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Community Upb

By Victoria Day Nollor
speociol welter

Producers Sharon McDonald and
Denise Swope are the duo behind the
Informative latk show, “C y

Rouge River.
films wlll be shown In many local
classrooms as part of the school's
curriculum as well as on cablevision.

Swope and McDonald attracted
the talented 'l'crryl G. Kelley, a na-

pheat.”

With diverse backgrounds yot sim-
jlar thinklng, these women have
blazed a tral) on cablevision that has
brought them natlenal attentlon and
many local awards.

“We laugh because we seriously
live three lives and work 24 hours a
day. I have never worked harder or
enjoyed mysell more in my whole
Ilte,” MeDonald said.

“The phllosophy of Community
Upbeat is to be educatlonal and in-
formative, positive and upbeat, to
motlvate cltizens to become actlvely
(nvelved [n thelr community because
It is only through actlve involvement
that communltics can become a bet-
ter place,” she added.

McDonald and Swope belleve that
television Is a "fantastic medlum” to
initiate social change because it
reaches so many people,

“There are a lot of things that
need (o be changed fn this world.
Community Upbeat differs from an
ordlnary talk show In that we take
social Issues and want to motivate
people to change, spark something in
that person to go out and get In-
volved in their community. Positive
thinking [s behind cverything we do
on the sliow,” McDonald sald.

SOME OF the diverse subjects
handled on “Community Upbeat”
are educatlon, health, art, flnances,
substance abuse prevention and nu-
clear disarmament. The newest un-
dertaking by Swope and McDonald is
the production of 4%-hour-long vi-
deo tapes on the rehabllltation of the

tlonally
and feature film producer to co-pro-
duce the Rouge River project films.

*It's become a larger project than
cleaning up the river It's bringing
people together — all worklng for a
‘common cause, It ean be an example
to other communities [n the natlon
that when they get behind a project,
anything can be achieved,”
McDonald said.

The producers pride themselves
on keeping an open mind for future
shows. “I am olways looking for
things that come up that I think need
to be addressed,” Swope said,

“It's funny becausc for just gelling
into this in the last couple of years,
we find we are right up there with
the major stations en the subjects
that we tackle,” she added. “We did
a month-long special on substance
abuse before’ the president pro-
clalmed drug awareness as a natlon-
al concern. IUs Interesting how one
story seems to lead to another; cv-
erything comes back to us.”

"We carry notebooks with us eve-
rywhere,” McDonald said. “Many
pecple we deal with are unlque and
arc stories themsclves. They don't
have to be a famous personality and
that's the beauty of it.”

McDONALD, an cducator who un-
1i) recently was a science teacher for
Plymouth-Canton Schools, has been
hired by Clarenceville Schools as
cable production speelallst.

“Everythlng  works  together,”
McDonald sald, “even my political
experlence has bencfitted me. My
husband, Jack, Is an Oakland County
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commissloner who has served Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills for 12
ears,

“l have managed his polltical
campalgns. Just recently, 1 was
clected precinet delegate ‘A’ In
Farmington Hills. I attended county
and state representatives conven-
tions representing my netghborhood,
I really practice what I preach.”

On Interviewing, McDonald said,
“Most people think that you just get
up there and talk to somebody, but
intervicwing 13 diftlcult; sometimes
the persen is too talkative and it is
diffleult to break in with questions.

“1 try to keep the interview on
course, There's timing — I had an
Interview with a skidrow bum. I only
had eight minutes to bring out his
dynamic story. There was so much
1otell”

Anyone Interested in the medla is
invited to intern for Community
Upbeat.

“We had three callege girls who
were Interested §n majoring in pub-
Hie relatlons. They worked hard for
us on a volunteer basls 1o gain expe-
ricnce. We taught them how (o use
the camera and how to write press
releases,” Swope said.

