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McDonald points to i2-year G

By Joanne Maliszowsk!
statt writor

INCUMBENT OAKLAND Coun-

ty Commissioner Jack

McDonald was surprised at

first when he heard hls oppo-
nent was former Oakland County
Sherift Johannes Spreen.

Now after 12 years of campalgn
experience, McDonald recently had
bls {lrst fund-ralser.

“Hp (Spreen) has name recognl-
tion. And I want to win, And yes, I
am going to work hard,” said
McDonald, secking his seventh two-

car term as county commissioner
from the 27th District.

Despite his opponent’s notoriety,
McDonald is convinced hls experi-
ence on the county board of commis-
sloners is a plus.

“ cnjoy the job. And after 12
years, I know what the issues are,
1t's fun being a part of the growth of
th ty — s0 much s happening.”

In a county that has attracted un-
precedented  growth and develop-
ment, roads — as far as McDonald is
concerned — are onme of the major
Issues today.

While there [s little doubt which
roads need improving, the same
can't be said for methed of financing
Improvements.

One thing for sure, though,
McDonald Is opposed to a county-
wide tax for road improvements as
long as there still are alternatives
available,

A study presented by the Oakland
County Road Commission shows that
approximately $750 mlitlon will be
needed to meet road improvement
needs within the next decade, Yet
the road commission recelves only
$52 million apnually — a far ery
from what is needed.

“THERE ARE a number of pro-

Spreen

' By Joanno Mallazewsk|
staff writer

HEN JOHANNES Spreen
considers Oakland
County, he sces an area

dotted with communi-
tics experlencing similar problems,

. When the former Oakiand County
Sherlff considers solutions, he sees
the need for connty-wide or regional
answers that won't destroy each
community’s autonemy.

“Problems with growth belong at
the county, We need a reglonal ap-
proach. Not only with Oakland Coun-
ty, but with other countfes. When you
have 61 communities, they can't al-
ways do their own thing. The county
should coordinate things,” Spreen

sald.

“1 believe I am mature in years
but I still have the idealism of youth,
1 have a young and lflx;!.:lc mind,"

posals that should be d be-

fore we conslder increasing taxes In
order to produce additional reve-
nues,” sald the 48-year-old attorney
and former assistant county pro-
secutor.

One alternative s encouraging the
state Legistature to change the for-
mula used for determining how mon-
ey of the stale's gas and weight taxes
are distributed to Oakland County.

Currently, the formula is based on
the total mileage of roads in a coun-
ty. Counly officlals have suggested
that the formula should be changed
to reflect the areas where the great-
est amount of the gas and welght tax
derives from. Oakland County — one
of the state's most trafflc congested
areas — recelves about 3.9 percent
or $29 million in gas and weight tax

revenues,

“The total mileage formula favors
the northern countics. If It was based
on where the revenue comes from,
Oakland County would get more,”
McDonald said. “If money is avail-
able now, it should be mere cqulta-
bly distributed.”

Other alternatives McDonald be-
lleves should be constdered include a
bondIng issuc for road projects or a
gas tax in Onkland County. A draw-
back to the gas tax, however, s that
It could possibly hurt gas station
business In Oakland County, Motor-
Ists would cross over Eight Mile to
gas stations in Wayne County to
nv|odld paying a gas tax, McDenald
said.

IMPOSING FEES on developers
to help finance road Improvements
is anather alternative that is before
the state Leglslature, he sald,

Financing district courts is anoth-
cr major Issue McDonald belleves is
wanting for soluton.

Currently, Oakland County oper-
ates the 52nd District Court in Troy,

ounty record

ing the slze of the board, yet making
the commissloners’ jobs full tme,
would only cost taxpaycrs more
money beczuse of full-lime salaries.
With 27 commissioners, the job Is
part-time and less costly, he said.
McDenald would also llke to see
the road commisslon included under
the ausplces of the county executive
and the drain commission under the
department of public works, Cur-
rently, road commission and di~in
commlssien officials don't really an-
swer to anyone directly. By includ-
ing them under other existing de-
partments, the public would bave
someone to hold nc_cuunt.nblu.

as well as in Rochester, Clarkston
and Walled Lake, Taxpayers are
paylng — in their county tax — for
these courts as well as thelr own In
thelr local communitics, Other dis-
trlet courts, such as Oak Park’s, are
also asking the county to take con-
trol.

