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By Arlena Funke
speclal writor

HE PAINTINGS of P, Buck-
ley Moss draw the viewer
into a peaceful world filled
with gentle people and

mme animals.

- Moss, a Virginla artist who has

won [nternational acclaim for her

‘paintings of Mennonite people, re-

cently vislted the Frame Works Ghnl-

demure caps, Jong dresses and
aprons, Typically, they are shown in
a rural setting, riding in horse-drawn
buggles, standing in frent of church,
clad in weddlng garb or making
qullts.

Often the backdrop is stark, wind-
swept or snow-covered.

“She has.a strong following here,”
sald Alvin Larson of the Frame
Works, “We've drawn people (cus-

tomers) Iron:l the western suburbs,

. lery In Plymouth to p
»'work and meet with fans,

* “I don't do anything to order,” ex-
plained the 53-year-old artlst, “I
‘have o be insplred. If I'm inspired, I
willdoit”

Moss, who likes to be called Pat,
‘grew up on Staten Island, N.Y. For
the past 20 years, she has lived In the
Shenandoah  Valley of Virginia,
iwhere she became acquainted with
the simpte, deeply rellglous Amish
and Mennonite people who Jive a by-
igone lifestyle,

. "1 WAS ATTRACTED to the Men-
 ‘nonites,” said Moss, who expresses
“her own spiritual bellefs through her
‘art. “1 admire thelr wholesomeness
‘and goodness.”

i The Moss palntings of Mennonlte
3 xthcmu, often In pale green and pur-
iple hues, evoke peace and tranquili-
ty, a haven from the often-frantic
imodern  pace. Moss allows the
Iviewer Insight Into a prlvate, little-
known people.

¢ Mennonlte men are depleted with
ibeards, thelr heads covered by large
sblack hats. Women and girls wear

MOSS ASKS EACH person buylng
a print of paintlng: “Where did you
first sec my works?” She seems gen-
ulnely interested in thelr answers,
and they dlscuss titled paintings as If
they were old friends. A relaxed and
unpretentlous Moss makes sugges-
tions on how the palntings should be
displayed.

Her works are available as water-
colors, origlnal prints (lithographs,
silk screens and etchings) and ofiset
lithographs, Only sclected galleries
carry her pleces. Prices range from
around $20 for a small print, to sev-
cral thousand dollars for an origlnal
watercolor.

Moss also has created collections
of porcelaln cotlector plates and fl-
gurines, One example of her Men-
nonlte theme 18 “Country Road,”
which deplets a Mennonite couple
riding in a horse and buggy. It costs
$375 framed. Another plcce shows a
Mennonite mother with baby stand-
ing in front of a plain, white church,
A large orlginal watercolor, entitled
“Unity of Joy," carries a $15,000
price tag.

“This was a Mennonlte boy dylng
of leukemla,” she explains while
signing her name to & print showing
a youth in a rural, Mennonite sctting.

MOSS ALSO 1S fond of patoting
stately geese and horses, because
they are “symbols of stablllty. Cana-
da geese stay together for life.”

In her porcelaln plates, Moss Is .

challenged by the necessity of devel-
oping harmony and perspective
within a small, rounded space, For
Buckley, the round plate duplicates
an endless circle, symballzing family
and love.

Moss attended Cooper Unlon, a
prestigious art school in New York.
During this time, she transeribed
and |llustrated Thomas Aquinas’
“Hook on Man.”

“1 was o very ideallstic person,”
she sald.

She married and had six children,
Although busy, she always squeezed
in time for her art.

“1 got started the very hard way,"
Moss satd. “I had my famlly and
painted. You llke doing yeur work
and enjoying your family. And as
your famlly grows, you can move
about.”

AFTER MOVING TO Virginla,
Moss began showlng her work at
sidewalk art shows and mall exhib-
its. At that time, her walercolors
sold for around $10 each. After
meeting some Mennonite people
while attending country auctions,
Buckley found a tranquil world to
reproduce on canvas.

