Smoke detectors can be hazardous trash

By Ponny Wright
speclal writor

Is your smoke detector dangerous
to your health? Yes, says a new pub-
Heatlon,

“Michigan Household Hazardous
Substance Handbook,” wrillen by
Janet Senlor and Nancy Stone, says
that certaln detectors containlng
trace amounts of radloactive mate-
rials can pose an environmental haz-
ard when carelessly d after

our land

merctal and Industrial activities as
well.”

use,

According to the authors, smoke
detectors come In two types: photoe-
leetric and ionlzing.

Tonkzing detectors contain a small
amount of radloaclive Americum-
241 In a leakproof metallic foll con-
tainer, Through nurmnl use nn\i dur-

The has seme eyc-op
Ing statlstics.

In Michigau, more than 1,100 sites
of groundwater pollutlon are linked
to the mishandling and improper use
of hazardous chemicals.

Ordinary houscholds provide a
hefty amount of hazardous chemlcal

wastes, In a city the size of Ann Ar-
bor, with a population of more than
107,000, loca!

The handbook suggests ways a
houscholders can properly handle

approximately 4,000 pounds per
year of hazardous materials.

A SUBSTANCE is legally hazard-
ous If it is elther flammable, explo-

For example, gasoline drained
from lawn mowers and boats can be
strained through cloth or a paper
coffee fiiter to remove impurittes,
and stored (or (ulure uscina ughtly

slve, toxie, caustic or

Antifreeze, gasoline, paints, pesti-
cldes and even nall polish are exam-
ples of toxic substances,

When hazardous chemicals are
discarded wlith the trash, they end up
In sanitary landfllls, Most sanitary
landfills are not deslgned to accom-
modate toxic materials. Over time,
the . toxics may leak through the
ground and threaten drinking water
supplics.

Ing a fire, the radl
paoses no problem.

BUT PROBLEMS can occur after
a dclcclorls discarded.
with a
hnll life of 460 years, Is water solu-
ble. If Improperly discarded, it could
eventually enter (he human food
chain through dirinking water,
plants, {lsh and animals.
Published by the Ecology Center
of Ann Arbor, the h focuscs
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on the dangers of using common
houschold substances: smoke detee-
tors, cleansers, draln cleancrs, auto-
motive products, palnts, pesticides;
and the eareless disposal of such ma-
terlals.

“We've been casual about uslng
and discarding our toxle houschold
products,” sald Nancy Stone, educa-
tlon coordinator at the Center, “The
consequences of this casualness are
reflected In the growlng number of
contaminated sites on our state
cleanup lst.”
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STONE llOFDS to encuuragc the
:5(: ol s in the

“We have trled to provide a thor-
ough discussion of the problems con-
cerned with using toxics In the home
and list aternative products people
can use.

“If we start cducating people
about the dangers of the toxle chemi-
cals they use everyday in their
homes, perhaps we wlll eventually
affect toxtc chemlcal usage in com-

Car makers
hit acid
rain bill

The cnvironment would benefit
little or not at all under a proposed
Senate Bill to tighten emission stand-
ards on mator vehicles,

That's what the head of the Motor
Vehlele Manufacturers Associatlon
told a congressicnal panct In Wash-
Ington.

‘The bill seeks to control (he pollu-
tants contributing te acld rain.

It demands technelogy that has
not been proven feasible, Thomas H.
Hanna, president of MVMA, told the
Senate Committee on Environment
and Publle Works.

“More stringent motor vehlcle
emlssion controls arc not warrant-
ed,” Hanna said, notlng the more
than 90 percent overall reductions
that already have been made in au-
tomotlve emlsslons.

ONLY 3 PERCENT of the cars
tested and no light-duty (rucks or
heavy-duty gas engines meet ali of
the standards proposed, Hanna said.

“Because the present levels are so
low, the lneremental alr quality ben-
efits that could be achleved by fur-
ther tightenlng are minimal,” he

1d.

“But the task that SB. 2203 would
impose on manufacturers ls cnor-
mous — requiring a further reduc-
tion of 60-75 percent of emissions
{rom today’s low levels for both pas-
senger cars and light trucks,” Hanna
sald.
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closed wekl-l “Dry
gas” can be added to remove water.

0!d medicines should be wrapped
in plastle when thrown out In the
trash, Antlbiotics and other medi-
clnes can kill the useful bacteria in
sewage treatment plants or septic
!Tnlr! If flushed down the tollet or
slnk.

Monday, Octobor 6, 1086 OLE

IN ADDITION to proper disposal
methods, the handbook lists safer al-
lel{nallvu to toxle houschold cheml-
cals.

Baklng soda Is the

fessionals,” sald Stone, She added
that the informatlon Is also ideal. for
llbrarles and schools, “We are In'the
process of developlng teaching mia-

terlals for seventh- and clghlh-gradc,

classes on toxics.”

alternative Lo
caustic (burning or corroding) sub-
stances.

Vinegar can be substituted for
spot removers and drain. And com-
pounds such as cornstarch and Jem-
on julce are listed as effective clean-
ing agent

"The har‘book Is geared to the
general publle as well as publle
health and communlty service pro-

Stone predicts the management n!
hazardous waste generated by
houschalds wlll grow In importance.
"“It's an area ready to take off. -

Copies of the three-ring bound
handbook may be ordered by con-
tacting: The Ecology Center of
Ann Arbor, 417 Detroit, Ann Ar.
bor 48104, Phone number is 761-
3186.
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At The Heatherwood, rest assured that he or
she will be enjoying an clegant dinner with friends in our
Rosewaod Room.

Introducing The leathenvood .. the innovative new rental community
in Southfield that treats your parents the way they want to be treated.
They'll tove it, andt vou'll love the fact that The Heatherwood caters to the unique
lifestyle of active seniors with 1 and 2 bedroom suites in a festive environment,
featuring:

= Daily dining in our clegant Rosewood Room

* A complete personal fitness program « 24-hour
ed cntry « Scheduled transportation services ¢
Housckeeping services ¢ Linen service » A full socinl
pragram » Barbershop/beauty salon ¢ 24-hour
emergency alert system

e %

ATHERWOOD

Rents start at just
$l,061 per month!
Call txfay for more infermition
350-1777

22800 Civic Center Deive
Sonthield, Michigan 4831

stigious Kental Suites for Active Seniors