1 don’t think we should take over
any more district courts, Either the
state should take them all over or
the county should take them all over.
But we should not do It on a plece-
meal basls,” McDonald sald.

The veteran commlssioner, how.
ever, belleves that the most cquita-
ble solution would be for the state to
take control. If the state refuses, the
cm;nty ghould become the control
unit.

1f the county takes over, hawever,
McDonald believes some changes
are In order. Legislation wlil have to
require unlformity In fines and costs,
with all revenues — with the excep-

tion of what goes to libraries as re-
quired by statute — going to the
county,

REVIEWING THE county govern-
ment's structure, McDonald opposes
any size reduction in the county
board of commissioners.

Reducing the board te nine com-
missloners, for example, means each
would represent about 100,000 resl-

a "
sald, he can recelve publlc com-
plalnts about the roads, for example.
Yet as a commissioner he has no
control over the road commission,
other than by personal contacts with
some of the road officials,

FILLS AND solid waste are
Issucs that wlll Increasingly draw
commissloners’ attentlon as work
continues on the county’s planned In-
clnerator system, McDonald sald.
Actual consiruction of the faclllty
Is about three years away. Questions
that remain unanswered are facility
slze and fInancing.
As landfills become less available
lally for those communitles,

ents, P o the app!
ly 38,000 cach of the 27 now repre-
sent.

For the most part, commlssloners

currently represcnt districts with
communlties of slmilar interest,

such as Farmington and Farmington
Hills, which have chosen not to par-
ticipate in the county waste dispbsal
plan, costs will more thon likely in-
crease, McDonald said, These com-
munitles will be faced agaln with
Jolning the county pro-

such as Far

Hills, With a smaller board, commls-
sioners would be representing areas
with a varlety of dlverse interests,
making it difficult te represent the
true needs of the distrlet, McDonald

said,
Other alternatives, such as reduc-

ram.

In that case, commissfoners must
determine the facility's slze — plan-
ning for the future when non-particl-
pating communities may want o
Join. "“You don’t want to bulld it too
small, yet not too large that it will

take ycars and years to pay off,” |
McDonald sald, o
As far as financing the facllity
that will be used to burn much of the
county's solid waste, a bonding lssue,*
appears to be the most likely, with -
user fees to pay off the debt, -
McDonald sald, '
“There Is also a good possibllity.
that the energy produced from the-
burning of solid waste can be s0ld to
various commercial and industrin}
entitles,” he said. N

IN LAW enforcement, McDonald:
supports Involvement of the sheriff’s. :
department In specinlized arens,
such as arson investigation and sci-
entiile criminal analysls, to relleve.
local departments of developing. -
such costly services. .

*“Why should Farmington Hills put -
up its own (sclenmmissioner,
McDonald acknowledges the diffl-
culty In engaglng the public's inter-
est in county business. Though -
McDonald 1s hoplng that might .
change now that ~— with his efforts -
— the former Glen Oaks Country.
Club is a county park.

"You don't feel the presence of
county government in an urban area,
People look to the local police. The -
same with roads, they look to the:.
clty. When you are talking services, |
all your services are coming from
the local government.”

If reeleeted, McDonald plans to
continue publishing " hls quarterly .
newstetter that tell residents what's
happening at the county Jevel. As he
has done in the past, he plans to con- .-
tinue to attend clty council mectings .
when there is a need to bring a coun- |
ty Issue to the fore or when interest-
Ing issues are on agendas. .