‘The Coca-Cola Co., headquartered
in Atlanta, boosted her carcer by
buying several of her paintings. To-
day, the highly successful Moss tra-
vels extenslvely, both in the United
States and abroad, promoting
awareness and culture, She works In
a converted barn studlo In Virginia
and anather studio in Florida, As has

Rolling Mennonite interest gathers Moss fans

ROB REED/stalf photographor
Fans of artist Pat Buckley Moss Ilnud up in front of the Framoworks in Plymouth to meet
her and have her sign their artwork.

been her llfelong hablt, she often “'We feel atl people arc brothers.” British-born  Malcolm Henderson,

naps In the carly cvening, then
palnts through the night and early
morning, R

Moss also has partlelpated [n
charitable work, notably to fight
hunger in Africa. Her print, “Famlly
Love,” she donated to the Mennonite
Central Commlttee Africa Fund. Ac-
cording to a Moss newsletter, sales
from the print have rai more
than $44,000 so far for the fund,

“WE'VE BEEN ASKED by our
government to be on the cultural ex-
change with Russia,” Moss added.

Success has glven Moss the free-
dom to do the kind of work she most
enjoys, but it hos placed heavy de-
mands on her privacy and her high
work standards,

“it’s a very cxcelting blng to do
the things you like best,” she sald.
“Maintalning high standards —
that's the pressure you put on your-
self. You have all the artlstic free-
dom in the world.”

Moss enjoys tourlng, because it
gives her cherlshed,. private
moments with her second hushand

whom she met when he carried her
artwork in hls Washington, D.C., gal-

-lery. Now Henderson is her bustness

manager. .
The three-weck tour, which
brought Moss to Plymouth, also In-
cluded a stop in Saginaw, as well as
peints in Hlinols, Indiana and Mlss-
ourl.
Moss has advice for students and
young people:
I always tell them to do the thing
you Jike best,”” she said. “Go with
what you llke to do. The other part
wilt work itself out.”

Moss also is fond of painting
stately geese and horses
‘symbols
Canada geese

because they are
of stability.
stay together for life.’

— Pat Buckley Moss

The success of an)|

EXCELLENCE

THROUGH PEOPLE

erlain

Chamb

v ns.uons

individe

Y
common godl. CHAMB[RLAN REAL fORS rccognlms and congratulates our top achievers for
8.

their Y

ASSOCIATE BROKER, Mary Kander fs a member of Chamberlain's elte “LIFE PLUS™
Mifion Dotar Chib and has » twenty-year real estate background
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Services, Mary can assist in all areas,

Mary is thin C
25 an Assistant Sales Manager. As a member of the South Qaklard County Boatd of
REALTORS, gham-Bloomfield Board of REALTORS and Melro Multi-Listing

‘s Lathrup Vithge Office

Mary is proud of her.4 children, two are Doctors, one a physical therapist .m a
married daughter. She also hn '3 grandchildren,
Contact Mary for all your real estale needs at Ch.\mlurhm ‘s Lathrup Village Office,

At her sppearance In Plymouth, Pak Buck- §57-6700.
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BEAUTI FuL OLDER HOME ln cowntown Farmingion.
Bultt In 1900, mint condltion, completely rodona Inslkie
and out In noutral tonos. Now kitchen, roof, furnace, eld-
Ing, Polla windowa and much more. $86,500. 477-1111.

UFDATEC @ BEDROOM RANCH haa famity room,
tonced yard, extro storago In garago. Noat and cloan,
Qreal homo for startors or downsizing family, Westloke
Sub. $85,000. 477-1111.

. 4 yoors oid on |ugn Tot. 3 bod-

moms. m ﬂW lnundry. firoplace and 2 cer attachod
8r6Q9. love-In condition. Immedlate occupancy.
$75 000, 477-1111.

