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By Joanno Maliszoweki
stall writer

ture with a Far area
connection, send a ote to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
‘River, Farmington 48024,

AWARDS night.

John Wells was named
Firefighter of the Year
- Tuesday at the Farmington
1illls Fire Depariment’s sccond

annual recognlition night.
A two-year member at
Station 3'In the Middlcbelt-
Grand Rlver area, Wells was
“honored for his “service to the
community and to the fire
- department,” Flre Chlef
Richard Marlnuccl sald,

" Marlnucel sald Wells s “a
workhorse at a fire scene” and
“well regarded for his work
with the sick and Injured.”

Wells many times has
appeated as Sparky the Fire
Dog at fire safety assemblles in
local elementarles.

Fircfighter Michael Garr,
who coordinates publle
educatlon programs, recelved a
- department cltation for his
*fire safety education cfforts
that resulted In saving the life
" of Ray Rudskl, age 6, who
recalied your Instructlons for
the technlque of stop, drop and
roll.”

ROAD work.

Farmingten Hills City
Counell has award a contract to
Noble's 8 Mile Supply Co. for
$27,500 to bulld a field-stone
retalning wall along 13 Mile,
between Drake and Halsted,

“A tremendous amount of
care and planning was devoted
to maintaining the exlsting
.vegetation and natural terrain
for this section of roadway,”
City Manager William Costick
said

In other actlon, the councll
authorized the city manager to
negoliale with landscape
conteactors an amount up lo
-$8,000 to provide necessary falt
tree planting along the
rroadway. The staff was
‘authorized to prepare tree

planting contracts and tree
work contracts to be bid In
spring.

The clty hopes to have the
stretch named a natural beauty
road.

ALUMNI, take note.

Clarenceville alumnl who want
to get in on the sesquicentennlal
fun planned by the 149-ycar-old
distrlet should contact the school
immedlately.

Don't wait too long or the
district can't assure that district
mailing 1ists include your name
_and address or those of friends

and relatives, Call the
" superintendent's office: 473-8905.

v

- FOOTNOTES: One year
"ago this week — Increased
insurance costs and lack of

* complete coverage have forced
Jmany cltles, including

-Farmington and Farmington
“Hlils, to foin munlelpal
Insurance pools.

; Both Farmington and
'Farmington Hills are insured
through the Michigan

. Municipal Risk Mapagement
.Authority, in which

| governmental unlts band

- together to provide sell-
Insurance,

It’s offictal,

The former Council of Homeown-
ers Association is back in business
sporting a new name, revised bylaws
and a new group of resldents teading
the way.

The decislon to revive the former

Springbrock Homeowners Associa-
tlon member,

The council's next mecting s
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Tucsday,
Nov. 18, at the Farmington Commu-
nity Librarv, 32737 12 Mile, Farm-
Ington Hills. :

Springbrook assoclation direciors
have spearheaded the former coun-
cil revival effort by sponsoring

homeowners councll — an
organization that represented the
city's ncighborhoods — was made
recently by Farmingten Hills subdi-
vislon assoclation represcntatives,
who have been meeting regularly
since June.

“We are getting a letter out to the
80 associations we recognize (those
registered with the city) to advlse
them that the organizatlon has been
reactivated,” sald Jack Joynt,

ems
talk
taxes

By Cozoy Hona
stalt wrlier

A sampling of 150 constituent’s
{axes shawed that “most people will
see a deerease under the néw federal
tax law, a representative from US.
ald  Riegle's olfice said

“Everyone believes they are part
of the 20 percent that will get an In-
crease,” said Vondie Moare, reglonat
representative for Riegle. “T tell
people not to operate on ihe basis of
assumptions. There will be a 6 per-
cent decreasc to the average taxpay-
P

Moore spoke to a reom (ull of
Farmingten Democratic Club mem-
bers Thursday at the Botsford Inn in

nd jn g other neigh-
borhood representatives,

‘The declslon to attempt the coun-
cil's revival came after Joynt and
other residents began realizing most
of the city's neighhorhoods share
common problems with roads, drain-
age, inadequate sewers and zonlng.

THE TASKS and purposes of the
new Council of Homeowners Associ-
ations of Farmington Hills are de-
tailed in revised bylaws, which are
expected to be formally adopted at
an annual membership meeting in
January.

The new counell will “foster, pro-

tect and promote the orderly growth,
improvement and development™ of
the city In accordance with the wish-
¢s of the organization and “ihose
plannlng concepts most beneficial to
its homcowners,” accerding to by-
laws, «
‘The organizatlon also Intends to
foster Improved communications
and cooperation between the city's
homeowners associatlons. That will
be accomplished by distributing in
formation “of an advisory and edu-
cational nature.”

Another council responsibility in-
cludes serving as an advisory group
to city departments on issues —
drainage, reads, taxes -~ that con-
cern the organization.

The council will also asslst subdi-
vislons in forming and organizing
homeowners associations.

In an effort to avold prablems,
particularly overly political involve-
ment — the type {hat helped lead to
the former councll’s demise — the
bylaws prohlbit the new council
from political activitics.

ENDORSING CANDIDATES, for
example, would be prohibited. But
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Farmington Hills firefighter Mike Gare and
burn victim Ray Rudski teach Gill tary
. youngsters tire safety tips Friday morning.

RANDY BURST/alall photographor **

Garr is visiting local clementary schools and

day care {

Y o

as part of Fire Prevention

Week, which began yesterday.
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Directing funerals more than a job

R

For Bob Rock, funeral

By Casey Hane
stalf writer

Many view the buslness of death
as one of sorraw — Bob Rock sees
his functlon as giving support (o the
iving.

His professlon stays with him 24
hours a day.

“It's not a job, it's a lile you .-
cept,” sald the 32-year-old co-owner
of Thayer-Rack Funcral Home on
Grand Rlver in Farmington. “No
matter what you're doing, you have

RANDY BORST/atalt photographer

requires a d.

to stop and make time for people.”
At times, it's difficult to dlscuss

death with friends, he said, “Indi-

rectly, you probably know half the

cople,

His interest In the mortuary trade
blossomed at an carly age, when he
came o live with Howard and Joyce
Thayer at the funcral home when he
was 17,

“The way Mr. Thayer had dedleat-
cd himself to taking care of people’s
needs . . . I llked what they were
doing here,” the Farmington Hills
resident said.

IS LIFE with the Thayers gave

Rock the diseipline he needed during;
his turbulent teenage vears when he
sought some sort of stability, he said.

At the age of 12, he and his brother
and sister were sent o live with
thelr father and  slepmothier in
Farmington because their mother
had an alcahol problem, Life wilk his
natural family did not work out and,
thraugh fate, he was brought inta the
‘Thayers' lives.

“Howard and I had & chemistry.”
Rock sald. “The Thayers were my
family — they were my guardians.

Please turn to Page 2

what’s inside

Around Farmington . . 4B
Classltieds, Sections C,D
Crossword puzzle . . .2C
Entertalnment . . . . .78
Ontheagenda. . . . .

Pollce/fire calls . . . .

Shopplng Cart . .
Shorttakes . . .
Sports. . . ...
Suburban life .

Newo line . . . .477-5450
Sportsline . . .581.2300
Home dellvery. .591-0500
Closaified line. .591-0800

e
CLASSIFIEDS

Classitied makos good
dollars and sense. Get the
most for your money-buy
or sell classliiod.

591-0900

Use Your MasierC




