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Light Opera’s opening weathers the storm

By Mary Jone Doorr
speclal wrlter

The thunderstorm Friday evening
at the Marquis Theatre in Northylile
was not Just a part of the plot of the
favorite opera, “The Barber of Sev-
ille.” It was real. So was the superb
singlng of the Light Opera of Michl.
gan.

Unfortunately, however, the genu-
ine thunder and lightning stage of-
fects and tornado warnings dld keep
a good-slzed audience Krom allend-

bolstered by several out-of-state pro-
ave a 1) d

thoroughly logleal performance, one
that few theaters of the Marquls’
slze would ever mount.

If this production Is golng to be the
standard that artlstic director/
founder Dayld Pulice and conduétor
Felix Resnick arc golng to set for
the company, opera enthuslasts have
a lot Lo look forward to as the pro-
gram unfolds at the Marquis,

For anyone unfamiltar with Ital-
fan or with the humerous plot of

Ing what was a fine
the fledgling opera company, Of lhc
some 400 seats in the historle the-
ater that has hosted such famaus en-
tertalners as Mary Plcklord and
Charlie Chaplin, only 60 were occu-
pimi by braver soul’f who were not
the

y War sup-
porter Beaumarchals and his 1775
play, these singers’ was

review

though the production was sung In
English, this aria wlll always be
known by Its Itallan first line.)
Harris exccuted it with grace, ele-
gance and case. Hees is a Iyrle volee
but there Is great power on top when
she needs to use it, She was the 1986
first-prize winner of the Oratorio So-
ciety of New York Competition, the
Metrapalltnn Opcrn National Coun-
il Audittons in C and the

so clear and the acoustleal proper-
tles of the hall so preclse, the story
was casy to follow.

Because of the excellence of the

weather conditlons and ulllmntely
had the pleasure of witnessing a
well-sung, professionally executed
renditlon of the most Joved operas.

THE NEWLY FORMED opera
company composed of some Michl-
gan Opera Theatre trained singers

none of the singers was
“miked.”" This, In itsell, adds to the
pleasure of the music.

AS ROSINA, former Michlgan res-
Ident Brenda Harris led a cast of
nine evenly matched actor-slugers
with her splendid coleratura vofee,
“Una voce poco fa” Is the arla of ari-
as for a coloratura soprano. (Al

Llederkranz Competition. Her voice

recitatives, except when tenor David
Trolano took over for the rondo from
the “Vain Precaution” sung by
Harris In the second act. Trolana ac-
companled her on the little harpsi-
chord on stage. (This reviewer has
seen Wilkins name spelted with onc
“1,” not with two as It was in this
program.}

THE SUCCESS OF any program
rests with the conductor. Although
Detroit Symphony violinlst Resnlck

training and _masterful
were evident Friday evening.

Conductor Resnlck knows sound
tevels when econducting as he often
demonstrates when he eonduets (he
BirmlIngham-Bloomfleld Symphony
Orchestra, His well-chosen group of
23 Instrumentallsts responded well
to his leadership, never at any time
drowning out the singers.

Ciiff Wilklns, an exccllent accom-
panlst, performed the harpsichord

is primaarily a insir
this show with great careeand dill-
gence.

Dr. Bartolo In this cast was the
guardian of Rosina in more ways
than one since Braden Harris ~ who
sang the role — is in real life Brenda
Harrls” husband.

As Bartolo, he had the acting, facl-
al expresstons, and prissiness of the
role down pat, but hls acting was not
demonsirative enough to be dis-

cerned farther back in the audience.
Since there was a wealth of scats to
choose from, (hls eritic moved to the
front row where Braden Harrls' ex-
presslons were in clear view, A
stronger acting performance |s
needed In this role to carry the show,

Lee E. Snook, asslstant professor
of volee at Southwest Baptist Unl-
versity in Bollvar, Mo, had a solld
volce that carried his part of Figare,
the barber, well. Hls “Largo al facto-
tum"” certainly can be taken at lts
proper pace only in Itallan, but
Snock took it fast enough to slng It
well in English.

Michigan residents Davld T.
Trofano and Clarltha Buggs are two
excellent examples of the talent here
in this arca.

Mezzo-soprane Buggs is a 1984
wlnner of the Leontyne Price Vocal
Competition and a graduate of the
University of Michlgan, The small
part of Berta only allowed a brief
introduction to her quality sound.

Besldes being handsome and lonk-
Ing the part of Count Almaviva, Trl-
ano of Warren sang beautifully. His
lyric voice blended well in the en-

sembles and the quality was mald-
tained throughout the program. As
the opera moved along, his nc(lng
became more expressive.

