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Theaters 100

to lively seasons g

By Cathio Braldenbach
spoclal writer

HE UPCOMING theater
season offers dozens of

comedy and muslcal pro-
ductlons to tickle your fun-
ny bone and set your feet tapping.

To balance the lghter fare, pro-
fessional and communlty theaters in
Qakland County will produce a num-
ber of classle dramas and mystery
intrlgues during the season.

In recent years the divisions be-
tween drama, comedy and muslcals
have blurred, as more and more pro-
ductions Integrate music, serious
drama and comedy Into the same
show, It's not a new idea, Will Shake-
speare was a memorable master of
the technigue, but the results of the
trend make for a theater scason both
rich and llvely.

MEADOW DROOK THEATRE at
Qakland University in Rochester
Hills opens with “Richard IiL"
Shakespeare's tale of the hunche
backed king who reputedly had his
nephews murdered in the Tower of
London. In this powerful drama,
whlch runs Thursday, Oct. 9, to Sun-
day, Nov. 2, Shakespeare created his
most fascinating vlilain.

The Detroit-arca premlere of
“Foxfire,” written by Susan Cooper
and Hume Cronyn and billed as a
folk comedy with musle, will run
Nov. 6-30, Ebencezer Scrooge wiil be
back Dee, 4-28, by popular demand,
in Dlckens' joyous hollday story, “A
Christmas Carol.” Nieadow Brook
begins the New Year with the pas-
sionate conflict of Slclllan fisher-folk
in Tennessee Willlams' moving dra-
ma,;=The Rosa Tattoo,” which runs
Jan: 1-25,

George Feydeau’s hilarlous
French farce, “A Flea In her Ear,”
tells a tale of a wife who suspects
her husband of f{oollng around.
“Flea,” st in Paris at the turn of the
century, runs Jan. 29 te Feb. 22, to
be foilowed by the Detroit-area
premiere of Hugh Whitemare's “A
Pack of Lics.” This engrossing dra-
ma about Russtan esplonage In Brit-
ain centers on a Scotland Yard in-
vestigation.

Woody Allen puts his comic genfus
to work on the subject of romance in
“Play it Agaln, Sam,” which runs
March 26 to Aprli 19. Meadow Brook
will end the scason with the Agatha
Chrlstie thrilter, "Go Back for Mur-
der,” set to run April 23 to May 17.

Cali 337-3300 for tlcket Informa-
tion on Meadow Brook Theatre pro-
ductlons.

THE BIRMINGHAM THEATRE
steps lightly inte Its scason with Bob

Fosse’s exhllarating dance extrava-
ganza, approprintely called “Dan-
cin',” which runs Sept. 30 to Oct. 26.
Nell Simon’s “The Odd Couple” gets
a new twist when Oscar and Felix
become Olive and Fiorence in the
classle comedy to run Nov. 4-30,
“Fiddler on the Roaf” comes to the
Birmlngham Dec. 30 to Jan, 25, with
the incomparable musle of Block
and Harnlck and the warmth of the
unforgettable  farmer/phllosopher,

Tevye.

"The singing and dancing llttle sis-
ters of Hoboken make light o “Nun-
gense” to run Feb. 10 to March 8.
Then “Evita” commands the Bir-
mingham stage March 17 to April
12, The fascinating tale about Argen-
tina's controverslal Evita Peron is
set to music by the composer of
“Cats.* “Little Skop of Harrors,” to
run May 5-31, closes the season on a
funny high note.

For ticket Informatlon about pro-
ductions at the Birmingham Theatre
on Woodward Avenue just south of
Maple Road, call 644-9225.