COUNTRY FRENCH COLONIAL. Improsstvo rod brick,
Gver 3500 54, H. with all the extras, contral alr, den, 18t
floor laundry, qulot cul-do-sac. Privaio, lerge patlo and
shed. Troed backyard, $104,600, 477-1111,

3 BEDROOM WITH LARGE LOT. Complotely recieco-
ratod and updaiod oldor homo on I country elze ot.
Immecutately cloan, In move-in condltion. Appiiances In-
cluded, Batter than 'ﬂlllnﬁl $62,600, 477-1111.7

COMME RCIAL 353-4-\0

CANITET IR

FOAMER NOVI MODEL. Spaclous ranch aotiors 3 bed-
rooms, 2 boths, family room with fireplace and mord.
Docorated In noutral tones throughout, $118,000, 851-
1900. (PET)

2150 Tuane K150
23110 Tutane, §83.500

FREE* TRAINING
Pro-icense cizsses atarting soon.
Call any offico lfalad betow for

your reservation.

“arrml frateria foe
MICHIGAN SLARST HEAL ESTATE COMPANY [

e
EE‘ITEH THAN NEW, Classlc colonal with charm and
chpractor, decarated In oxcollont tasto. Well dosignad
for private family living aond great entortalning.
$199,000. 8511900, (WIT)

LATHRUP VILLAGE
14225 Corsl Gables, $9:
NORTHVILLE

WEST DLOOMFIELD

8 0828900 . . .
4105 Lakerdos Lo, HO.XQ
14 Lked Orake. 3184900
3700 Orcrard Lk, $494,000
42538, Kook, 323,900 .

UECOMTOR 'S DREAM. 4 Bodmom, 2A bath Contoms
porary two-story foyor, Granl Room with flreplace and
‘wot bar, Deck off master bodroom, Spaclous formal din-
ing and conira)l alr, $218,900, 851-1900. (KIN)

WH! Euxu:n Tolnl tomporary ou
nial backing to commons. Groat Roor th fireplace,
rocossed lights, coramilo f dlorm!u kll)bhnn. Just

- bring your clothes, $199,800, 851-1200, (YOR)

SHARP CONTEMPORARY HOME. Delghitul thros bad-
room, two-slory, with finlshod lower level, Noutral docor,
nawar corpeting and window troatmonts throughout,
hugo famlly room, profassional landscaping. $52,900,
CALL 841-47

IMMACULATE CDI.ONIAL 4 bodrooms, 214 batha, fami-
Iy room with natural firoplace, boautiful kitchen, finlshed
basomont, Sot on approximalely % acre. New shod In
backyard, 2 car atiached gurage with door openor.
Fanced-In yard and much mom 810 500 550-2300

LATHRUP ‘VIyLAGE'SSB‘-éBOd WESTLAND 3262000 FARMINGTON, 477-111

CUSTOM BUILT HANGH. 3 Bodrcoms,
Ished rec room, 2% car garaga with door opanor, Quality
bultt homo. Pride of awnorship. Must sco. $69,000. 559+
2300,

1% baihs,

TMMEDIATE OGCUPANGY. 3 Bodroom brick ranch, 2
full baths, tamily room, recreation room, 2 car attached
garago with door oponor, Take the fiest siop to botter
living. $72,850. 558-2300.

s o
IMMAGULATE 3 bedroom Aanch In Iovoly now sub with
2 full baths. Londod with axiras (nside and out. House
backs up to commons area and smalt pond. Full base-

mont, First floor Jaundry. $

108,000, 348-6430.

3 BEDHDOM Brick custom bullt Ranch. Firoplaco on
both floors, Hugo rooms with lots of bulit-in storago.
Bring your horsos or your hobby, Chicken coop with
efoctric And wator, 13% ncros. $190,000, 348-6430,

CUTE BUNGALOWI! Country Iiving In the Cily. Hord-

floara and coved coling. Wall cared for and nicoly
updatod, New kitchon wnn solld onk cablnots and bay
window. $50,900, 661-