France J. Bertacel, as Basilo, wus
a little extreme In cumpnr]son to the
others, in his makeup, but this ex-
tremlty in his spirited stage actions
picked up the momentum of the
show and enllvencd the other cast
members. He Is a winner of the
Amerlcan Opera Audluons and a fi-
nalist in this scason’s Rosa Ponsclle
International Vocal Competition,

Dolly Scheibelhut’s costumes wege
bright and functlopal and so were
Davld Reynold’s rotatlng sets,

With the quallty productlon s r
as this available and so accessible,
more people should take ndvantage
of thls oppartunity to hear good mu-
sle performed well — weather or
not.

Mary Jane Doerr is o frce-
lance writer living in the Detroit
area. For the past six years, she
has been a music critic for the
Observer and Eccentric Newspa-
pers. N
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@® VAAL CLASSES the B\llldnrs Assoclation of contemporary styling. ard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, brary of Congress touring exhlbltcf!

Reglstrations are belng accepted
for the fall term of art classes spon-
sored by the Visual Arts Assoclation
of Llvonia (VAAL). For more infor-
mation, call Shirley Ceasar, 421-3207
or Marge Masck, 464-6772,

Classes offered include ofl paint-
Ing, watercolor, acrylics, collograph
printing and photography. Saturday
mornlng classes for students ages 7-
11 are also offered.

VAAL staff members Include
Marge Chellstorp, Ann Dase, Tom
Hale, Jerrine Habsburg, Edee Jop-
pleh, Carol Krenk and Ann Stirm.
‘The photography scctlon Is taught by
Norbert Davert.

© OPEN AUDITIONS

Mldwest Dance Theatre Company
open auditions will be 1:30-3 pm.
Saturday, Oct. 4, at 28841 Plymouth
Road, Livonla. For more [nforma-
tion, call 261-1334. The company
plans several performances of the
“Nuteracker” in arca elementary
schools and preschools,

© SCHUBERT PROGRAM

hubert: Fram Song to Sonata”

will be held at 3:30 p m. Sunday, Oct.
5, tn Kresge Hall at Col-

lcge (n Livonia. Robert Ward, guest
artist and pianlst, tempers perform-
ance with genulne sensitlvity. The
program ls open to the publie. There
is no admisston, For more Informa-
tion, cail §91-5177. The college is at
1-96 and Levan, Livonia.

© DEARBORN SYMPHONY

The Dearborn Orchestral Seclety
announces the opening of the Detrolt
Symphony's 25th season with an an-
niversary showcase, which will be
beld at 8:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 3, In
Edsel Ford High School auditerium
n Dearborn.

Opening the concert will be a pres-
entation of Instrumental solos and
ensembles from the orchestra
hlghlighted by speciat-cffect lighting
and staglng.

Tickets are $7 for adults and $3
for students and may be purchased
at the door. Fer more information,
call 561-5782.

® HOMEARAMA
A multimilllon-dollar cluster of 12

.Pew "Idea” hames by members of

In Livenla
continues through Oct. 12 at Deer
Creck Subdlvision off Elght Mlle, be-
tween Farmington and Ncwburgh
ronds. Admission Is $4. For further
information, call 569-0644. Render-
ings of the homes fcatured In the
event are on display In the Livonla
Mall,

A simitar cvent is under way in
Ann Arbor where the Washtenaw
County Home Bullders Assocation ls
presenting its second annual Show-
case of Homes. This year nine build-
ers have bullt 11 models for public
viewing, ncorporating the latest in
design ideas and quallty construe-
tion. Admlssion is §3, For more in-
formation, call 996-0100,

© PAPER ARTIST

Baker Street Interiors Ltd. in
Livonia wlll present art work by
Randee Goldsmith and Sara Kira in
its Repaissance Room art gallery,
Goldsmith, a paper artist from
Farmington Hills, will show 16 picc-
cs of her artwork. Sara Kira, a pot-
tery arlist from San Franelsco, will

.exhiblt her pottery, \lvhich reflects

@ NAME CHANGE

The Detrait Community Muslc
School has formally changed |ts
name to Center for Creative Studies/
Institute of Musle and Dance.

In announcing the name change,
institute president Steven J. Nelson
sald, “While we are proud of our
roots as Detroit Communlty Music
School, It became obvlous that our
name did not adequately reflect who
we were. We wanted our copstitu-
cnts to understand our affiliation
with the Center for Creative Studies
and we needed to affirm our com-
mitment to outstanding dance in-
struction In addition to our fine mu-
sical programming.”

® PIPE ORGAN CONCERT

Llvonia organist Tony O'Brien will
be featured In a pipe organ concert
at 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 11 sponsored
by the Motor City Theatre Organ So-
clety In the Redford Theater, 17360
Lahser, Detroit.

