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Visitor from yellow kingdom,
arrives in enemy land, to be g
red rose, in “Rainbow War,"

Pacitic Pavilion,
13, in Vancouver,

who {lies via an acrial hoop,
rected by a pretty girl with a

a flim short at the Coanadian
EXPO 86 continues through Monday, Oct,

EXPO ’86 pavilions
host intriguing films

By Ethel Simmons
staff wrlter

VANCOUVER — Only a few
more weeks remaln to see EXPO
86 at Vancouver in British Colum-
bia, but for these who are still plan-
ning to travel there, don't miss
some of the world exposltion’s out.
standing film shows,

Among the most highly rated pa-
vlllons, offering popular audio-vls.
ual presentatlons, are the General
Motors Pavltlon, the Canadlan Pa-
clflc Pavilian, the British Columbla
Pavilion, the Canada Pavilion and
the Pavillon of Promise. The
Czechoslovaklan Pavillon also has
an appealing film program. *

Hit of EXPO is the GM Pavl-
lon's “Spirit Lodge™ show. You
stand just outslde the lodge, where
a storm heralds your entrance and
puts you in the proper frame of
mind. Once inslde, you watch an
old Kwakiutl storyteller retell the
legend of the Magie Canoe, that
waould take you anywhere with Just
one stroke of the paddle.

The Ilve actor is palred with hol-
ographs, for pletures which arlse
from the smoke of the fire In the
form of the raven and other figures
from Northwest Indian mythology.
Expo’s theme is transportatlon and
communlcation, and the storyteller
raises the question surrounding to-
day's high-tech methods of travel
— “Are our machtnes making us
more like humans or more like ma-
chines?”

THE CANADIAN Paclfic Pavl-
lion has two film presentations, the
first featuring Father Time and a
host of amusing faces from other
times and places popping ento TV
sereens for a discusslan about com-
munication.

The second film, “Rainbow
War," has the charm of a Holly-
wood movie. In fact, it has been
nominated for an Academy Award
In the best tve actlon short subject
category. A slmple theme ~— three
kingdoms that cach have thelr own
favorite color (red, blue or yellow)
battle each' other because of their
dlfferencoes.

They fling buckets of palnt at
each other, in efforts to get rid of
the hateful enemy colors that
adorn cverything one wears and
owns. They accidentally create
green and manage, after all, to live
in barmony.

At the Britlsh Columbla Pavi-
llon, a 17-minute fitm “Discovery,”
in Showscan technique, stars B.C,
actress Falruza Balk, who played
Darothy in Disney's “Return to 0z.”
A large red globe from outer space
is her means of transport to ex-
plore the scenic beauty of the
Canadlan province hosting EXPO
86,

Canada Pavilion’s introductory
theaters include a showlng of “Can-
ada Celebration,” with 14 different
sereens projecting slide images
from photos taken by photogra-
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By Louise Okrutsky
staff writer

O A GENERATION growing
up In the Detrolt area dur-

ing the late 1960s-carly

1970s, Birmingham resl-
dent Dave Dixon is assoclated with a
style of radio in purposecful contrast
to Top 40 stations.

The format he ereated for WABX-
FM during that time aMowed the
disc jockeys to chose the records
they'd play on the air. Perhaps for
Dixen free-form radio was too suc-
cessful. He was so elosely asscciated
with WABX that when he left in 1973
other Detrolt radlo stations shled
away {rom hiring him.

“1 would have mentioncd thelr call
letiers a tot. T would have brought
my audienee with me,” Dlxon said.

1 was told when I left ABX 1
could never get another job in De-
troit. After 12 years, it's blown
over.”

“Lately he's repeating a new set of
call letters in Detroit, WDET-FM,
His program, from 10 a.m. to 1 p-m.
weekdays, continues mixing and
matching music without stleking to a
play list. On Dixen's portion of the
alrwaves, Vivaldt can peacefully co-
exist with rhythen and blues,

“I didn't want to be a rock ‘n’ roll
D.:;, that's all I could play,” Dixon
said,

IN THE INTERVENING years, he
turned to television, hosting a couple
of movle programs for statlons in
Miami-Fort Ladderdale, Fla.

“I'm an unlikely candidate for
television,” said Dixon, who tends In
appearance to be heavy. After six
months as a movle host, the statlon
fired him, uncomfortable that he
didn't fit the TV-personality mold.
Six months later, bowing to a petl-
tion drive, the station rehired him.
He stayed six years, filling in the gap
between movie programs by opera-
ting a one-man advertising agency.