*When there is something the clty -
council wants me to do, they call
me.” .

calls for a more regional approach

ness, as well as soliclt opiniens to
take back to the board of commis-
stoners,

“1 will meet down here with them
1o ascertain thelr views so I can act
intelligently in representing thelr
views," Spreen sald. “I would also
invite them up to the county board
auditorium where there {3 no one {In
the audlicnce). They have a 300-per-
son auditorium and no one shaws.”

Crime, including preventlon of it,
1s a top Issue In Spreen’s campaign.

The former Detroit pollce com-
missloner and New York City police
afficer would Ilke to conselidate law
cnforcement  services withln  the
county.

“I am not trying to do away with
local police departments. 1 would
1ike to sce a consolidaticn of services
rnltger than of departments,” Spreen
sal

He belleves that certain services

T units — traltle,

soid the F Hil

“I believe in the people. And I be-

lleve in myself. Now that I'm re-

:llred, I can give my full-time atten-
on."

After a two-year absence from the
county limelight, the 67-ycar-old law
enforcement professlonal has
thrown his bat into the polltical ring
because he belleves some changes
are warranted In the county and
within the county government struc-

ture.
Spreen Is running for the county
commission seat in the 27th Disiriet,
“With & county government, 8 re-
glonal approach is so necessary to

approach the problems of ecrime,

roads and solid waste,” he said.

PUBLIC EDUCATION ard in-
volvement is the flrst step in solving
some of the county's problems, ac-
cording to Spreen.

1f elected, he plans to meet month-
1y with interested resldents. At the
meetlngs, Spreen plans to keep resi-
dents up-to-date with county busl-

o {3
homiclde, rape — could be offered
on a county level,

Regional services would be in the
form of support teams that would
provide local police with expertlse
on certain crimes that many of the
lecal communities rarely encounter,
such as homicides and rape. The
same would hold true for trafile ea-
forcement, particularly drunk drive
ing and accident control.

"WE HAVE {ragmentation, duptl-
cation and overlapping of police ser-
vices. Let the loca! departments do
what they do best. They can serve
the local community and they know
the Jocal community,” Spreen sald,
“You can't contro] encroaching
crime problems with frogmented
services, I think there ought to be a
county support team.”

As in his 12-year carecr as county
sheriff, Spreen stitl belleves crime
prevention — partlcularly with the
young — Is the best avenue for con-

‘Problems with growth ",
. belong at the county.. -
- We need a regional

approach. Notonly . -
- " with Oakiand County,

they can't always d

thelrown thing. The .~
county should

‘coordinate things.”

~ Johannes Spresn,

- . "Democral

trolling crime. Giving tlckets and
maklng arrests is not the sole an-
swer,

“Education is good for crime pre-
vention and drug control. We have
got to reach the klds before a prob-
lem starts."”

Spreen also applics the reglonal
approach to other Issues he belicves
are, and will continue to be, chal-
lenges for the county government.

Roads top his 1ist of county prob-
lemas that need

with high salaries for appolnted em-
ployees. Another source of waste
Spreen sees s the county's practlee
of farming out prisoners to other
county jails because of the shortage
of space In the Oakland County Jall,

“THERE IS waste at the county
tevel. There Is waste in the munlcl-
palitles — they arc trylng to do
things that should be done on a re-
gional basis,” Spreen sald.

Ei

While Spreen lauds the county's
trl-party road improvement agree-
ments (the local community, county
board of commissloners and Oakland
County Road Commission each pay
onc-third of the cost of a designated
improvement), he is flatly opposed

ty-wide tax for impi

ging the state to revise its
gas and welght formulas — used to
determine how much money the
caunty receives for roads — s inte-
gral in improving county road prob-
lems, Spreen said.

But lie also belicves that In a coun-

toa
ments.
If financlal waste In the county
government was climinated, there
would be enough moncy available to
Improve roads.

Spreen malntains waste exlsts in
several areas of the cqunty govern-
ment, {ncluding the executive level

Y p
growth, developers should pay thelr
share of road jmprovements, Com-
munities that are providing tax
abatement are partlcularly lettlng
developers off the hook for road
problems, Spreen safd.