® '‘DOCTOR FAUSTUS'
“Doctor Faustus,” starring Rlch-

will be shown at Madonra College at
1:30 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m. In
Madonna College's Kresge Hall. The
classic tale, by Christopher Mar-
lowe, tells of a scholar who sells his
soul to the devil. The event is open to
the public and there is no admlisston
charge, Madonna College Is at I.96
and Levan, Livenla,
© ‘WOMEN LOOK AT WOMEN'
"Women Look at Women,” a LI-

DOUBLE FEATURE:

works by Amerlcan women pholo-
graphers of the past century, will bt
the featured show for October in thé
Sarkls Galleries of the Center for
Creatlve Studies-College of Art and
Design, at 245 Kirby In the Unlversl-
ty Cultural Center area,

‘The Sarkis Gallerles arc open to
the public Monday through Friday
from 9 am. to4 pm.

Sharp ranch condo with two bedraoms,
two baths, fireplace, gorage, and ro-
conlty docorated . . . . . . $78,500.
Gront starter or Invesiment home In
Farmington Hil's. Two bedrooms, new-|
or carpoling and paint. . . . $35,500.

[T .

FARMINGTON HILLS

Lovely heick home on 3,79 actes with great reraning potenrial.

A5
FARMINGTON HILLS
Etaborate poal and spa compliment this farge $ bedroom coloial
with 241 baths. famity room, 2 fircplaces, dining room and sttached
2 car gatage. Magnificent yard includes asteo turf puiting green and
inground irampoline. $129,900 {1-263) B$1-2303

ﬁxunv ( LUXURY APARTMENTS

Glen Qaks, The only one of its kind. Quite i
sleply In expressing elegance, qualicy and ‘
peestige; Glen Osks has 6o cqual. |
Glen Oska, An exclusive private
community newled ia 19 nawrally
Tandscaped actes, complimented by & lake,
steeam and poads. Duile to accammBdic
the most discerning eye an:
disceiminating tasic. f sends unrivated.
Nothing was spared or omitted. Like the
heticapier Janding pad and atl grounds
secority - vically Impenctrable 10 the
uninvlied, Yer, withia minutes from your
doarstep, is Twelve Oaks Mall - wi
mote than 130 siares, restaurants, and
sheatees + for your comenience and
enjoyment,
1 you aspire 10 live in an environment
offering the veey best - make your address
len Onks, and seck refuge in this oxsis af
tuury.

43100 Twelve Qaks Crescent,
(Actoss from Twelve Qaks Mall) |
Hours: Sat. & Sun, 11-$ p.m.
ar by appoiniment

851-2303

Includes 3 bedcooms, 1% baths, dining roum, large famity room,
natwral fireplace, centeal aic and 2 car gatage. $225,000 (M-256)
H$1-2303

sy Y
4 llEDROOM HUNTINGTON \\"OODS

Located on 4 extra nice steeet, this family home has a ponsible Sih

hedroom, formal dining eoom, fireplace in living oo, finished

basemeat, newee futnace, 2 car garage, new drivewsy, Beckley

Schools, ¢njoy all of the benefit of living in the "Woods™ for the

affordshle price of $74.900, (T-101) $47-2000

HIGHLAND LAKES LAKEFRONT CONDO
Deavtiful 2 bedroam, 134 bath, fircplace, fanity room. Gorgrous
sceaic views from patio. Great clubhouse, tennis courts, pool. Tited
basement acwly decoraied in ocutrals, Mim condition, woa't tast «
land contract 1ceny, $79.900 (L-413) 340-6727

|
|
!
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PIPRELI

il
R $10,000 I'RICI: REDUCTION
‘This FOUR bedroom ranch is OUTSTANDING IN EVERY WAY
with ils quality design and RAVINE sercing. haland kitchen, tawer
Ievel walk-out gatheriag coom, ceateal aic, 3 full baths, ponsible ln-
taw suite or affice, drcking, attached garage and MORE! $149.900
{C222) 337-670¢

SNGH 3 . .

SOUTHFIELD/EXECUTIVE RANCH
ELEGANT HIOME -+ Raised tanch featuring 3 1o 4 bedronw,
panclled family coom, mathle loors, cemral alr, 2% bath, dining
toom, finished bascment and ausched garage. Amenities include
Intercam, sprinkling system and a gorgeoas sening with Coloradu
blue spruce (rees, $120,900 {LR-236) 3376700

EST B'LbQMFIEib BLOOMFIELD
8_51-2503' e

'ROYALOA
: 547-2000

‘, SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
3576700,

bérlal

REA LTO R s“’

'BIRMINGHAM -
540-6777.
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