“Thelr first story made the Ob-
server and Eccentric. If anyone
wanis to come aboard, we are glad
te have them. For example, we can
always use someone to blcycle the
stories (cabletalk for somecone 10
drive the video tapes to varlous ca-
blevision studlos)."”

WHEN ASKED who In the media

influenced her most, McDonald sald,
“One of the people I interviewed was
Jeanne Findlater, vice presldent and
general manager of WXYZ-TV, I re-
ally admire her beeause of the types
of "programs she presenis on her
channel. I fecl that she really does
show she wants to make Detralt and
its surroundlng communitics a bet-
ter place. We're on the same wave
length."

Swope sald Southwestern Oakland
Cable executive director Lark
Sameucllan is a woman whose “en-
thusiam and knowledge have a way
of making ikings happen. I once
went to her to find out where to pro-
ceed. She was three months ahead of
us In her ideas and they all made
sense. I find Lark Samouellan Inspl-
ratlonal.”

Smiling, Swopc added, “We have a
disaster befere cvery show. October
Is Substance Abuse Awarencss
Month, We weren't sure what we
were going to do on substance abuse;
our time {rame was from noon to 4
pm. We had everything scheduled.
Every 15 minutes a diffcrent guest
was supposed to arrlve. The last
minute, 1 found we only had from 1-3
p.m, We had to cut two hours out and
fit all those people In.”

EACII of these women is mother
of three, the difference being
McDonald’s three arc teenagers and
Swope's preschool and lower ele-
mentary age. It makes for interest-
Ing conversation. It ¢ preciscly
these differences that serve to make
these women a good {eam. Their tal-

. ; TINA-MARIE Shopping Plaza

: 10%-20% OFF ALL MERCHANDISE
with this ad
‘GODDESS TORSO BRAIn
nylon lace with Lycra®
spandex back, Lightly wirod,
fiberfill cups. Great sensuous
appeal. Devastatingly sexy.
e

~cama I far your " |.19297 Sauthtield Rd.
fron discount cord VE0cK N of 12 Me
for futura purchasss, 557-7165

D whte, Biace
3248,.C.0
Iiedo

Farrell's

SPECIALISTS IN
« GIRDLES+ BRASSIERES
« LINGERIE « HOSIERY
+ ORIENTAL DRESSES
» BEADED BLOUSES
« EVENING BAGS

WATER
HEATER

INSTALLATION!
P Sgectal
@ SAVE
R 50
32859
Fiag. $335.61
4t Gallon
NATURAL
GAS
Pl Change-Out
iy Call 532-5648
e for dolaile
0l 31,1988 {
BERGSTROM'S
Quality Professional instaliations
Fully Licensad & Insured

REOFORD FARMINGTON HiLLS
258215 His 208 Orchard LEs AL
532-2160 $53-2225

SNIP A

PROFILE

FROM LIFE

giftl Full figure
sthouette, $19;

Jacobson’s

Silhouette Artist
Sally Newcomb
October 45-18, 10 a.m.-S p.m.
Children's Store, Birmingham
Capture your child’s
profile in a unique
silhouette porirait,
mounted on quality
art paper. Makes a
lovely keepsake or

head, 9.50. For an
appointment, call
644-6900, ext, 324.

We welcomne Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amerlcan Express® Card.

Shop untll 8 p.m. on Monday and Friday

ent and skills mesh; McDenald is a
skilled on-camera Interviewer,
Swope a skilled behind-camera di-
reetor. Their future show plans in-
clude a senlor-cltlzens show,

“They are a forgotten part of our
society and I'd llke to show them In
the many active roles they play. Life
doesn’t end with retlrement,” sald
Swope, whose consclousness has
been ralsed by her recently retlred
parents.

eat taps into social issues

McDonald and Swope rave about
their present sponsors without whose
assistance no show would be possi-
bte, but admit that corporate spon-
sors could help make mere program-
ming dreams come true,

Community Upbeat is aired on
Channel 12 tn Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills and Novl, It Is also broad-
cast tn 50 other citles in this area;
consult your local listings.
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