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“Children of a Lesser Ged™ (R) has
many marvelous qualities and s, in-
deed, a major motlon picture in the
very best sense of the term.

Based on Mark Medofi's 1979-80
triple-Tony-Award-winnlng  Broad-
way play (Best Play, Actor and Ac-
tress), “Children of a Lesser God™ Is
the best film I've scen so far this
year and ought to win six or more

Oscars,

James Leeds (Willlam Hurd) Is an
innovative teacher of the deaf who
has just been employed by the Gov-
ernor Kittridge Schoo) for the Deaf
on the remote coast of northern
Maine. The school’s superintendent,
Dr. Curtis Franklin (Philip Bosco),
maintains a steady but conservative
inslitution,

Friction develops as James reach-
es out to his hearing-lmpaired stu-
dents and inspires them, to learn —
among other things — to speak and,
thereby, communleate in the most
complete sense of the word. Leeds is
not content with the conventional
wisdom that sign language (s soffi-

The film’s complicated
and ditficult objectives
are met by a superb
cast and a very fine
production team.

cient communicatlon for the hear-
ing-impalred.

TENSION ALSO develops as
James Leeds (ries to communicate
with a Jovely, but angry, young deal
gir], Sarah Norman (Marlce Matlin },
a Governor Kittridge gradunte who
has stayed on to work as a school
janitor. Much of Sarah’s anger stems
from her early home llfe and her
famlly's reaction to her impairment.
She and her mother {Piper Laurie)
are estranged.

“Children of a Lesser God™ is
about the very tender, passionate
and compassionate love affair that

Meadow Brook selling
costumes from shows

ttems of apparel worn onstage by
stars who have appeared at Mcadow
Breok Theatre will be sold at an up-
coming costume sale.

Just a few of these are the raln-
coat Tom Bray (“Riptide”™) wore in
“Dames at Sea,” the gown Polly
Rowles (Inspector 12 in the Haines
underwear  commercials) wore in
“Ring Round the Moon,” the panama
hat Academy-Award-winner William
Hurt wore in “Man and Superman,”
and the ghost gown Cheryl Giannini
(ariginal cast of Tony-Award-win-
ning "I'm Not Rappaport™) were in
“Blithe Spirit.”

From doublets to tu-tus, hundreds
of costumes from the last 15 seasons
at Meadow Brook go on sale from 10
am. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 18, In
the lobhy of the theater at Oakland
University In Rochester Hills. The
sale is open to the public.

Mecadow Brook Theatre Guild, the

Prices range from 50
cenis for some
accessories to $100 —
with prices on most
gowns, coals and suits
averaging $10.

sale’s sponsor, has sent letters natl-
fying drama teachers at area high
schools of the sale.

Prices range from 50 cents for
some accessories to $100 — with
prices on most gowns, coats and
suits averaging $10.

The costumes represent thousands
of dollars in labor and material, sald
costumer Mary Lynn Bennell. “We
build new costumes _for cach play,
and we just don't have room to store
them all.”

Music school opens

Center for Creative Studies-Instl

tute of Music and Dance has opencd
& major branch at the Internatlonal
School, 13 Mile and Evergreen,
Southfield.

Before its name change, the Instl-
1ute was the Detroit Community Mu-
sie School, formed in 1970 through
the merger of the Detroit

Suzukl, 'y _group piano,
ensembles, voice and private in-
structlon on all instruments.

The faculty Includes members of
the Detroit Symphony Orchestrra
and Michigan Opera Theatre orches-
tra who hold degrees from schools
such as Juilttard, Eastman, Indtana

School and the Detrolt Institute of
Music Arts. The Institute affillated
with the Center for Creatlve Studies
in 1984,

Courses in dance, music theory
and musie therapy wili be added to
the existing programs of Orff,

U y, Nor and Uni-
versity of Michlgan.

Some 1,800 students, from 3 to 80,
annually recelve Instructlon at the
schoa). Adjusted fces are available
to students exhiblting spectal talent
of fInanclal need.
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nto-film likely to garner Oscars

R = R i 3
James Leeds (Willlam Hurt) is a teacher of the deaf who has a
tender aftair with Sarah {Marlee Matin), one of the students at
the schoof where he teaches, in “Chifdren of a Lesser God.”

develops between James and Sarah.
it Is about the problems of the hear-
ing-impaired and the profoundly
deaf. But most significantly, It is
about the problems of communijca-
tlon between and among human be-

ings.

