Charity cards shine
with yule colors, 1C

Verdict reached
in fatal fight, 2A

Farmington Observer

volume 98 Number 2

Monday, October 13, 1986

R AR

minoton

If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington area
connection, send o nole to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

LENDING ahand to
Narth.
Five percent of the total
sales Thursday, Oct. 16, at
Great Scoft!, 12 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads,
Farmington Hills, will be
donated Lo support North
Farmington High School's
academic, club, drama, music
and sports programs.

Store hours are 7 am. to 11
p.m. Students will provide free
grocery earryout.

The North Farmington High
Schoot Booster Club and Great
Scotl! are co-sponsoring the
fund-ralser.

HE'S honored.

Charles Damm, a veleran
park administrator with 32
years of service at Kensington
Metropark near Milford, was
recognized at the Huron-Clinton

mparks annual recognitlon
s [ ok Res R

The Farmington fesident
vetired March 15.

Damm had been park
superintendent at Kenslngton
slnce 1968, He began service
there in 1853,

UP, up and away,

Joseph Blaszezyk of
Farminglon Hills took third
place In the Michigan Exchange
Clubs model alrplane
champlonships Sept. 14 at the
Ford Motor Co. Utlea Test

Track, -
He placed third in half-a-
gas free flight competltion.

LEARNING CPR.

Employees of the dental
offfces of Jacob and Selemon
Pesis took a class In
cardiopulmonary resuscltation
called “Race for Lifc” Friday
morning. .
“Qur office i3 keeplng up
wlth the classes needed to
ensure the safety of our
patients,” sald employee Sherry
Shoff.

ALL aglow.

Farmington's centrat
buslness district will light up
for the holldays — for the
second year in 8 row — asmost
merchants prepare for the
season of giviog.

‘The city will be aglow Nov.
15, ageording to project
coordinator and downtown
businessman E. Gregory
Hohler,

Downtown trees and areas
around the Downtown
Farmington Center will be
decked with 123 strings of
miniature lights.

- CHANGING posts.

Farmlngton's Downtown
Development Authority last
weck made two appolntments
and accepted one resignation
involving subcommittees,

E. Gregory Hohler whil serve
18 consurmer commit!
chalrman, replacing Robert
Chi

rist.

As a result, Hohler stepped
down as services committee
chalrman. He will be replaced
by Ron Oglesby.

FOOTNOTES: Onc year
ago this week — The American
Civii Liberties Union is
Investigating the Farmington
Hills house party ordinance,

. "We are dolng soma research
to hco il there hos been a
constitutiona! violation,” said
Dan Avrunin, legal assistance
chatrman for tho ACLU's
Oakland County Branch.

Schools are
undergoing
a renovation

By Cancy Hans
stalt writer

. Renavating, upgrading ard buying
continues as the second pnase of cap-
ital Improvements In Farmington
schools begins.

Project cstimates range from
$900,000 to $1.4 milllon. Projects
include Mems such as lighting
changes, gymnaslum floors and col-
or televison monitors, according to
deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
agan,

“What we lope to do is develop
this 50 you know all the major proj-
ccts at a glance, superintendent
Graham Lewis teld the school board
Oct. 7 during an administrative pres-
entation.

Each school build!ing, plus several
departments, are inciuded in the sec-
ond phase. The cost estimate does
not Include a proposed renovation of
the Farmington High School media
eenter this year, a project that would
bu paid from the district's capital
account.

Individual projects will be sent out
for bld and any project of more than
$5,000 — an estimated 99 percent —
will return to the board for approval.

This |5 the sccond phase of a $2.5
million capital-nceds program ap-

‘What we hope to do is
develop this so you
know all the major
projects at a glance.’
— Graham Lewis
superintendent

proved in the 1986-87 General Fund
budget last June. 1t was prompted by
the deterloration of many of the
buildings In the district, estimated to
need more than $10 mililon in re-
pairs,

TRUSTEE SUSAN Renoels called
the most recent projects “an inter-
esting list. There's a lot of variety of
equipment and what they nced
done.”

There was no mention in either the
first or second phases of barrier-free
work for school buildings; board
President Helen Prutow requested a
review of these needs.

The first phase included projects
requesicd mainly by building princi-
pals, who Inventoried thelr respec-
tive facllltles to determing needs.

Pleasc wrn 1o Page &

House race

Troy Democrat Gary Kohut will
square off against Republican in-
cumbent William Broomfleld of
Bloomficld Township in the U.S.
Housc 18th District race Tuesday,
Nov. 4.

A US. representative serves a
two-year term in the lower house
of Congress. A candidate must bea
U.S. citizen and at least 25 years

old.

In Oakland County, the 18th Dis-
trict includes:

e the cities of Farmington,

reviewed

Farmington Hills, Troy, Bloom-
ficld Hills, Birmingham, Rochester
Hills, Rochester, Auburn Fills,
Novi, Mit{ord, Wixotm, Walled Lake
and South Lyan.

