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Performances of “A Touch of
Spring” by Samuel Taylor con-
tinue at 8:30 p.m. Fridays-Sat-
urdays through Oct. 25 at Will-
0-Way Repertory Theatre in
Birmingham, For ticket infor-
;v;?;lon call the box office at 644-

Despite a distinetly pretty lead-
ing lady (Sally Dubats) and a set
with some panache, the Will-O-Way
production of “A Touch of Spring,”
dlrected by Cella Merrill Turner,
lacks sizzle in the romance depart-
ment.

A romance without sexual slzzle
is like flat champagne, no matter
where it's served,

The play by Samuel Taylor is a
frivolous llttle love story made pal-
atable by the decadent charm of an
Itallan P.T. Barnum named
Baldessare Pantalone (lct. that
name roll off your tongue with all
cight sylables to get the flavor of
the man’s Itallan brand of
chutzpab).

This story takes place in roman-
tie Romc:' In the springtime wh.cn a

businessman (Robert Dunn) comes
to flnd the body of his father who
dled In a car accldent.

He finds instead a lovely English
gir] whose mother died in the same
accident. What looks like a colnel-
dence turns out to have been a hot
“same time next year® kind of af-

‘A Touch of Spring’
Where’s the sizzle?

fair between her mother and his fa-
ther, Under the Influence of the
outragcous Italian huckster named
above {played with slcazy charm
by C.J. Nodus), the American busl-
;\mmnn and the English girl fall in
ove,

ROBERT DUNN lacks the impa-
Uent mastery his character de-
mands both in love and in business
and he's no match for his wife
(Francine Hachem) who's capable,
pushy and not particularly like
able, Why he opts to get away from
her is obvious, Why he stays with
her at all is not.

With great good humor, the play
plits the righteous Type A Amerl-
can way of getting things done
against the relaxed Italian lfestyle
where [unch takes three hours and
Jove Is a time — honored excusc
for nearly anything. The Italians
may have something there, cven i
the Anti-defamation League would
argue wlth Implications in the play.

“A Touch of Spring” scems de-
signed to showcase hearthrob leads
who radiate romantlc cnergy. As
dlligently as the lcads try in the
Will-O-Way production, the chem-
istry hetween them just doesn't
work.

Cathic Breidenbach of West
Bloomficld has always loved
theater. A former high-school
English teacher, she works in
public relations, advertising and
as a freelance writer,
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New winery will sparkle

There Is a stereotype about “the
new kld on the block,” that he or she
wlll for a while be pushed around a
bit by the established resldents. '

It wilt not be that way in the winc
world of Sonoma, however, where a
new *kid® was introduced to the
world recently at a gala weekend
bash at the Gloria Ferrar winery.
The event signaled the arrival of a
muscular, fully developed winery
operatlon that will play no subsidi-
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two enormous caves uscd for storing  M—
wlines, - -, ot
Presldent s 28-year-old Pedro P wine
F%rrnr (u:em'; nepotism In the wine gi”,b} .
industry, too) who oversces the [} Y oy .
whole operatlon for the Barcelona — i ‘/' @! R 1 ch a rd
based parent company. Elleen r—..’_':fng 4
Crane, well tralned at UC Davls and Lo Watsorl

Domaine Chandon, ls the

er

Two hundred and fifty acres of
chardonnay and plnot nolr will even.
tually surround the winery, whose

ary role in the rapldly expanding
world of C: wine

is to be in the

producers affillated with European
parentage. !

80,000-100,000-case range. Only a
quarter of that s currently planted.

In thls case, the p: ge s
Freixinet, Spanish wine producer
who today is the largest producer of
sparkling wine in the world. The sto-
ry is the 1088 production in total will
be some 66,000,000 botties!

Freixinet is known nationally for
its black-bottled Cordon Negro and
frosted-battle Carta Nevada (both
selling locally for about $6 most of
the time). The producer’s United
States efforts with the new winery
began back in 1982, By 1964 It had
released Its first effort, a brut,
called Emerald Cuvee and did s0 un-
der lts present Amerlean name of
Gloria Ferrar {named for the wiie of
the founder of the multinatlonal
comptex, Jose Ferrar).

THE EARLY release was made in
rented facliltles at Graton. But from
now on Glorla Ferrar |

Only estate-g grapes will be
used to produce brut and blanc de
nolr.

PRICED AT about $11 a bottle,
the wines are targeted into a great
void in the California sparkling wine
market. There I8 today little or no |
competition at that level, no colnel-
dence for master marketer Jose
Ferrar. He not only knows how to
make wine, he also knows how to sell
it

Enough numbers and pedigrees,
Watson, What about the wine?

Dellghtful! This was the near-uni-
versal consensus of some 20 wine
writers gathered, by invitation, from
across the country {¢.g. Atlanta, New
York, New Orleans, Denver). A few
reported hints of cltrus, others sald
the fruit

strong now arzival on the Calitorni:

to the press and a host of visltors
from the area. It is called Chimney
Rack, brainchild of “Hack™ Wilson,
former hotel and restaurant owner
and beverage producer.

To secure a winery in the Stags

wines will all be made in the new
facllity In Sonoma Valley.

