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~- By Chris McCosky
staff writor

The Hennesscy Engincers® North
Amerlcan Juntor Hockey League
scason opens tomorrew - that loud
sigh of rellel you just heard came
from A.J. Baker.

It has been a long, long struggle

for Baker and all others concerned
with the Juntor A club since Baker
aceepted the head coaching job after
: last season.
“ Talk about having to start from
scratch, First thing Baker had to do
was find a place for his team to play.
The Englneers, the successor (o the
Redford Royals, moved out of the
Rediord Arcna where it had played
for nine years.

Alter an agonlzing search, the En-
gincers were Laken in by the city of
Plymouth and will play (helr games
out of the Plymouth Culturat Center.
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THE ENGINEERS

BRAIN TRUST
Hugh Melvia — Gonorsl Manoger
Larty Pist — Director, Playor Personnal
A.2. Bakor == Head coach
Ken Stelmach — Assi. coach

GOALIES
Daug Brown (Ann Atbor)
Dave Church (Flushing)

DEFENSEMEN
Tom Maddon (Warren)
Mark Harmes ll.ansmqi
Kirk Prioskom {Lesiie)
Todd Tnmommn {Alien Pack)
Chs Kaska (Westland)
Dan Frnalill (Houghlon)
Mark Schalran {Datroit)

FORWARDS
LW — Darrei Satiler (Tranion)
W= J. Jowott

— Scoit Marlewcz (Hoyn!cnk)
— Bryan Keyghet (Horihvine)
— Chia Belnart {Plymouth)
AW ~ Lie! Gustalson (Lansing)
RW — Gary Scolt {Wayna}
AW — Steve Ramberg {Fasmington}
AW = Jell Smith (Lansing)

THE LEAGUE

Tho North Amarican Junior Hockpy Leagu i
1no only Junlor A hockey league in Michigan,
The league is for playets botwoen 1ho ages ot
17 and 20. Toams may koop 1heoe 16-yoar-oids
00 1ha roslar, The league has boen i oxisionce
_ snce 1975, h waa formerly catied the Groat
o Lokes Junior A Hockoy Loagu. It bocamo the
North Ametican Hocksy Laague ln 1984 whon

toams from Butlalo and Chicago
s yoar. tha lagee Teatores the Iotowing
toams: Compuwara {Oak Park), tho Fraser Fal-
cons. the Chicago Palriots and tho Honngssy
Enginars (Plymouth). Toams will also play
9amu3 wilh Miaml Universily, Wost Polnt and a

team of Junior B nfl-stars.

THE PURPOSE

Tho Horlh Amwican Jucior Hockey Loagua
. oxists for 1wo reasons: 1o propare players to
L compete at (ho coliego lovel and 10 provide
- players exposute to bolh cofiego scouts and
HML scouls.

THE ARENA

ho Engincars will play 1hait 17 homo games
Fday nights at Ihe Prymouth Cuftucal Cenlor,
Tocated a1 525 Farmer Road In Plymoulh. Tho
rena, which saats 1,200, fs suporvised b
Chuek Skone and 1he Plymouth Parks and Roc-
teation Department.

HOME DATES
The tolfowing Is a listing of Ibo Nennnuoy
A hockay

Englnears Junloe
dales. The gamas are played nl the Plymo’-!m

Cullura) Conler, Gamo tmois 8:20 p.m.

sports shorts

® COACHES NAMED

Farmington Public School Distriet
athletic director Ron Holland has
fliled the two varsity coaching va-
cancles at Farmington High School.

On Thursday Holland announced
that Robert Kaump will take over as
the boys varsily basketball coach
and Al Beyar will head the boys
wrestling program,

Both have served In the Farmlng-
ton district as asslstant and junlor

. varsity coaches.
: Kaump replaces Richard Roy and
Beyar takes over for Barry Walsh.

® SKI COACH SOUGHT

anlngwn Hills Mercy Is looking

. lor a coach for Its varsity ski-racing

% team. Any interested should call ath-

{ letic director Eflen Sekerak between

9 a;m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays at 476-
“28.

8.

Secondly, the club lost its financlal
backing. Hennessey Englneerlng,
who had put up close to $38,000 to
run the club last year, backed out
last June.

Baker set out, virtually alone, to
fInd a sponsor. He's stlll searching.

Meanwhile, the Engineers Hockey

lub, in effect, has gone Into
recelvership. The North American
Junior Hockey League will allow the
team to play this season, If no spon-
sorshlp is gained, it could be the En-
glneers' final scason.

BUT THAT Is in the background
for now. Baker's attentions, at last,
focus on the ice. And happlly, what
Baker has on the ice Is far more en-
couraglng than the ¢lub’s financial
ledgers.

The Plymouth-Canten community
should have itself an excitlng Junior
A hockey team.
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“I'm very opllmislh: about this
team,” said Baker, who helped coach
the team to a second-place finlsh last
year In the four-team NAJHL. “We
have two outstandlng goalles and
wlth some work, (he defense witl be
strong. Our team speed is good
We're not big up front, by any
means. But our defensemen make up
for that,”

Baker has brought together a solid
mixture of experlence and youth, He
has six players back from last year,
plus cight high school-aged draftees.

“Hockey Weekly Magazine made a
big deal about the fact that we draft®
cd a ot of high school players,™
Baker sald, “They were comparing
Midget AAA hockey to high school
hockey in Mlchigan. They feel that
Midget AAA s head and shoulders
above high school.

“I disagree. If you put the top-
noich high schoo) players together,

they would have no problems com-
peting with the Midgets, The trick is
kriowing where to find the top-noteh
high school players.”

Baker ought to know. He organlzes
the annual All-Stater Hlgh School
Hockey Classic and keeps very close
tahs on the hlgh school talent.