“Children of a Lesser God” is a
great movie because It cffectively
deals with those issues and touches
our secnsibilitics with the warmth
and beauty of the very best of the
human spirlt, the abllity to rise
above the scemingly lmpossible bar-
tiers llfe presents.

The film’s complicated and diffi-
cult objectives are met by a superb
cast and a very fine production
team. The decision to employ only
hearing-impalred artists as deal
characters reflects the film’s central
concept, barriers to human commu-
nicatlon, at every level, may be
overcome.

Marlee Matlin suffered a severe

hearing loss from roseola when she
was 18 months old. From 8 to 15
years she performed at the Chil-
dren's Theatre of the Deaf. “Children
of a Lesser God” is her flim debut,
Matiln Is Jovely to Jook at and Inspie-
Ing to watch, Her abllity to commu-
nlcate emotion without rellance on
words Is prafound.

SEVEN YOUNG performers, who
range from hard-ol-hearlng to pro-
foundly deaf, play the teenage stu-
dents in Willlam Hurt's class, Addi-
tlonally, the production features the
deaf actress Linda Bove and other
hearlng-impaired talent, To expedite
communlcatlon on the set, signers
were on duty during the productlon,
Paramount Is distributing more cap-
ttoned prints of “Children of a Lesser
God™ than any previous flim re-
leased by any studlo,

But most significantly, the produc-
tion integrales signing In the film's
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fabric, “largely through Willlam
Hurt’s magnificent performance as
he “speaks” for the deaf, and for
himself, by vocalizing hls signing
and theirs as well.

In his seventh motlon pleture,
Hurt agafn demenstrates his great
talent and casily equals his multiple
award-winnlng performance in last
year's “Kiss of the Spider Woman,”

The [lim's photography by Austra-
itan John Scale (“Careful, He Might
Hear You") has a dark, somber qual-
Ity as if the damp and rocky const,o[

THE SIGNIFICANCE of the film,
and its tremendous Impact, s that it

«deals with barriers to all human

communication, not just those of the
impaired. It takes just as much cour-
age and understanding to rise above
the barrlers of nolse 23 it does to sur-
mount the walls of silence.

“Together, James and Sarah learn
to bridge those gaps. It is one thing
to say but a far greater task to ac-
complish on film. Matlin and Hurt
have done so in a fine seript by play-
wright Mark Medoff working with

Maine were phy y
ing the inner turmeoil impalred peo-
ple sulfer tn communlcating.

Actually, the flim was shot in
Salnt John, New Brunswick, Canada,
not far north of where the story is
set.

Hesper d The
touch is the semsiUve direction by
Randa Halnes (“Something About

Amclia®).

All told, “Chitdren of a Lesser
God” Is the movie of the year, one
which offers audiences great
warmth and pleasure.
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7TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1986
Noon Until Eight P.M.

As in every year for the pust seven years, the Historic Holly Hotet will

Soup
Cream of Leck .
House Salad

Casatta Tone and Ce

Y of the
on Sunduy, October 5, 1986. This special event will feature o six-course
dinner for $14.50 per person. This format of menu is utilized every Mon-
day evening for our **Manday Night Chef's Selection Night** at $24.95.

Fish Entree
Broiled Whilcfish Fresh with Hollandaise or
Poached Lake Trout with Saffron Champagne Sauce
Meat Entree
Poulet Farci Holly Hoiel or Beef Wellington
Dessert

d opening of the Hotel

Appelizer
Marinaled Mushrooms or
Vegetables En Croute

y Wine and Ch:

Reservations are highly
suggested, and should be
nuide by calling
634:5208 ar your
carliess convenience,

~ ona
sea cruise?

Whethor you want to lle back and relax or party il dawn,
\A Travel Agency can arrange a cruise to paradise that's just
right for you. What else would you expect frem Michigans
. largest cruise agency?

NCL Carlbboan Royai Caribbean Amotican Hawall
AlrSeaCrulsas. AlrSoa Crulses. IntocIstand Cruises.
Savo 823010 81,422 Al
por cabin® from 81,613
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