NANCY GURWIN PRODUC-
TIONS is dolng shows this season at
the Jewlsh Communily Center on
Maple and Drake roads in West
Bloomfleld. Gurwin's first show,
“Fuony GIrl,” in which she plays the
irrepressible entertalner Fanny
Brlee, ran for six performances In
September. She will produce the
moving drama, “The Diary of Anne
Fraek,” which begins Nov. 16, fol-
lowed In March by “Anytblng Goey,”
with Cole Porter's le mu-

stage two matinee

and July, The company will select
four plays from those submltted and

produce them to honor Mlchigan art-

ists.
Call 642-1326 for information

about Actors Alliance’s speclal proj-
ects and thelr theater educatlon pro-

gram at the Internatlonal School,

WILL-O-WAY REPERTORY

THEATRE in its new Birmingham
location on Cole just cast of Eton
opens the scason with the current
production “A Touch of Spriog,” &
comedy In Rome with intemational
romantlc complicatlons. Students in
Will.O-Way's theater classes will

Will-O-Way Repertory Theatre, which had

is back for

Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 of “Juvie,” a one
act about juvenile delinguents in a
pollce bull pen. For the holidays,
Dee, 5 to Jan. 4, Will-0-Way will run
“Something’s Afoat,” the spoof on
Agatha Christle billed as 2 musleal
murder mystery.

For ticket reservations or Infor-
matlon on WII-O-Way's theater arts
classes, call 644-4418.

Jimmy Launce F ' SOM-

in Birmingham, Carl Fishe (let

scheduled for the weckends of Feb,
27 to March 14 and will be followed
by the blockbuster musleal that Lau-
ren Bacall made famous on Broad-
way, “Woman of the Year.” “Wom-
an” runs weckends April 30 to May

16.
For ticket Informatlon, call 739-
4660.

ERSET DINNER THEATRE at
Somerset Mall on W. Big Beaver
Road in Troy opens with “Sguab-

bles,” to run Friday, Oct. 10, to Jan,

17. In this famlly comedy, mayhem

and love hlossom when In-laws, one
of his and one of hers, move In witha
young couple. As part of the dinner

theater package, theatergoers may

choose to dine before the show either
at the Cafe Jardin or at Scbastlan's,

Mall. Call 649-6629

sie.

Call 661-1000 for ticket informa-
tion on Nancy Gurwin's shows at the
Jewlah Community Center.

THE ACTORS ALLIANCE THE-
ATRE COMPANY is pursuing new

ventures thls season including a revl-
val of last year’s successful Christ-
mas production, “Miracle on 34th
Street,” which wlll play at Detrolt's
Orchestra Hall during Thanksgiving
Week Nov. 23-25 In three matinee
performances for student groups.
The limltatlons of Actor Alllance’s
previous home In the gym of the In-
ternational School in fed

th In
for ticket information.

AVON PLAYERS opens its scason
laughing with the Britlsh bedroom
farce, “Move Over Mrs, Markham,”
which plays weekends (hrough Sat-
urday, Oct. 11, at the Avon Play-
house on Rochester Road just off
Tlenken Road In Rochester Hllls. On
the weekends Nov. 7-22, Avon will
stage “Alope Together,” a comedy
about a couple whose grown chitdren
move back §n with them onc by one.

“Nuts,” a drama about a prosiitute
on triat for murder, is (entatively

Bl AM VILLAGE PLAY-
ERS has opened with the comedy-
thrlller, “The Butler Did It," a play
wlthln a play with a twlst at the cnd
to outsmart even accomplished mys-
(cry buffs. “Butler” runs through the
weekend of Frlday-Saturday, Oct. 3-
4, and will be followed by the musi-
cal *Twa by Two,” with music by
Richard Rodgers and Martin Char-
nln. “Two by Two" plays weekends
Nov. 21 to Dec. 6 and teils of the
tribulations of Noah and his family
during the Great Flood.

