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Flims scem to in related

groupa. Several weeks ago this col-
umn discussed “She’s Gotta Have It*
and “Good to Go,” “Round Mldnlght*
opens Friday, Oct. 17, Those lhree
films' (all R) are about blacks and,
what I3 most unusual, from the black

% Dan

S.eriou;s themes, ‘Dancin”-moves along
powerful films

after a slow beginning

Performances of the musical
“Dancin™ continue through Sun-
day, Oct. 26 at the Birmingham
Theatre. For ticket information,
call the box office, 644-3533.

Bob Fosse’s “Dancln™ was
concelved as a showcase for the dy-
namism of the Broad

Barbar

. Michals

a

dancer.
The tourlng l::nmpm: y cu;rhcnuy ploy-
catre does

perspective.
Last week 1’ in the
highest terms, “Children of & Lesser

God” (R}, a8 the movle of the year. It
i3 about hearing Impalrment and the
borriers to human communication
that deafness causes. This week
there are two more “impairment®
fllms worth discussing: *The Boy
Who Could Fly (PG), about an autis.
tle chitd, and "Night Mother™ (PG-
13) about a sulcidal eplleptic.

It is remarkable, indeed, how
much emotional eorichment and
good entertainmment those subjects
con provide.

*“The Boy Who Could Fly" (PG) bas
been playing successfully at a pum-
ber of theaters since Friday, Sept.

28,
Charlene Michaelson (Bonnie

{Lucy Deakins), and son, Louts (Fred
Savage), move fnto a new neighbor-
hood after father Michaelson
{Dwight Koss) commlts sulcide when
he learns he has cancer, The Micha.
clsons ave grief-stricken as they try
to rebuild thelr lves.

NEXT DOOR lives alcoholic Hugo

(Fred Gwynne) and his autistic neph-
ew, Eric (Juy Underwood), who
thinks he can fly. He's often on the
roof or In his second-story window
practicing and looking ready to take
off. He's been that way ever since his
parents were killed In an alrplane

crash,

The psychological stimulus for
such nutlstic behavior, and the credi-
bility of the film, 15 questionable.
Perhaps the seript was written by
Walt Disney and Sigmund Freud, an
unllkely team,

There are good performances by
all three principals in the Michael-
son family, and Fred Gwynne, the
drunken uncle, 1s excellent, as is Col-
leen Dewhurst, the high school Eng-
lish teacher, Mrs, Sherman, who
takes an Interest in Eric.

But the bright and cheery, never-
say-dle attltude of the production
and the unreasonable premise of the
seript make it hard to believe that
the boy can fly. It is doubtful the lo-
cal government would permit an al-
coholle to have custody of an autistic
child — and revoke that custody
from time to time, usually when the
plot necds to shift gears.

In spite of its unrlcnlfstIc handling

Bedelia) and her daughter, Milly .

#iGreenberg
Bl own {lnal arrangements, carefully
organizing her mother’s candy, pills,

shopping lists and all the other mun-
dane detalls of an empty lfe.

One of the flim's cnlgmas Is
whether Thelma will miss Jessic be-
cause Jessle provides for every de-
tall of Thelma's life, because Thel-
ma feels great gullt for her part in
Jessic's unhappy lUfe, because Thel-
ma fears she will be lonely when
Jessle commits suletde, or for all
these reasons.

The fiim ends as 1t began, with a
series of stlll views of the Cates’
house. There s a sense of symmetry
. and rightness, One Is left with the

1 - {eeling that the carth will ablde and
Sissy Spacek is Jossie, humanity will centinue.
woman bent on suicldo.

If “Night Mother” does not pro-
riage and her husband’s withdrawn® vide that consolatlon, It still affers
manner — are described painfully two magnificent performances, well

and in great detatl, Jesste makes her  worth the depression they induce.
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of serious p: p
the fllm i3 good-spirited and enter-
talning. Perhaps in the antiseptic
Disney world of this film, the boy re-
ally can fiy. We all need that kind of

ope.

“NIGHT MOTHER" I3 much more
realistic and an acting tour de force
by two of contemporary film's lead-
ing actresses, Slssy Spacek and Ann
Bancroft. Because their performanc-
s are excellent, the film rises above
its incredibly depressing portrayal
of two tortured women, Spacek is
Jessie Cates, Thelma Cates’ (Ban-
croft) divoreed, epileptic daughter,
who announces, as the film opens,
(hat she is golng to commit sujcide
that evening.

