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OCC eyes state for physical plant funds

By Tim Richard
stalf wrlter

. Chancellor R. Stephen Nicholson
is looklng for new revenues for Oak-
land Community College ~ probably
from the state, possibly from prop-
erty owners, But not from students.

“"We must fInd resources equal to
our opportunlty,” OCC's chlel execu-
tive told the board of trustees last
week as he outlined what has hap-
“pened to the two-year college's fund
supply over the last decade.

Nicholson talked chiefly about
getting state ald for the physlcal
plant. “We are not able to do what
we want with bulldings and greunds.
We will have a progeam for the next
10 years,” he said,

Unlike four-year colleges, commu-
nlty colleges get no state atd for con-
struction. OCC has jolned a small

THE GIST of Nlcholson's presen-
tation was that OCC’s resources ha-
ven't risen as fast as the price index
and enrollment. -

“We have 26 percent fewer dollars
per student, In constant dollars,” Ni-
cholson sald.

Tultion isn't the place to look for

the

went on. “Our local students are
paying a great deal more than they
did 10 years ago. State ald is where
we are suffering most, We've had to
put an Increasing burden on our stu-
dents.”

He said OCC gets less per full-
time ecquated student than almost
any community college in the state
— $838 in the current fiscal year
compared to $1,415 for Macomb,
$1,454 for Schootcraft, $1,675 for
Lanslng and $2,050 for Wayne Coun-
ty Comn:mnity (?:llugc.

consortlum of "urban”
colleges to seck a legislative change.

PROPERTY TAXES, as a per-
centage of college revenucs, have
risen while state aid suffered In the
recesslon years. Currently, the state
supplies $12.6 milllon of OCC's $41.6

. million in operating revenues.

Trustee Eacl Andersan, who has
been on the board for 22 of OCC's 23
years of history, bluntly brought up
the {ople of a property tax rate in-
crease.

“For golng on 23 years, they
(property owners) have been paying
1 mill. We should go after another 2
mills," Anderson began.

“June 8 (the date of (he 1987
school electlon) will be on top of us
like an avalanche. We ought to ex-
plain to the public, In no uncertaln
terms, why we need the moncy and
what we're gonna do with It."

No one else reacted to Anderson's
comments,

But no one disagreed, either.

d he would act
soon because of the explosive indus-
trial growth occurrlng in Qakland
County — “$3 billion is going in
across the road from Auburn Hills
Campus,” he sald, referring to the
technology park.

“We'll have a one-time opportunt-
ty in the'next few years. We need the
maney now, We still kave an enor-
mous unfulfilled population.”

IN OTHER business, OCC ftrus-
tees:

© Purchased 27 microcomputers
from low bidder IBM for $63,162,
some $10,000 below the budgeted es-
timate. A [aculty-administration
committee recommended the IBM
petsonal computer be the college
standard, as it Is in Industry.

e lcard representatlves of
AFSCME Local 2042 complain about
the slow pace of contract negotia-
tlons. Local 2042 represents 208
“classlfled” “personnel ~ secretar-
tes, cashiers, paraprofesslonals, au-

Special ed workshop set

Parents of handleapped children
may attend a free workshop to help
them plan special educatlon for their
chlid.

Sponsared by Citizens Alliance to
Upholg Special Education, it will be
held 7-10 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 16, In

the
Schwartzkoff Elementary School,
8401 Constitution, Sterling Helghts.
Co-sponsrs are Utlea School District

learming research room  of

and Hear for Yau, a parents group,
Register by Oct. 10 by calling Dia-
na Hallificld at 263-9713.
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Daspite economic recovary and the county’s growing tax base,
OCC’s resources per student are falling to keep pace with the

dio-visual

Y

technletans. Their contract expired
July 1,

“We are upset,” sald Sue Insley,

wha works in flnancial alds on the

Orchard Rldge Campus tn Farming-

OCC lists
open events

Coming events at the Highland
Lakes Campus of Oakland Communi-
ty College, 7350 Cooley Loke Road,
Union Lake:

® Oct. 10 — Humorlst Stan Midg-
ley wlil present a 7:30 p.m. travel-
ogue on the Canadlan Rockies, Tlek-
cts are $4. For senfor cltizens and
large group discounts, call OCC at
360-3041,

® Oct. 17 — A {lve-week serlcs on
“Mastering Fun, Frollc and Educa-
tlon” begins at 8 pum, It includes a
winc-tasting evening, a program on
how to throw a party, traveling with
more fun and less anxlety, and how
to survive halldays. Cost for all Is
$30. Register at 360-3041.

® Oct. 28 — Workshop on
“Franchising Opportunitles and/or
Hazards™ at 7 p.am. in the Student
Center, fee $5. It is presenied by the
state attorncy general's Consumer
Protection Division. Call to reglster.

ton Hills. “Staff morale is at an all-
time low. The colege is asking more
work from fewer staff members.
Our pay Is 18 percent less than main-
tenance people. We deserve pay
equlty.
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price Index, according to ihis chart from Chancellor R, Ste-

phen Nichofson.

“We're asked by Dz, Nicholson lo
glve mare. I cannot give more,” she
sald,

# Deviated from Its usual fourth

Thursday mecting date by setting
the next board meeting for Tuesday,
Qct. 21. Meeting time is 8 p.m. In the
109-110 Student Center on the High-
land Lakes Campus, 7350 Cooley
Lake Road, Union Lake.
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Get high interest on this savings certificate
from Standard Federal Bank thanks to our
bonus rate program. Interest is paid and
compounded quarterly and accounts are
insured to at least $100,000.00 by the
Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Cor-
poration (FSLIC), an agency of the U.S.
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You'll like the way we do banking.
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