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Doctors like Lucas on malpractice reform

By Dava Vargn
stalf writer

Dr. Gene Thompson of Blrming-
ham has been sued for medleal mal-
practlee twice during the last year.
The sults were the first ever in his 16
years of practice as an orthopedic
surgeon.

*What used to be an intelteetual
discussign has become a very per-
sonad one,™ Thompson sald.

Like some 1,200 others In his pro-
fesslon, Thompson has become ac-
tlve In the Concerned Physiclans
Committee, a lobbylng group for
doctors. They expect to resurrect the
medical malpractlce insurance issue
next year.

And they're hoping to get a more
sympathetic ear from the governor's
offlce between then and now by sup-
porting Republican William Lucas in
his gubernatorial bid.

LUCAS — IN a rarc co-appear-
ance with his runnlng mate, lleuten-
ant governer candidate Colleen En-
gler — showed up at a fund-ralser
last weck at the Bloomficld Town-
ship home of Stephen and Celia Daw-
son. More than 130 invlted guests
paid $100 aplece to mingle with the
top of the Republican ticket.

Celia Dawson, who once helped
speartiead a drive for equal busing of
students by Birmingham Public
Schools, said she put on the fund-ra-
iser after being drawn to Lucas’ can-

Pelrce of Blrmingham, said, “He's
no help at all. He sits on the fence,”

But the pedlatriclan does support
Lucas, the Wayne County exceutive.
“IlIs ideas are a little blt more In
tune with the desires of the medleal
community,” Dr, Pelree aid,

Lucas, himse)f, had apparcntly
ridden the fence, not taking a posi-
tlon on the liability Insurance tssue
during the Republlcan primary. He
denied that, saying that he did take a
stance on the [ssue.

“What you need to know is our
commiltment to change that pack-
age,” Lucas told hls supporters,

In a position paper printed up for
the fund-ralser, Lucas said he would
support:

® Limiting non-cconomle dam-
ages to close up “gaping loopholes”
in the current law;

@ Ellminating the “deep pockets”
syndrome by restricting cach party's
liabllity to the degree of fault;

® Add product llabllity cases to
the law,

LUCAS' STAND Is endorsed by the
Physlclans for Fairness, a political
action committce raising money to
support candidates. The committee
Is a companion group with the Con-
cerned

Ann Thompson, wife of Dr. Gene Thompuaon of Birmingham,

Doctors are also hoplng to get sup-
port for some sort of penalty for
those who file “Irlvolous” lawsults,

“There has to be reasonable ways
of taking carc of ths,” said Dy, Har-

landsllde against hlm and having
“supporters drop out.”

Lucas’ position on medical malpractice insurance.

Bloomficld.

One supporter asked Lucas if he
would carry Wayne County and De-
troit.

His polis, Lucas sald, show that “Ilt

we're able to hold onto 80 percent of
our Repubtlcan strength, we'll win.”

AMONG REPUBLICAN backers
at the event were his sccretary of
state candldate Weldon Yeager,
state Rep. Judith Miller of Birming-
ham, state Sen. Richard Fessler of
West Bloomfleld and 48th District
Judge Bernard Fricdman of West

didacy by his positlon on the mal-
practice Issue.

“Mr. Lucas has been sympathetle
to the prablem of doctars,” she teld
the audience gathered In the living
room, dinlng room, hallway and
kitchen, “Doctors are belng forced
aut of thls state because of the medi-
cal malpractice Issue.”

old Perinoy of Waterford, “You can't
have a lottery. There has to be some
kind of sanctions for a bad lawsult.”

“As you can recognize, we're golng
to have to work for them, but we're
going to work for them,” Lucas re-
sponded, notlng that In previous rac-
es he was the top volegetter there.

“They contlnue to bring up the
negatives, There still is a bedrock of
support that I have bullt up over two
decades,” he said.

NOT ALL the doctors joined the
Lucas camp because of the llablilty
Insurance issue,

*1 was attracted when he was
sheritf of Wayne Caunty,” Thompsen
sald. *I respect that he stood for hon-

Hhotos by DAN DEAN/s1aH anotogeaphor

Lucas ataft member John Moolenaar (left), Lucas and Stephen

A compromise set of bills dealing
with the liablllty insurance issue was
passed by the state Leglslature thls
summer and signed Into law by Gav.
James Blanchard. A key change wlit
limlt Jury awards for non-economic
damages (“pain and suffering”) to
$250,000 with certaln exceptions.

Those exceptions — which the
Michigan State Medical Soclety
claimed were overly broad - and
other changes that were not made
left the medical community wanting
more.

FIRST OFF, they want more lead-
ership from the governor on the Is-
sue. As for Blanchard, Dr. Willlam

esty and integrity.”

In his statement, Lucas spoke of
bhls children, “three of whom were
stiparter than thelr father and be-
catne doctors,” One changed her spe-

clalty from obstetrics to treating al- -

lergies, however, because of the
prospect of the malpractice and lla-
bility insurance Issue, Lucas sald.
Lucas, who had been touring cam-
paign stops that day to Introduce his
welfare reform package, blasted
Blanchard for being “all form and no
substance” during his four years.
Lucas warned supporters not to be
“Lousma-tlzed™ by followlng the
polls, which sald there would be a

At the

You are invited to attend
the Michigan Eye Institute
Cataract Focus Group

Cataract Focus Group,
you will meet the doctors, staft and
former patients of the Michigan Eye Institute,
bnd learn about new techniques to restore cataract
impaired vision. A complimentary light lunch will
be served, and intormation will be provided
for you to take home,

Wednesday » October 22 ¢ 12:00 Noon

MICHIGAN EYE INSTITUTE

Q

29877 Telegraph Rd.,

For reservations, please call Stephanie Rubin at 357-3560
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NOTICE OF FILING
OF APPLICATION
FOR PERMISSION
TO ORGANIZE
A FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK

This is to inform the public that under Section
543.2 of the Rules and Regulations for the Federal
Savings and Loan System (“Federal Regulations™).
Thomas J. Hammond et al have filed an application
with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board for permis-
sion to organize a Federal Savings Bank to be located
at, or in the vicinity of, 1760 Telegraph Road, Bloom-
field Township, Oakland County, Michigan.

Anyone may write in favor or protest of the appli-
cation, Four copies must be sent to “Supervisory
Agent, Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis, P.O.
Box 60, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46206, and received
within 10 days of the publication of this notice. An
additional 7 days to submit comments may be ob-
tained if a written request is received by the Supervi-
sory Agent within the 10-day period.

Anyone sending a protest deemed substantial by
the Principal Supervisory Agent may request an oral
argument on the application submitting a written re-
quest to the Supervisory Agent during the 10-day pe-
riod. For a protest to be considered substantial, it
must be written and received on time, the reasons for
the protest must be consistent with the regulatory
basis for denial of the application, and the protest
must be supported by the information specified in
Section 543.2(e) (4) of the Federal Regulations.

You may look at the application and all comments
filed at the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis,
unless any such tmaterials are exempt by law from
public disclosure. If you have any questions concern-
ing these procedures, contact the Supervisory Agent
at the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis at
317-236-7112,

Tudlud. October §, 1116
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