12E{OXS.F-5E)

O%I:Thursday, Scplember 25, 1986

L.ess rigidity in

By Ingrid Tomoy
speclal writer

Decorating liberatlon has hit the
'80s, accordlng to Margarct
McMahon, editorlal marketing ser-
vice director for Better Homes &
Gardens,

McMahon condueted the “Decorat-
Ing with Personal Style” semlnar for
90 women and a handful of men at
Schwark Furnlture in Utica recent-

y.

The seminar was a dual cffort by
Better Homes & Gardens and Tho-
masville Furaiture Industrles to help

Identify their [ndi

decorating styles” and honc their
shopping skills for quallty furnish-
ngs.

‘The thrust of the 2%-hour seminar
was that we are no longer bound by
rules of decorating that have nothing
to do with our way of life.

According to McMahon we are “f1-
nally letting our homes function for
our own peculiar lifestyle, not some
a priorl criteria dictated to us by so-
clety. The results are (hat our houses
reflect a personal style unheard of
20 or 15 or even 12 years 2go.”

To illustrate the polnt, she showed
slides of Better Homes & Gardens'
decorating contest winners from
1963. One after another, the rooms
bore the imprint of the '60s formula
— plnch-pleated draperies, match-
ing Mr. and Mrs, chalrs, matching
lamps on matching end tables, wall-
to-wall carpeting in the same color
as the walls, the sofa, the chairs and
the drapes and, finally, the ubiqul-
tous coffec table.

“You could move a family from
ane house to another, and they would
never have known the dlffercnce,”

observed. “C porary
had te be very cold. Colonlal was
cozy and full of ruffles. It was all
very regimented.”

IN CONTRAST, she said, the deco-
-Tating rules of the '80s dletate noth-
ing so much as the fdea that there
are no formulas, because the stereo-
typical homemaker has all but dis-

Keep your flowers

appeared, Fewer couples are having
children, and they are having them
later. There are more single {amily
houscholds, the ranks of the
houschusband ave swelling and, most
profoundly, women, whether work-
Ing or not, no longer see themselves
as excluslvely housewlves,

Out of these changes have come a
bellef in personal fulfillment, which
has led to a consumer who cares
more about her own taste and per-
sonal style than “whether the chairs
in her living room mateh.”

Within what MeMahon calls “the
three major attitutes™ of today's dec-
oratlng ~ casual, formal and slick
— Is enough leeway to accommodate
the personal tastes and eclecticism
of ever consumer. McMahon showed
recent slides of Better Homes & Gar-
dens homes to lllustrate the roomi-
ness of these trends.

Casual, the, decorating attitude
that prevails today, Is often country.
Its hallmarks arc unfussy furniture,
carefree fabrics and an informat
floor plan.

MeMahon's  slldes, however,

Mnrgt{rel McMahon
handstitched qullts, which illustrated
the crossover from one attitude to
another or, as McMahan expressed
it, “A few ducks do not make Coun-
try.”

Slick, she third decorating attl-
tude, reflects an appreclatlon of ele-

showed widely dlvergent i -

nd an

tlons of Casual, with splashy modern
art on the walls and striking mixes
of patterns in fabric and wall cover-

ngs.

Formal is likely to Include a meld-
ing of several styles from the past,
such as perlod French, 18th-century
Chippendale and Orlenial. What
gives this stralghtforward, rather
symmetrleal decor its '80s individu-
alllly is the use of cator and accesso-
ries.

One of the slides showed a formal.
ly arranged room with a mixure of
French and Chippendale, mahogany
and pine. A bright erange canton at
one end of the reom was balanced by
a large English tapesty at the oppo-
site end.

In anather slide huge ferns and
cacti took on the role of sculpture in
thelr precise arrangement at the
sldes of a fireplace.