Its second release, upvelled during
the eventfut weekend, is primarily a
pinot-noir-based wine. Early 1987
will see yct a third, a blend of pinot
nolr and chardonnay.

The winery, known officlally as
Glorla Ferrar Champagne Caves, is
south of the clty of Sonoma on High-
way 121, It is the first major winery
tourists can vislt readily as they
drive from San Franelsco Into wine
country. It Is an $11-milllon effort,
most atiractlve, whose heart Is In Its

—3

Leap area, he bought Chimney Rock
Golf Course on the Sllverado Trail
and the mountaln behind it, moving
nine holes of the course to plant his
vineyards with 75 acres of sauvignon
blane, cabernet and chardonnay.
When the winery is complete, Wilson
plans to confine pi 0 20,000

this is not a yeasty, austere wine,
Winemaker Crane wants fruit,
strong hints of it, and has gotten it in
this cuvee.

The wine should be avallable
locally now, at better wine outiets, It
also will be sold in some of our finer

Gloria Ferrar winery, whose parent company is Freixinet, is 8

a wine scene.

newest jewel In the Stags Leap

crown.’ :

INITIAL RELEASES, a chardon-
nay and a fume blane, from the 1985
vintage, are both superb, elegant and
beautifuily varietal, A 1984 cabernet
wili be released in a year, Phillip
Togni Is the winemaker, and the en-
tlre operation scems to be loaded
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with thought and good taste. This. :

winery wilt also be a winner. .
If I read the machinatlons correct-"

1y, look for this wlne soon at any of

the of Vino stores — which-

restaurants at an affordable price. I
suspect it will go well with the pub-
Yic: It Is fairly priced, it i3 most at-
tractlvely packaged and, most im-
portant, it tastes good.

cases, This scems to be, as its pro-
motional llterature suggests, “the

I suspect will have ncar-exclusive
rights for a while. Worth fInding.

On the same day, only a couple of
hours earller, another imposing win-
cry officlally opened, over In Napa,

William Shakespeare's
Spectacular Historical Drama

Richard 111

Now through November 2
Tonight at 8 p.m.

For tickets, call

377-330
Hoactons Brcok Jheithe

A culturz] program of Qakland University

Presented in.
cooperation ith

VRS

0

WEATHER UPDA

Mainly
Lobsters!

\ .

2 for the

price of 1

Order a steamed lobster dinner at regular pric

and get your second lobster Free, 2 for | speci

vilue good only for individual consumption.
Offer expires Qctober 31, 1986,

12 Mite at Orchard Lake, Farmington Hills SS3-7000
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cafood Tarern
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Pearl’s N
- ‘Garden

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM« Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S, Woodward « Birmingham
: 644-2913 fb@

Serving the Finest in

E= SHOWCASE =
CINERRAS

CONT. SHOWS SAL. SUN. & HOUIDAYS,
LAIL SHOWS FRIDAY & SAIURDAY -
* EVIRY UISOAY. ALUSIALS. A1 DAY. $2.50
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STANDBYME w

CALL THEATRE POR BHOW TIMES

PONTIRC Go7¢8+0+10 ~
2405 50. TIGRAPHRD. * 334.6777 ;
BARGAIN MATIHEE DAILY$2.50
. FIasT AFTERNOON SHOW ONLY .
‘CONT SHOWS SAL SUN. & HOLIDAYS
LATC SHOWS FRIDAY & SATURDAY -
- IVERY IUISDAY. AU $1ALS. ML DAY, $2.50

Donate Blood.

Wlkkdp
Wil eni?

Asare
LR

. < 682:5544 -
BARGAIN MATINEL SAL S SUN-$2.50.
LRS! ALTERNOON SHOW ONL
CONT SHOWS SAT, SUN. & HOUDAY:
¥ IVISDAY. A(L 3¢,

BUSTED UP @

CALL THEATAE FOR BHOW Tivets

Troys 649-1840
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y ADAMS SQUARE {5302
c . d loss Broast Cl briand
stary omad of Chicken for Two
Includiny 'ﬁ?ﬁsmw Carafe of House Wine Complete Dinnes Complimentary glass
&%k-veuge From*17.95 including beverage of champagne
144.95 160 W. Maple 19,75 percoupie '33.95
i N - 643S. Addams 7255, Hunter
prcleraph & baple g Biminghame 6H10® gy ipghame 6441042 Brminghame 642:6900
Kk 4
“4 e PASTRY « SHOPS
P e “Sweetheart Cakes”
o freat aol'lroy” ~ ® West .
633 5. Adams Rd,
"(s;e?!hu;l Elzmner for Tgv?" Chnisce cl:‘!ailr;"cc "s\ve‘mhgm Dinner Birminghams £44-1031
oice of Entree als Sp or Two"™
Complimentary Small CumfhmcnmrySrr[all Choice of Entree Specials 160 W. Maple Rd.
Carafe of House Wine Carafe of House Wine ' Birminghams 644-1016
From 17,95 From 17,95 o 6676 Telograph Rl
rom*17. Li g, J A elogra; ,
1234 Walionlvd. 300w, Bgheaver (G300 Lk R, e 6264203

[ P P