“A LOT OF the playcrs we drafted
ended up golng to college or are
playing In Canada,” Boker said. “But
many players that had fallen
through the cracks, the unknown
quantlties, ended up in our camp.
Those players, even though they
weren't drafted, will benefit our
team and the league,”

If a team’s strength can be deter-
mined this carly, the Engincers
might be tough to score on. Goalies
Dave Church, who played lust sca-
son, and Doug Brown from Ann Ar-
bor Huron are expected to be among

the league's toughest.

On defense, Baker has Tom Mad-
den, Mark larmes and Kirk
Prleskorn back {rom last year — all
three- are physical and aggressive
players, Todd Tamburlno (Allen
Park Cabrini senfor) and Chrls
Kaske (Westland) are also expected
to play key roles along the blue line.

Baker's blggest concern s
whether the team will score goals.
He Is banking on the cxperlence of
Darrell Sattler (Trenton), Larry Pi-
Jut (Detrolt), Steve Ramberg (Farm-
Ington) and Lief Gustafson {Lansing).

“These are take charge guys and [
hope they wlil be able to provide
some leadership for our younger
players,” Baker said. “Gustafson
could be a big plus for us. He played
on our fourth line last year, but he's
worked very hard over the summer.
He has a great shot and he's very n-
telligent on the lee.”

Junlor A team takes ice in Plymouth

BUT IF THE Englneers are golng
to take charge Jn the NAJHL this
seasen, they will have to get produe.
tion from their youth. And the lead-
ers of that pack are Observerjand
products J, Jewelt (Southficld), Erle
Kapclanski (Canton and Catholic
Central High School), Sean Skinner
{Livonin) and Chrls Belhart (Plym.
outh).

“These guys can play, but It's a
pretty big adjustment comling into
Junlor A,” Baker said. “It may lakc a
few games for these guys (o get their
fect wet.”

‘The Engineers open thelr 40-game
scason this weckend n Chicago with
a three-game serles against the Chl-
cago Patrlats, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, ’I‘helr first home game |s
Friday, Oct. 17 agalnst defending
champion Fraser “Falcons, Game
time s 8:20 p.m.

STAINLESS
STEEL SINKS

Double Bowl
+#599158

2995 f‘

I

BLUE RIDGE
(Med. or Dark}

829

* BROOKSIDE
LAKELAND
NORTHSHORE

§ PEERLESS,
B DI/POSERGS

PAINT

"°W30 % OFF

6 FT. HORIZON
STARTER KITCHEN

A % OFF

6 FT. MEADOWBROOK
STARTER KITCHEN

GUARDIAN INTERIOR FLAT
LATEX WALL PAINT

GUARDIAN

1AL waas pant
[~

GUARDIAN EXTERIOR FLAT
LATEX HOUSE PAINT

RDIAN

CAULKING

Hed Oevil
Buy Litetime Hi-tech

Caulk with silicone
in the new
Val-U-Pak and get
two 10.3 fi. oz.
| tubes for the price
of one. White or
clear.
Reg. $2.99 each \"

37995 479°5

STARTER KITCHENS INCLUDE:two 18x30 wall cabinets,
one valance, two 18" base cabinets & one 36" sink
base cabinot.

COUNTER TOPS

Select from a beautiful array of
designer patterns and colors

in siock.499 LIN. FT. ll

2'x4"

CHAPERONE

209

9 DESERT SAND [

349

2'x4’
ROCKCASTLE

DOOR—IT—YOURSELF' ™

Ready to finish Solid Oak
Cabinet Doors
Great for: Kitchens, Bars, Book-
cases, Stereo Cabinets & More! F

79 |

Qak drawer fronts & matching Peel-n- Stick -
Oak Veneer also available.

":9;- :

From as
fow as

Guaranteed for as long as
you own your home!

32" or 36" Crossbuck
32" or 36" Traditional
36" Full View (Sgl. Glz.)

] GO0
19800

ORGANIC ASPHALT SHINGLES
CertainleedHl -~ 20 Year Ltd. Warranty

99 - 3 Tab, Self sealing )

- 4 Popular colors
BDL.
$23.97 sQ.

Not stocked at all locations.

CertairifeedH Glassguard
Asphalt Shingles

- 20 Year Ltd. Warranty
- U.L. Class "A" fire rating
= 7 Popular colors

45 BDL. $19.35 Saq.

GLASSGUARD Is an Asphalt
Shingle with a high-tech glass

mat.
WE GUARANTEE THE BEST PRICE IN
TOWN ON FIBERGLASS ASPHALT
SHINGLES - ASK FOR DETAILS.

329

2x4’'s

FALL CLEAN UP!E

30° Bamboo Rake

29%...

Ruund Point Shovel

+597880

Lawn & Leal Bags

BRIGHTON 525 MAIN ST,
FENTON 14375 TORREY RD.
LINCOLN PARK 2255 FORT ST,
MIDLAND 802 ASHMAN

MT. CLEMENS 5S. GROESBECK
OWOsS0O 1318 £, MAIN ST.
REDFORD 12234 INKSTER RD,
SOUTHFIELD 22800 W. 8 MILE
Unica 48078 VAN DYKE
7374 HIGHLAND RD.

227981

\

PEN:
8 AM BPM,
8 AMSPM,
WAMAPM,

MON.+FRI.
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

WATERFORD

YPSILANTI 626 N. HURON

SOME [TEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABIE' AT AlL
LOCATIONS. ALL ITEMS CASH & CARRY. NO SALES
TO DEALERS.

2
WELCOME

Cash&Carry
Prices Good Thtu
Oclober 5, 1988

BINE]

CASHWAY