For 86 minutes Thelma pleads, ca-
joles, questions and demands that
her daughter explain her decisfon —
and change Jt. With equal fervor,
Jessie obsessively makes her flnal
alrrangemcnls and explalns her decl-
slon,

Among the flim's many remavk-
able qualities is its cast, numbering
only seven, five of whom have bricS
roles on the front lawn, seen from
inside the Cates' house. Almost the
entire film Is Interior conlmnmq?n,

and p )
played between Spacck and Bancrolt
inside the house,

“Night Mother” is a very theatri-
cal film, with the tight, enclosed
quality one often feels in highly emo-
tional’ dramas on the legitimate
stage when auperior performances
project a palpable tension through-
out the avdlence.

The mation plcture's normal sense
of wide-open vistas and fts feeling of
space are absent. The tight shots and
restricted, Interlor aveas in which
the actresses move emphasize the
narrow dimensions of thelr lives,
ly their logleal

Ly psy

JESSE'S EPILEPSY and the prob-
lems her selyures caused — to say
nothing of Thelma’s unhappy mar

Ing at the

reach some cnergetic burats of raz-
zle-dazzle but it takes a while to get
there.

To prepare the audlence for this
completely plotiesa musical, the pro-
logue states too much viewing of
sentimental musical-comedy plots
can be detrimental to ono’s health.

The same can be sald of watching
dance numbers that are splritless
shuffling — “Recollectlons of an Old
Dancer™ - or themeless — *Three
in Onc". Nor does the viewer beneflt
from locallzed jokes that aren't fun-
ny — “So my glrlfriend teft me and
ran off to live with Coleman Young”
— or bungled lighting cues.

This latter problem pervaded Act

that give touring companies 2 bad
name and lay a patina of amateur
ishness on some highly talented
dancers.

THERE'S PLENYY of frepetic en-
ergy when tho cast cuts loose in the
two mlddle sections of “Percussion™
and the Benny Goodman “Sing, Sing,
Sing® number, Fine casemble work
makes the slower-paced *Dancin’
Man" work, The sheer originality of
“Fourteen Feet® Is winning, Nalling
the dancers’ shoes to the floor
highlights the Fosse trademark of
letting the hips, shoulders and hands
doftall,

The 17-member cast rotates roles

ly at cacl
because of the extreme physical de-

mands of an all-dancing show. De-
splte the opening announcement of
cast changes, it is still very difflcilt
ta be sure which dancer is which,

Jim Cortl is an obvious standout
with a strong stage presence.

Each of the others gets an oppore
tunity to shine at some point. Impro-
visations at the curtain call bring
some of the most dazzling virtuosity.
While it Is still difficult to catch indl-
vidual names as the dancers are in-
troduced, the audience responds to
thelr individual personalities.

In Gail Benedict's recrcatlon of -
Bob Fosse’s chorcography, some
numbers have lost pizzazz but plenty
remalns to please those who appreci-
ate the sheer beauty of body move-
ment.
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Qom Paf! if’s
OKTOBERFEST!

Oktoberfest is our celebration of
the harvest season. Enjoy . . .

® A bountiful Bavarian Buffet with
all the pative dishes you'll love,

® A tasting cart with an impressive
selection of Auslese wines from
the Rhine and Moselle regions.

® Hearty Rhineland beers and ales.

® And, to get you In the spirit, enter-
talnment by the Happy German Wanderers.
* Door prizes. tool

Tuesdays 6 to 10 p.m. throughout October
10.95 per person - 9.95 senior citizens
* 795 children 4 t0 12

Qom Paf pant
WickerWoRKS

Crooks at 1-75 « 879-2100

Dinners starting
from’

2N

Now Thru October 31

$7(395

WHEREIN WE GO WILD ABOUT MAINE LOBSTER
AND TAME ABOUT PRICING

LosSTER KAROB
Served with rice pilaf

CHARGRILLE

potatoes and fresl

TAILS Sersed with roasted

1 LOBSTER

b vegelables

LOBSTER

STEAK & CHARGRILLED

Served with niasied potitoes

. LARRY Senved
fresh vepetables

BAKED STUFFED LOBSTER

and

with rice pila

LoBsTER CREOLE
Served with rice pilal

LossTER FET

Served with Bamenuade pasta noodies

TUCINE VERDE

JC

ONE POUND Livie MAINE LOBSTER
Served with rasted potatoes and fresh segetables.

Qruudks Muer's

Meriwether's

25485 Telegraph Rd., Southficld

358-1950

Diggers

30555 Grand River, Farmington
478-28




