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Who gets organ transplants? Who decides?

“Deciding who dees or does not
recelve an organ transplant can no
longer be left exclusively to physi-
cians and other health-care person-
nel,” said Arthur L. Caplan, an au-
thority on_cthleal issues In organ
{ransplantatlon,

In an address Thursday at the Unl-
versity of Michigan, Caplan sald:

“Legislators, burcaucrats, legal
experts, public policy makers and,
most importantly, the publlc jtself
should have a say In the

" “CHARGES OF blas and discrimi-
natlon can haunt medleal centers,
cven if the charges are untrue. We
must do somethlng to change that
perception. Organ transplantation is
suffering from a serlous public rela-
tions problem."

This was the first of a serles of
public lectures to be sponsored by
the Ethics and Soctal Impact Com-
mittee of the newly organized Trans-
plant Polley Center, based at the U-
M Medleal Center.

The Transplnm Pallcy Center, a

issues and the decisions In organ
transplantation.

“The public is concerned that se-
rious unfairness exists in the distri-
bution of ergans,” Caplan said.

Caplan Is an associate director of
the Hastings Center in Hastings-On-
Hudson, N.Y., a non-profit rescarch
institute that studies cthleal prob-
Tems in science and health care.

Patients
demand
too much
medic

Americans are placing too many
demands on thuir doctors because
they cxpect the physicians to “keep
me alive and keep me happy.” says
Dr. Marshall Goldberg, professor of
medicine at Michigan State Unlver-
sity.

Thirty years ago. the unwritten
patient-doctor contract merely said,
“Here's my money, keep me alive,”
Goldberg said. But the introduction
of antl-anxiety and anti-depressant
drugs has altered this professlonal
relationship,

“It's a tough contract to fulfill”

or was estab-
lished last spring by a grant from
the Michlgan Department of Soclal
Services to study and collect Infor-
mation en how organ transpiantatlen
affeets Indlviduals, their famllles
and soclety, and other subjects im-
portant to formulating public pollcy.

THE PUBLIC relations prohlem
faclng organ transplantation was
dramatized by the “Baby Jesse”
case at Loma Linda Medical Center
in Calltornla.

“Jessc” was at flrst denled a heart
transplant, apparently because the
(ransplant team belleved there was
lit!le chance that the baby would
recelve proper support from par-
ents, who were not married.

Lobbylng by Baby Jesse's family
and a Right-to-Life group and the
use of the popular Phil Donahue tele-

heart two weeks longer, Though a
donor heart was eventually found for
Baby Calvin, the entire Incident
raised questions about current meth-

igan law that will go into cffect Oct.
6

.“chulrcd request means that
when someone dies, a professtonal

ads of donor organ Ca-
plan sald,

IN THE UNITED States teday,
people can make a glit of thelr or-
gans after their death, “I think we
should turn up the heat a little,” Ca-
plan said.

France and some other European
countrles have made organ donatlon
after death d: law.

viston show as a forum p
the medical center to change its
stand.

It was later revealed that another
infant with the same medlcal prob-
lem, “Baby Calvin,” in Pennsylva-
nia, had been walting for a donor

¥ by law.

Caplan does not belleve making
organ donation mandatory will
work, however, without the consent
of famlly members as part of the
process. He advocates required-re-
quest leglslation, whlch has been
passed In 27 states, Including a Mich-

with appropi tralnlng must, ap-
proach family members with a for-
mal request for organ donatlon,” Ca-
plan sald. “Currently, famlly mem-
hers are frequently not approached
with such requests,” X

Since the law was passed in Ore-
gon, cornen donatlons there have Ine
creased 1,500 percent. In California,
New York and Alabama, all of which
have required-request laws, organ
donations have Increased substan-
tially.

"As far as I'm concerncd, that
sticker on the back of the Michigan
driver's lleense does little good at
all. No one looks for your driver's 1l
cense when you die.”

PRESSING QUESTIONS of who is
cliglble for an organ transplant
arlse:

® Should moncy provided by
American taxpayers pay for organs
golng to allens or foreigners? Caplan
favars an “Amerlcans-fIrst” policy.

“Unfortunately,” Caplan sald,
“transplantation has been used as a
forelgn polley tool mare than once,
placing Arab sheiks and Isracll VIPs
as recipients ahead of Americans.

@ “Is an alecholic entitled to an
organ transplant?

® “Is abllity to pay a considera-
tion?

® “What about the question of
age? Should a person be denled a
transplant because he or she is too
old?" Caplan belleves age alone Is ir-
relevant, and that prognosis is the
important Issue,
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road maps
are ready

Michigan's new Official Transpor-
tation Map is making its debut as
part of the state's 150th birthday cel-
ebratlon.

The map is one of the Mlchigan
Department of Transportation's
projects for the state Sesqulcenten-
nial celebratlon, which began in
June and wlll continue through 1987.

The Michigan Travet Bureau has
begun distributing them as part of
an effort to encourage travel in

during the Sesqul 8
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Names, faces, averages and scores you can't get anywhere else.
Plus analysis and features with a professional flair.
Keep ahead of the game -- make our sports pages a regular habit.

al year.

The map can be obtained free at
numerous locations, including all
MDOT district offices and welcome
centers. Other distributton points in-
clude state pollce posts, district of-
fices of the Michlgan Department of
Natural Resources, local chambers
of commerce, munleipal govern-
ment offices and regional tourist as-
sociations.

The Department of Transporta-
tion will mail maps to individuals
upon request. Requests should be
made on a post card {not in a scaled
cavelope) providing the name, ad- |
dress and ZIP code of the requester).
Post cards should be mailed to:
MAPS, Michigan Department of
Tranportation, P.0. Box 30050,
Lansing, Mlch. 48909.
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