He dropped television after be-
coming affllcted with Bell's palsy,
the facial paralysis that also has pla.
gued Ralph Nader.

*It was time to get back into ra-
dio,” Dixon said,

For Dixon, a Birmingham native
who returncd to llve in that city,
coming back to the Detrolt market
inevitably meant bumplng inte peo-
ple who stll} assoctated him with a
particular era in local radlo,

“(WABX) is this glorfous memory
people have,” he sald, “There are a2
Iot of people who want to talk about
WABX.” And Dixon's fairly willing
to comply.
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The new 333 East. A
unique restaurant that
surrounds yotu with
elegance, yet remains invit-
ing and unpretentious, The
ambiance is sophisticated
and intimate. The cuisine is
contemporary American,

“Elegant addition to

creatively prepared and presented with flair and finesse,
Tor dinner, select from a varied menu including delectable
fare such as California Chevre with Basil & Currants and

Sauteed Loin of Veal.

Dave Dixon of Birmingham, who now playsre. WODET-
cords from claesics to rhythm and blues on

On the airwaves
Freewheeling DJ is back in town

‘To run a station by the ratings is to
abdicate all creativity. Those that do
that, to me, are panderers, not

entertainers.’

— Dave Dixon
disc jockey
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FM, first bullt up a following in the De-
trolt area on WABX-FM during the 19808-70s.

“The morc musleal the announcer,
the better the statlon. You can’t just
play what you Itke.”

Dixon’s personal plcks these days
include Stan Goetz, Benny Goodman,
Laurle Anderson and Paul Simon,

“Rock ‘n’ roll al Its best Is jazz. At
its worst, it’s pop music.”

It's the sort of music that's at-
tracted hlm since his days at Bir-
High (before the school ac-

“WABX WAS JUST a dumb radlo
station. I invented WABX.”

It was radio without play lists,
without contests, ‘without a Top 10
countdown, without a station [denti-
(ication jingle that played every
quarter hour, In a market dominated
by the old CKLW-AM with phone-in
contests and disc jockeys with their
own programmed patter, WABX
stood out, Its format was copled by
other FM stations.

“They made me program manager
at ABX. T didn’t want to do it. I have
ne management skills, no buslness
sense,”

He became distilusioned with the
situation, quitting in 1973. “I qult,
telling them they were compromis-
Ing too much.” Play lists and con-
tests came back. Statlon owners be-
came even more consclous of rat-
ings.

“To run a statlon by the ratings is
to abdicate all creativity. Those that

do that, to me, are panderers, not en-
tertainers,” he said.

It was stll! a tough transition be-
tween manager of a thriving station
and out-of-work disk jockey.

“It was a drap. One day I was an
FM broadeaster, the next day, 1 was
no one at all,” he said. “Some peaple
in town were so mean théy denled
me access to backstage, Other peo-
ple were just the opposite.”

NOW BACK in radlo, Dixon be-
lleves that programming Is a talent,
requlring a musical ear,

quired the Birmingham.Seaholm
moniker). One of his clussmales,
Noel Paul Stookey, had a group
called Birds of Paradlse. Dixon drew
the group’s only album cover, "At
some point ke called me up and
asked me to go too work for him asa
writer.” By that time, Stookey was
invelved with Peter, Paul and Mary.

He's credited with helping write ™I
Dig Rock and Roll Music,” “The Song
Is Love” and “Whatshername?*

“They were very democratle peo-
ple. If they used your idea they gave
you credit. I was made an ASCAP
member, The royalties have never
stopped,”
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Lobsters‘!

Lunch is a delightful medley of light entrees, lively salacls,
fresh pastas and fish specialties. . .

333 East. A memorable dining experience. Reservations are
recommended at 313/222-7404.

2 for the price of 1

Order a steamed lobster dinner at regular price
and get your second lobster Free, 2 for 1 special
vitfiee good only for individual consumption.
Offer expires October 31, 1986,
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ATMuesoer Centie
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333 East Tetierson Avenue, Detroit, M1 18220
Open until $0:00 . Suaday through Thursday.
Frictay and Saturday until 1100 pum.
Complimentary valet parking tar dinsies patrons. Open «even days a week
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-~ with style at -~ -
the Benchmark,
-Our new, elcgant ©
decorserveansn . Lo
dramatic sciting for.
superb continental culsine,”
“finc wines and impeceabl

g:xcepllbnnl dining expericnce,
16400 11
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udscn Drive " Sauthfleld, Michigan 313/559-6500

2 Mite at Orchard Lake, Farmington Hills 553-7000