© the townships of West Bloom-
tield, Bloomlield, Commeree, Mil-
ford and Lyon.

o the villages of Wolverine
Lake, Frankiln, Bingham Farms,
Beverly HIlls,

Sce Page 3A for profiles of the
candidates.

Farmington, Michigan
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All eyes were airborne during the Farmington
Hills Fire Depariment’s National Fire Preven-
tion Week open house Sunday, Oct. 5. One of
the major attractions was the rappeling/reu-
cue demonstration. Firetighters Rich Levine

NDY BOAS T/stalt photographor

RA

(on rope) and Jim Potocki (In bucket) demon- '
strated how firefighters rappel down a rope ’

from the top of tha aerlat truck’s 85-foot-long '

tadder. Ropes, knots and supporting gear '
were explained,

B i T Eal et

She battles epidemic of public apathy

8ILL BRESLER/etaM photographet

Mariene Elwell,

fo!

r the f
Ercedom Councll, played a prominent rote in the stato Republl-

can convention in Delroit.

By Joanno Maliszowaki
staif writer

Marlene Elwell can never tumn
back.

She knows too much to vefurn to
the days whon she found little need
(o pay attention to the world outslde
of her home and family.

“Onee yon become aware, it is
bard to turn it off, I can never go
back to not paylng attention,” said
Elwell, making headlines In the past
year as Michlgan coordinator of the
now-detunct Freedom Council.

The Farmington HIlls resident
can't help but wish ather Americans
would open thelr eyes to what she
seces as the erosion — divorce, pre-
marital sex, drug abuse, abortlon —
of American society.

Like many ralsed with the tradl-
tional valucs of ihe 1940s and 1950s,

FBI hunting robbery suspect

By Bob Skiar
staff wrlter

A convleted bank robber who es-
caped from a federal prison and is
belng sought In the rebbery af a
Farmington Hills bank branch
“eould wind up” on the 10 most
wanted criminal list, a FBI spokes-
man sald.

Tobert Alan Litchiicld, 38, of
Quiney, Mass,, is wanted for prison
escape and is a suspect In the rob-
berles of banks in Atlanta, Ga., Feb.
11, and Ormond Beach, Fla., May 2,
as well as Farmington Hills, Special
Agent Edward Hullinger sald.

A federal grand jury in Detrolt in-
dicted Litchlield Oct. B on charges of
armed bank robbery and imperso-
nating an IRS officer in connection

with the August robbery of the Mich-
igan Natlenal Bank branch at 28177
Orchard Lake Road, More than
$73,000 was taken,

1n each of the three robberles, the
gunman drove up and feft In a taxi-
cab, was neatly dressed, asked to
spenk to the person in charge by
name, carrled an alrline pllot map
case and elther showed or Implied
possesslon of a gun and bomb,
Hulllnger said.

vors u high llfestyle and expensive
cars.

Litchiletd was convicted in No-
vember and sentenced to 60 years in
prison for hls part in seven bank Tob-
beries in the Mlaml-Fort Lauderdale
arca between 1983 and 1985, He cs-
caped from the US. Penitenltary-
Talladega in Alabama Feb. 4.

Litchlleld became known as the
“blockhousc bandil” because he
robbed drive-up teller smténnx In

|

In two of the robberies,
the one In Farminglon Hills, the
robber posed as an IRS agent, Hull-
inger said.

KNOWN AS Florlda’s blockhouse
bandlt, Litchtield was arrested in
March 1985 and charged with seven
counts of bank robbery. He was de-
seribed as a dapper gunman who fa-

beck bulldi sald.

“In some cases, he'd walt in the
bushes, then put a gun at the tellers
as they walked to their statlons car-
rying money.”

Litchfleld scrved ahout three
years In federal prison in the 1970s
after being convicled of robbing a
bank in St. Louis, Mo., in 1974.

Elwell was taken aback by the tu-
multuous 1960s.

The traditional famlly valucs that
had served as a guide for her life and
that she was attempting to pass on to
her flve children suddenly became
passe,

Whlle she was busy teaching her
children about morality and values
that were part of her Catholle upbr-
inging, they were busy living ln a2
world where everything their
mother believed was unpopular and
old-fashloned, said Elwel), 49.

“] was shocked about the change
in mores. Everything that I believed
In scemed to be attacked. A lot of

changes and turmoll occurred within
my peer group,” she sald.

THE WOMEN'S movement, for
example, caused many conflicts
amang women ralsed to belleve that
being a wife and mother was good.
suddenty, It wasn't the right thing to
do, Efwell said.

As time wore on and the '60s
turned to the '70s, Elwell grew ticed
of sitting back and just watching and
hoping that all she belleved In was
not totally lost.

One of the changes (hat drew
Elwell out of the home and into the
spotlight was_legallzation of abor-
tlon In 1872, When Proposition B was
put on the ballot that year, she dug
in her heels, rolled up her sleeves
and worked to defeat it.

Though she had no professional
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