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Adoptlon wasn't really necessary be-
cause our feclings were the same.

“1 guess we both needed cach
other,” he added.

His family has since grown. He
marrled nine years ago and the
Rocks now have two daughters.

He molded his childhood problems
Into an asset. “It has added a lot of
steength to our marrlage,” he said.
The 1971 Farmington High School
graduate s “qulte content” with a
famlly life he terms “quite reward-
ing.”

IN RECENT years, he inltlated

‘It's not a job, it's a life
you accept.’
~— Bob Rock

knowing what to do — to ecase the
burden.

“Each family is different and
thelr needs are different. Knowing
when (o be there and when not to —
that's the hardest part.”

verslty's School of Mortuary Sclence
for tive ycars, working full-time at
the funcral home untll the Thayers
offered him a full partnership to the
famlly business in May of 1976. He
also attended the former Alameda
Elementary and Farmington Junior
High,

Working through family troubles
in hls early years has brought Rock a
sensltivity to hls profession — which
involves mostly working with fami-

ROCK ENCOURAGES famillles to
bring their children to funcrals, but
only if they're prepared. He took his
6-year-old daughter, Melanie, (o
Howard Thaycr's funcral when she
was 2. He cxplalned the death of her
adopted grandfather to her as best
he could, using a speclal ¢hlld’s book
that the funcral home now offers to
its cllents.

“There are times when people
come into this office whea they've

many actlve years with the Jaycees
when the local chapter was khown
for its many earncd awards,

He currently scrves on boards for
the Farmington Area YMCA and the
Huron River Hunter and Fishing
Club. He is on the malntenance com-

Through death he helps the living

mittee of the 350-home Independ- and a collection of serimshaw — thi
ence Commons subdlvision assocla-
tion. He is also active in the Michl-
gan Funeral Directors Assoclatlon,
Woven into Rock's life Is a varicty
of actlvity that Includes travel,
winter skiing

.

art of etching into whale teeth that?
he discovered while on a trip to Har

wail.

He enjoys gardening, taking care”
of the gardens bath at home and'at

wor!

tles with hls natural mother, who has  yioc never been to a funeral,” he added.
;';“d“"l';";‘: {&Tﬂﬁig'g}:{:’ggﬁgﬁ:ﬁ “Belng needed is Important to cv-  His professlon drew him into com-
and Is once agaln Invalved In her erybody,” he sald. “That expertiscof  munity activitics as well, including
son's life.

Rock attended Waync State Uni-
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WE CAN NOT GUARANTEE

How you'll do in the stock market,
or When you'll get your next raise,
or How your iove life will turn out...

At the "Empire)’ we offer the best facllities around and
the greatest variety of fitness activities to choose from. -
You deserve the best, and we wouldn't offer you less.

The “Emplre” offers you Nautllus, Universal, Body Master,
olymplic type free welghts, aerobicycles, computerows,
aerobics, aguatics, steam room, Finnish sauna, whiripool,
Olympic style swimming pool, tanning booths,
and much, much more.

JOIN TODAY! Call today 427-7300 Don’t miss out on this Limited Offert
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JOIN THE NUMBER 1 HEALTH CLUB IN LIVONIA with over $2,000,000 facilities!
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