Also turnlng up occaslonally In the
Formal rooms were ducks amd

a little longer

This Is a good time to begln a serap book with
tdeas you have gleancd from publications as well
as other people's gardens. Gardenlng is a growing
experlence in many ways. Improve your ability to
walk down the strect and identify trees as friends,
You get a lot more beneflts from observatton (f

you are “on the hoof,"

Park your car on a street where you can ob-
serve many successful Ideas in landscaping. Take
hote. It is 2 compliment to “borrow” an Idea and

take it back to your garden. If you are

do this be sure the lght factor Is correct for your

setting. Plant for beauty.

Here Js an idea for you to store In your noodle.
The ashes from burned twigs wlill give better nu-

tritlon than ashes from mature wood.
ashes on your compost pile will encich i

Gypsophila (baby's breath) Is an exceltent plant

to be sure to grow In your 1987 garden

meantime secure these minute delleate flowering
plant stems from your flerist or farmers’ market.

Be sure that your bouquet is rea.dy to be

an 0
Baby's breath is a lovely filler In o slik flower

arrangement.

Alice
Burlingame

tempted to

A layer of
.

, but in the

e placed in
1ts beauty,

Dried gypsophila fn a
large bunch if It — “no water” will pi

with an exotic arrangement and elicit many com-

pliments from your guests.
To dry fresh baby's breath, secure a
with a rubber band and hang it upside

dry arca. A bonus for you when you recelve an
arrangement containlng baby's breath is to dry
this flower in the above manner after the other
flowers In the arrangement have ceased to be at-

tractlve,

Even though we arc at the end of the garden
season you might be Interested In some of the
methods of drying flowers — hanging upslde
down in a bundle (in your garage), soaking the
stems in glycerin and gently covering the flowers

with the crystals of borax.

Still another method of preserving flowers is by
pressing the blossoms, many a lady has tucked

away a flower from a past Jover In the
volume of poetry or a favorite novel.

For creative
gardeners

‘Two special courses for gardners w]
be more creative will be glven agaln
Cranbrook Institute of Setence, “Short
Water Lilies” and “Plant Propagation.”

Both will be taught by Sam M. DeFazio and
Patrlck McKown, owners and operators of Preter
Tellus Greenhouse, “Plant Propogation™ wiil be
held 8.9 p.m. on four Tuesdays beginning Scpt. 30
and the water lily class will be hetd 8-9 p.m. on

four Wednesdays beglnning Oct. 1.

The water Itly display in front of the Institute of
Sclence is proof of what these twe experts wlll be
teaching. They have been nurturing the lilles of

hls pond for several years and De Fa:

that thls fall the colors are the best so far,
But he also says that the water lily hobbylst can
enjoy the frults of his cndeavor even with barrels

on ihe patlo.
In “Plant Propagatlon,” participants

troguced to a varlety of technlgues from cultings
and seeds to alr layering, grafting and multiply-

Ing bulbs.
To regisier by phone, call 645-3230.

—a
rovide you

gant simy a ness of
furniture as deslgn. McMahon's

slides revealed that even color is
kept to a minimem with a lot of peu-
trals, especially black, white and
grey.

A NUMBER OF ROOMS were
dominated by grand pianos, which
gave the suggestlon of clean, black
sculptures rather than a sing-along
with a group of frlends.

“Slick Is not a style designed to
make you feel welcome,” McMahon
commented.

At one paint In the semlnar,
Schwark decorators Jed participants
through the mewly opened, 6,500
square-foot  Themasville Gallery,
which features a wlde range of
groups from such Amerlcan tradi.
ional classles as Collector's Cherry
«nd American Oak to the sllck, con-
temporary appeal of groups like Es.
sence and Prestige.

Particlpants were advised to look
for certain detalls In selecting quall-
ty furnishings, such as triple dowel-
Ing of chair ralls, dovetalllng of
drawers and hand-rubbed multis-
tepped finishing.

Finally, McMahon provided the
audience with this five-part guide to

liberated decorating:

® Develop a sense for your own
style and attltude. Do you like (o put
your feet up? Do you hate to vacu-
um?

® Develop a color/pattern sense.
What do you want to come home to
— restful grays or llvely reds?

@ Develop a feel for space. Move

nterior decorating styles

things around. Forget the rules.