On Jan. 30-31, Feb. 1, 67, the Bir.
mingham Village Players will stage
Llilllan Hellman's compelling drama,
“The Chitdren's Hour,” at its vintage
playhouse near downiown Birming-
ham. Then Nell Simon lightens the
stage with “The Last of the Red Hot
Lavers,” a comedy about a middle-
aged man who decldes he's overdue
for a romantle fling. The players’
last offering of the season wil be
“Iavitation to a March,” with perfor-
mances May 15-17, 22-23.

arilstlc divector Jefl Nahan to re-
vamp plans for this season and find
larger houses to stage productions.
Other season plans Include reviving
the thought-provoking play, “The
Wamen Here Are No DIffercnt,”
during Women's A Week

prvcEEarE

and sexy

“A deeply romantic...
love storyy.

—Peter Travers, PEOPLE MAGAZINE

»

Mareh 8-15.

Most promising of the theater's
speclal projects Is a Festival of New
Michigan Plays, which Actors Alll-
ance will stage In conjunction with
Michlgan's sesquiceniennial in June

THE
BROADWAY BRUNCH
The All New Troy Hilton

Sunday Brunch Buffet

Al new Snckay Broiulway Brunch
Buffel staering live 1
plano music,
win twa tl
appetizing ¢
canving, ol
nteenatic
ardden, chafing dish sclectlons, leed ¢
sheimp, smoked salmoa snd agels.
endless pastrivs plas much more?

The All New Troy Hilton
Sunday Broadway Brunch
Buffet...You'll come back
for an encore!

Every Sunday
10am-3pm
Adults $12.95 .
Senior Citizens #11.95
Children under 10
$7.95 + tax.

JC

Troy Hilton Inn
1455 Stephenson Highway
Troy, Michigan 48084
1313) 583-9000
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REEZESE

She is the most mysterious, independent,
beautiful,angry pérson he

He s the first man who has ever
gi(l)tten close enough to feel
the heat of her anger...and herlove.
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FARMINGTON PLAYERS opens
its season with “The Dinlog Room,”
a humorous tour de force that com-
ments on WASP llfestyles over a pe-
rlod of more than 50 years, “Dining
Room" whil play weekends from Oct.
24 to Nov. 15, at the Farmington
Players Barn on 12 Mile in Farming-
ton Hills,

“The Octette Bridge Club,” the

tells the

DAN CEAN/s1a! photographer

C.J. Nodus and Robert Dunn perform in the
soason's opener, “A Touch of Spring,” conlin-
uing through Saturday, Oct. 25.

Nov. 14-15, 21-22 at the Knox Audi-

torium of the First Presbyterian
Church of Blrmingham, 1669 W.
Maple, The First Theatre Guild’s se-

Tection for its traditlonal spring chil- .

dren's show wlll be anncunced later
in the scason.

i
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RIDGEDALE PLAYERS' second "

production,
b " wlil run ov.

players’ second p
tale of clght sisters who mect every
wecek for 10 years to play bridge. Be-
neath the light bridge-table chatter
swirl heavler undercurrents In thls
comedy, which runs weekends Jan.
23 1o Feb, 14, “The Good Doctor,” 2
collectton of Chekhov’s tender/com-
Ie storics adapted for the theater by
Nell Simon, will close the Farming:
ton Players scason. “Doctor™ runs
weekends April 24 Lo May 18.

For ticket information, call 626-
5061.

Professor Harold Hill will work
his muslcal persuasions in the
FIRST THEATRE GUILD OF BIR-
MINGHAM productlon of Meredith
Witson’s “The Music Maa” set to run

the mystery thriller
N

14-23 at the Rldgedale Players Play- .

house on Long Lake Road near
Livernois Road in Troy. “Company,”
Stephen  Sondhelm’s Ton§-Award-
winnlng muslcal about a contempo-
rary man weighing the advantages
and dlsadvantages of marriage, s

slated to run weekends Jan. 18 to

Feb. 1. "
Rldgedale Players will present ™

Bernard Slade's “Tribute,” a bit-
tersweet comedy about a falling
vaudevilllan actor's change of life,
March 13-22. Ridgedale plans to
close its season with the hllarious
“You Can't Take It With You,” by
Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman.
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