Atty. generalshouidiead drugfight—Cleland

By Rich Porlborg
stalt wrltor

Robert Cleland says he can defeat
longtime state Attorncy General
Frank Kelley In November. That's
the casy pari.

Onee clected, the St. Clalr County
prosecuting attorncy says that, given
the passage of two laws, he can rid
the state of drug dealers in five

years,

Kelley's camp says that claim is
“Bunk" and suggests Cleland may be
running for the wrong office.

CLELAND, 39, was the second
choice of gubernatorial candldate
Willlam Lucas to [fill the attorney
general’s slot for the

interview Friday. "You can't score
points against erime without an of-
0

fense,
Cleland's offense Is a six-point

entreprencurs will simply make the
buisdlnus declslon to vacate,” Cleland
sald.

“Law enforcement — particularly

plan that Includes sen-
tencing, a revamplng of the Insanlty
defense and shifting the attorney
general's stalf to provide morc em-
phasls on crime fIghting.

‘The backbone of the plan is his
idea that a revamped attorney gen-
eral's office — with himself in
charge — can rld the state of drug
dealers In five years.

To do that, he satd, the Legislature
must pass two laws: onc o allow
closely monltored wiretapping to
calch drug “king plns" and one that
would allow the state to seize nearly

ticked. First cholce was state Sen.
Alan Cropscy, whose conscrvative
reputatlon cost him a spot on the
ballot even before Lucas made his
announcement.

Cleland, clected without opposl-
tion as county prosecutor in 1980 and
1984, vows he Is not a sacriflcial
lamb in facing Kelley, the Demo-
cratle attorney general for a quarter
of a century and winner in 1962 of a
fierce battle with a_much better
known prosccutor, L. Brooks Patter-
son of Gakland County.

Patterson, sald Cleland, would
have won four years ago if his ener-
gy and finances hadn’t been dralned
by a falled primary run for gover-
nor.

CLELAND SAID Kelley has to
take a leadership role against crime

as the state’s chief law enforcement |

officer.

“He's been coaching this team for
25 years, and all he has come up
with is a defense,” sail Cleland In an

all assets of engaged In
Iticit drug trade.

“WE WILL introduce risk and
make It 50 expenslve to do drug busl-
ness in this state that the criminal

drug , with the organlzed
crime Implications (hat has — will
be the priority of my office as attor-
ney general,” said Cleland, adding
that Keilcy couldn't buy a cup of cof-
{ee if he had “a nickel for every or-
gnnlzgd crime thug he's put behind
ars.

Kelley was In Dallas Friday and
could not be reached for comment,
but his press secretary, Dan Loepp,
sald Cleland’s re

ney gencral's staff in the country.”
Loapp sald Kelley successfully de-
fended Gov. James Blanchard's re-
{fusal to release prisoners from over-
crowded prisons, thereby forcing the
Leglslature to fund the nation’s most
extenslve prison-building project.
Locpp sald Cleland was “onc-di-
menslonal” and won't concede that
by statute the attorney general has
many non-crimjnal duties such as
representing 166 state agencles and
defending the state against 11,000
actlve lawsuits,
Kelley's staff has

wel
“pure bunk and electlon-time rhetor-
ke

LOEPP SAID 26 percent of Kel-
ley’s attorney general staff is “dea)-
ing with law enforcement 1ssues and
with crime on a day-to-day basls,
which is more than any other attor-

successfully fnvestigated nursing
home abuses and welfare fraud,
Locpp sald.

Locpp dismissed Cleland’s elalm
that Kclley has not vigorously pur-
sued the passage of a state wiretap-
ping law despite supporting the blll
last year, “This Is not a pollce state,”
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he sald, adding it Is up the leglsla-
ture to cnact the law. “Maybe he
(Cleland) should be running for the
Legislature.”

CLELAND, A St. Clair County na-
tlve whose father also was county
prosecutor, sajd he handles clvll is-
sues through hls office and Is capa-
ble of uniting law enforcement cf-
forts across Michlgan.

He said he would be willing to use
the muscle of the attorney general’s
ofilee to force the wiretapplng bill
Into law.

He says he will be elected if he
can get his qualificatlons in front of
voters.

Loepp sald Kelley takes all clee-
tions serlously and feels voters will
think of him as a reliable famlly at-
torney who ghoutd be retalned. “Ultl-
mately, the pdople wlil decide, and
we fecl very comfortable with that.”

Robert Cleland
GOP nomince

The Investment Store

Our clothes are an investment by
you for years to come.

Quiality and Style! That's Us!

737-0022
6215 Orchard Lake Rd.

« Y% mile north of Maple » West Bloomfield

“On the rising sun side of the street.”
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Gorman’s professionat designers will be happy to help
yau cooardinate a look that suits you. Hurry to Gorman’s
NHFA sale and make oft with a special price on quality.

Now through October 121h.

Take advantage of us with huge savings on the fop quality furnishings
Gorman's is known lar. During the NHFA's billion dollar sale, we're
practically giving furnifure away.

Selig sota and loveseat with
Chartes of London arm. Beige on beige
textured fabric in stock, Special order
fabrics available at same price.
REGULAR: 51,888

Telegraph at 12 Mile
Phane: 353.9880

Troy

W. Bip Beaver at Crooks
Phone: §49-2070

Falrlano

260 Town Center Drive
Across trom Fairlane Mail
Dearborn ¢ Phone: 336-0340

* 10 10 50% savings storewide.

+ Selected Drexel sotas...from $699.

« Drexel Heritage hrdrooms, dining rooms & occilsional tables...25% off.

« Impoarted Italian Lenther sotas, sectionals & chairs...25% to 30%.

« Heritage upholstery...25% of. .

« Selected Henredon upholstery...33% ofl,

« Selected Henredon living room, dining raom & occasional tables...33% oif.

NOW:S999

Brass and glass octagon tabte with four
upholstered chairs. Table measures 53

and glass is 5/8" thick. Special order fabrics
available at same price.

REGULAR; $1,995 All stores open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friay il 9;

Troy and Fairlane open Sunday 12:00 to 5:30
Bedrooms on display at Troy and Fairlane

NOW $899
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