® Look at things In a different
way. Look at store displays, study
magazines. i

® Do your homewark. Ask Ints of
questions. .

“In the end,” McMahon observed,
“it’s all about surrounding yourself
with what's beautiful to you.”

...t0 ALICE STEIN

The use of her real oxpertiso
and dedication 10 her clionts
has produced over,one million
in sales for the month of
August. An outstanding effort!

Call Alice now for a FREE market snalysit,

_Gzc.r-j ' |Iu; ,,VZI 851-6700

MJL CORPORATE TRANSFEREE SERVICE

30110 Orchard Lake Rd., Farmington Hilis

Fatinington Gle 1 4 new huttie commanity of
qualiny built homes siated in the ciy uf
Easmingson 1l in an ates of colliog termain and
natutal beavty. Each home is giver special
attention 10 detait 1nd lasury with custom
featutes such as master suites on fiese Noor, istand
Kitcheas and much more.

Cuntempuries, Ranches Colonialy
Park and Pond Commons Aea
{2 Vanous Hoor Plans

Sales Office 661-9210
Open Daily 1-6

Now thru
October 12...

COMING SOON!

SINGH § SHAPIRO CONSTRUCTION, INC.

wordets - Oeveooen.

Ranches from

139,900

From $89,900
in West Bloomfield.

Can you believe it? Outstanding twa bedroom,
two bath condominiums with studio ceilings, GE
kitchens, oversized master bedroom suites,
attached parages and more!

Located on Maple Road 14 mile
West of Drake. Furnished models
vpen daily and weehends: noon
to o or by appaintment.

Closed Thursday.
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SHEFFIELD It
Biltmore
Propertics Corp.

pagesofa

Troy
476-9300

b knoTTINGHAM
Hemphill & Fer”

Troy
879-0866

ho want to

this fall at NEWPORT
Course on Curtis Building
Company
Livonio

476-9300

ROYALCREST
inewao,
Homes, Ine.

new homes

you should see and
1000 ideas you can use!

DEER CREEK
dovclopei &

v [ il
Biltmore Properties ey VILLA
%" AMORE

HOURS:

Southfield, Michigan’s newest
adult rental community.
You spoke... and we listened!

Telephune: 661-4800

CONDOMINIUM
T An [.d\\'lgrd_

iger & Son Community De velopment

SENIOR

Noan- 10 pm daily
10 am- 10 pm Sal. & Sun,

Ga through 12 of the most
onginol and esciling new
homes, vach beautifully
furnished and londscaped,
each incorporaiing o multis
tude of proctical new ideos.
A must for hameowners and
anyone who plons o buy
a home or decorate a
condo or aportment.

Dcer Creek on Eighl AMile Rd. DORCHESTER
belween Formington and Bitmore
Newburgh Rds. in Livonia. Propedies Corp.
Teoy
476-9300
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lomes 0. Compo, Inc.
Farmington Hills
474-04899

TUDO
Bonodeo Builders
Detroit
535-8133

HACIENDA
DEL REY
G.W. Homes, Inc.

2lo reports THE
GRANDVILLE
Leo Soove
Building Co.
Livonia
591-0824

CLASSIC
CRANBROOK
Long Lake
Buitding Co.
Farminglon Hills

<

will be In- ™

© 0&E Classitieds work!

471-5988

Admission $4.00

A portion of the ticket

Phone 569-0644

West
855-6039

776-3006

The Heattierwood f
* Elegant dining

* Transportation

* Emergency alert system
¢ Full activities program
* Much more

Through focus groups composed of area senior citizens, and in-depth
research, The Heatherwood development and management teams have
created not-only the housing, but also the lifestyle that you asked for and
deserve: an elegant living environment that respects your independence
while providing the ultimate in services and value,

The Heatherwood offers one and two bedroom suites complete with
tully-equipped kitchens, along with many of the services of a first class hotel
— delivered to you in style by our trained and dedicated staff. Currently
under construction, The Heatherwood Is scheduled for October occupancy.
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