyer acknowledged that many
felonics are commitied by drug ad-
dicts in search of money for their
next fix.

But, he said, drug testing should be

‘Drug addiction or
alcohol addiction is no
defense for a serious
crime. So I see no
correlation between
mandastory drug
testing and felony
arrests,’

— Wittiam Dwyer,

Hills police chief

ordered by the court as part of a
presentencing report, not by the po-
lice agency making the Inltial arrest.

“It shouldn't be our responsibill-
1y," Dwyer sald.

IF A urinalysls is used just to
determine drug usage, it's a waste of
time, Thempson sald.

“But if it's used in determining
bond and In other decisions that go
into the process of a person belng
tried, yes, It's worthwhile,” he said,

“I sec nothing iNegal about It. But if
the courts don't use the

PPy

it's a lot of cxtra work for nothing."
The subject of mandatory drug’
testing came up at a natienal confer-
ence on career criminals held in
Washingten, D.C. Studies found that
drug users were twlee as likely to be
arrested agaln before trial and were
50 percent more likely to jump bond.
In opposing mandatory drug test-
ing by pollce, Dwyer said people ar-
rested for felonles are

Ifit (i y drug
testing) is used in
determining bond and
in other decisions that
go into the process of a
person being tried,
yes, it'a worthwhile.

~— Richard Thompson,

and asked if they use drugs or are
addlcted to drugs.

“There Is an Interrogation form
ftited out and made part of the case
mlcd, which Is sent to the court,” he
sald,

SUSPECTS ARE typically willing
to tell all. “In most cases, it has been
my experlence that if a person com-
mits a felony and has been using
drugs, he'll normally be willing to
state to the Investigating officer that
he's a user of drugs,” Dwyer sald. |

“That information obvlously is
avallable at arralgnment. And that's
also a questlon the judge could ask at.
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arraignment, I do agree that many
felony crimes are committed by ad-
dlets out on bond for a previous ar.
rest. That should be an issue for a
magistrate lo review.”

Very few addicts deny their addlc-
tion. “Normally, they'll use it as a
defense for the crime committed,”
Dwyer sald.

Dwyer, however, sald he belleves
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Michlgan Bell customers in the
Farminglon area during the woek
will see some changes In (he way lo-
cal and long distance operator-as-
slsted calls are handled.

Mlchigan Bell Aug. 25 began pro-
viding local and some long distance
operator services using ts own em-
ployees, said Mary Jo Fifarek, Mich-
igan Bell's local corporate affalrs
manager. These operator services
were provided under contract by
AT&T for Michlgan Bell since the
breakup of the Bell System in 1984,
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in mandatory drug testing as a con-
dition of employment in Jaw enforce-
ment, the federal government and
corporatlons handling sensitlve In-
formation,

EXPERIENCE AND studles show
that a vast majority of crime is com-
milted because of drugs. “People de-
pendent on drugs eften have to com-

" mit breakings and enterlngs or

armed robberies, or sell stolen prop-
erty, to support their habit,” Thomp-
son said.

As a result, there's a good chance
a suspect known (o use drugs would
resume criminal activity if released,
“This certainly should be a factor
and should be put Into Lhe formula
‘when judges are declding what bond
toset,” Thompson said,

Thompson also foresces law en-
forcement officlals using a suspect's
drug-use history fn “making decl-
slons about charglng and about how
tough to be on the defendent.”

Durlng the next several months,
about 700 long distance operators
who transferred from Michigan Bell
to AT&T will return to operator of-
flces throughout the state.

Fifarek said the Michigan Bell op-
erators will handle calls such as col-
Iect, blll-to-third-number, person-to-
person and requests for assistance
within the LATA (local calling arcas
similar to area codes).

“Customers won't notice any dif-

Ribltwer, the defense attorney,
called mandatory drug testing by po-
lice “bad,

“I don't Jike it. Even though you
may be arrested, there's the
presumption of lnnocence, What
such testing does Is find you gullty
before there's a chance for a due
process hearing. There's also a ques-
tlon of constitutional rights. The
testing smacks of a pollce state.”

Besldes, he said, almost every
presentencing report addresses drug
or alcohol abuse anyway.

MARGARET SCHAEFFER, chleY
judge of the 47th District Court in
Farmington, sald she preferred not
to comment.

“I have some reservations about
commenting on somcthing like this
because a case might come up where
I'd have to conslder such testing.

“And it Idld, and had earlier com-
mented on it In the newspaper, I'd
have to disqualify myself,” she sald,

hanges in works

aling ‘0° will reach a Michigan Bell
operator who will only be able to
provide assistance on calls within
the customer's local catling area.”

Customers who need operator as-
sistance from a long distance com.
pany must dial “00" or contact the
long distance company for instruc.
tions an how to place operator-as-

ference when placing direct-dialed
calls,” Flfarek said. “But callers di-
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Greenview's famous Winter Green fertilizer.

Don't let your lawn go to bed hungry!

sisted calls, she sald.
Flfarck sald the 553 and 661
will be af-
fected.
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