*Those who use the roads or profit
from the roads should pay for the

roads, Those who abusc the roads
should pay through fines,” he sald.

Ceitlng some of the traffic off the
£on s would help improve road con-
di,ons and traffic flow throughout
the county.

Unllke other urbanlzed arcas In
the country, Oakland County roads
are used by ene-driver autos — there
1s no sharing. Much of the reason for
that is the lack of a “decent trans-
portation system,” Spreen sald.

SPREEN ADVOCATES the cre-
ation of service involving the
franchising of certaln main routes to
taxicabs, The cabs would ride up and
down a particular route, Grand Rlv-
cr, for example.

The service could be provided
strictly as a privately financed oper-
atlon or the county could purchase
the cabs and lease them to retired
persons or homemakers who wish to
earn ssme money, Spreen sald,

“You could have a transportation
service that has never been scen
fare. And it could provide jobs. But it
should be countywide," ke said.

Reglonalism 1s again Spreen’s so-
1ution to the growlng problem of sol-
14 waste. Spreen does not suppart
cach local community to

1lke to a charter commisslon fermed
to write 2 home-rule charter. :

“THE COUNTY shauld coordinate
things, But without home rule, we
don't have clout. So right now, it will
have o be with Qakland County's co-
operation and assistance, But we -
need a reglonal approach even if the
locn] communities have the right to
make thelr own decisfons.

"“The question is, are we golng to
be 62 communltics, operating inde-
pendently and being hostile to one
another?"

Along with home rule, Spreen
would like fo see the positlon of
county executive reviewed, possibly
making it Into a city manager-type
of position. But he also would llke to
avoid putting some of the county
functlons, such as publlc works and
flmn commission, under the execu-

ve.

Instead, he would like to see pub-
lic works and the drain commisslon
comblned under one department.

“One man or woman as county ex-
cc]udﬂve has too much to handle,” he
sald,

In additien, Spreen would like to
see requirements for some of the

take care of Its own waste problems
because eventually Jand{ills wil! not
be avallable,

“What wlll happen when the land-
fills are gone. It's cheaper now. But
we have these little Independent
communities dolng their own thing."

Spreen would like to see a central-
ized waste disposable service and
plant, such as is currently being
planned at the county complex in
Pontiac. He also would llke to see
the county recover waste and reuse
it as energy, as well as recycle what
i3 recyclable to ease the burden on’
current landfills,

In order to provide the county
with more clout In solving problems
on a reglonal basis, Spreen would

county posltions upgrad-
ed. Rather than allowlng an elected
offliclal to operate the drain commis- |
slon, this person should be one with'
certitied technical knowledge, as Is
the sheriff and county prosecutor,

To further streamline county gov-
ernment, Spreen would lke to re-
duce the number of county commis-
sioners from the 27 to perhaps 15 to
Improve efflelency, accountability
and reduce duplication,

“I have seen so much nonsense up
there with 27 commissloners. It's a
partisan vate anyway, And the sub-
committees often don't even have a
quorum, It the clty of Detroit can do
it with nine council members . . . 1
think we can be safe to drop them
from 27 to 15."

* The Farmiogton Hills Planning

Commission will meet at 7:30 to-

ﬁﬂht in councli chambers, 31555 11
e,

Commlssioners’. agenda includes
discusalon of & zoning text amend-
ment for defining and exempting po-
litical aigns. Other business includes:

® Landscape slte plan for mulli-
ples {n an RP-2 zono at the northeast
carner of 13 Mile and Haggerty. Pro-
ponent is Richard Marrone of Beztak

Properties,

» Slte plan for automotive repair
in a B-$ rone st 20755, 20763 and
20775 Orchard Lake Road. Propo-
nent is Alex Nehez,

® Sita plan for general office in
RA-1 (copsent judgment) north of
Northwestern Highway,” east of

Is W. Kel

B-3 on the cast slde of Haggerty,
sauth of 14 Mile. Proponen s AJ.
Macksey,

® Rezoning request {rom RA-3 to
RC-2, north of Eight Mile, west of
Gill Road,

¢ Rezoning uest from SP-1
and RA-1 to RC-2 on the southwest
corner of 13 Mile and Halsted. Pro-
ponent s Abrabam Grant.

Taxicab

Farmington City Council wants
more timo to review the local trans-
riation system for senlors and the
dicapped - a subsidized pro-
gram that has faced operational

Middiebelt, F
Owen, .
@ Cluster option In RA-1, west of

Gl1 Road, north of Freedom. Propo- .

nent {a Frank Milo.

@ Rezoning request from RA-1 {0
B-3 on the east sido of Halsted, north
of 11 Mile, Proponent J.H. Hudnut.
~ @ Rezoning request from RC-2 to

P recently,
‘The council plans to meet to fur-
ther discuss the program's needs.
Members discussed operational

P of the
system Oct, 8, following a prescnta-

# Rezoning request from RA-3 to
B-3 on Lots 80 and 91 of Supervisors
Eight Mile-Grand River, Proponent
is Gordon Wrinn,

® Rezoning request from RA-1 to
0S-1 ot 26500 Halsted, between 11
Mile and Howard Road. Proponent is
Marion Wallace.

® Zonlng text amendment for re-
vision of existing ordlnance regard-

ing the length and width of cupolas.
Also a proposed amendment to allow
sky lights to exceed the maximum
permitted height limit. Proponent is
Jack Bullo for Littic Cacsara Plzza.
® Lot split on the west half of Lot
20 of Supervisors Plat of West
Franklln Estates, The request is for
a four-way split. Proponents are
Abraham and Marilyn Krispln,

@ Lat split on the east balf of Lot
20 of Supervisors Plat of West
Franklin Estates. The request is for
a four-way split. Proponents are
Abraham and Marilyn Krispin,

# Slte plan for a food and sundry
shop in OS-3 zone at 30445
Nor Ighway, F
Is James Jonna,

® Site plan for multifamlly In

service for seniors under

ton Hills, who studled the transpor-
tation program. He rcc;ntly made
e

thority.

The taxi pany pi g

his p
Hills City Council,

SINCE THE program began In
1981, it has suffered a decrcase In
use, due primarily to slow servico
and the encouragement of shared
rides, which cause delayy, according
to;’;((cr.

tion and flve-part
for change from Dan Polter, dlrece

0 progr also has
relatud to funding from the South.
cas |

tor of specinl services for

T t au-

servico Is Livonla-based

Transport. It Is estimated the subsi-
dized service accounts for 40 pereent
of the company’s business.

Potter outlined five major recom.
mendations {n his report. They ine
clude;

@ Establishing a formal govern-
Ing structure to supervise and mon!-
tor the program. N

® Creating a performance évalu-
ation system for the taxicab compa-

the *

ny. .
& D of a report and
follow-up system for addressing
communleation problems.
® Creatlon of a new promotional

RC-2 on the cast side of Middlebelt,
south of 10 Mile. Proponent is Mi-
chaet Downes.

® Site plan for multifamily —
condominlum In RP-l on the east
slde of Halated, south of 14 Mile.
Proponent {s Bernle Glieberman.

® Site plan for offlce is OS-4 at
95555 12 Mile. Proponent is Kenneth
Newmann,

review

by Livonin, which recelves money
from each communlty, The service
covers 108 miles.

During July, one third of the rides

program for the service,
® Devel

of an

program for cab drivers and users. -

Communities currently partlelpat-
Ing in the program include the cities
of Farmington, Farmington Hills,’
Livonia, Northville, Plymouth and
tho townships of Plymouth and
Northvllle. The program la operated

originated or ended in Farmington
F Hllls, to !

or ), .
Potter's statistlcs, For the total year
1985, local citles accounted for 35
percent of the service.

The service 1s avallable to anyone
85 years of age and older, and handi-
:apped residents of each commual-

¥, N

.

Hills planning commission will convene tonight



