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Not guilty
Verdict reached in fatal fight

By Blll Caapor
. staff wrlter

QOne of the two defendants facing
. murder charges in conncctlon with
the May death of a 30-ycar-old
Farmington Hiils man was sct free
Oct. 6 alter belng found not gullty by

a Wayne Clrcult Court jury,

Michael Brock, described by Red-
ford police as a drifter from Plne-
ville, Ky., returned home with fami-
Iy members who attended the elght-
day trial before Judge Maureen P,
Rellly, hls court-appainted attorney,
Gerald Conlcy sald.

‘The jury handed down its verdict
after dellberating for a llttle more
than an honr, Conley sald.

Brock was charged with second-
degree murder In connection with
the death of Gregory A. Link, the fa-
ther of a 2-year-old hoy, following a
May 23 fight outside the Double 00
Pub, 25044 Grand River in Redford
Townshlp.

A SECOND mau, Douglas Sayers,
also charged wilh second-degree
murder tn the same incident, Is
scheduled to go to trial Oct. 21.be-
fore Wayne Clreuit Judge Paul S.
Teranes,

A not gullty plea was entered on
Sayers' behalf at arraignment in
June before 17th District Judge John
Dillon in Redford, He was freed af-
ter positng bond. -

A not guilty plea also had been en-
tered for Brock after he stood mute
at his arraignment (n June. Alter po-
lice obtalned Brock's identlty, he
wag arrested June 3 in his hometown
by Pincvlile police.

A week later, Sayers, a self-em-
ployed [ron worker, surrendered to
Redford pollce in the company of his
father, Al Sayers.

Brock and Saycers were renting ad-
jolning rooms in a Redford apart-
ment complex on Grand Rlver at the
time of the Incldent, which occurred
In the Double 00 Pub’s parklng lot,

Police, family members and
Link's girlfriend, Karen Layden of
Llvonta, expresscd dlsbellef and dis-
appointment with the verdict.

Layden, the only witness to fight,
was not in court Monday when the
Jury rendered its decislon. She sald
she was Informed of the verdict by
Redford police.

“I CAN'T believe he was found not
guilty,” she said in a telephone Inter-
view Tuesday. “The verdict is totally
wrang.”

“I'm disappolated by the verdict,”
sald Redford pelice Sgt. John Bom-
marito, who headed the investigation
of Link's death. “But that's what the
jury declded and we have to live
withit.”

A member of the Link family, who
requested anonymity for fear of
reprisal sald,"We're really disap-
pointed, We believe he (Brock) is
gullty. But if a jury said he's not, we
may have gotten our facts mixed up.

“We're niot sure of the facts,” she
satd. “I think maybe there wasn't
enough conerete evidence agalnst
him (Brock). We just want the truth
of the matter.”

Conlcy sald he talked to some of
the jurors, who to!d him that they
feit the evldenee was insufficient to
conviet Brock, who testlfied that he
was not involved in the fight with
Link, a former Westland resident.

Layden testifled that two men had
had hit Link several times in the
body with thelr flsts, Conley said.

BUT TESTIMONY by Oakland
County Mcdlcal examiner Bill G.
Brooks, who performed the autopsy
on Link, and an attending physlelan
at Botsford General Hospltal in
Farmington Hills both testlfied that
there was no physical evidence of a
beating as described by Layden,
Conley sald.

Brooks testified that Link dled
from a skul! fracture that resulted in

a blood clot.

Conley sald he argued that Link's
death may have resulted from a
blow to his head after he was
knocked down In the fight and fell on
a cement parking bumper.

Brock testified that after he left
the bar at about 2 am., he hea
Sayers and Link arguing, Conley
sald. The next thing he knew, Link
was lying on the ground and Sayers
sald, ‘Let's go,' " Conley said in re-
counting Brock's testimany,

Brock, 25, at the time of the inci-
dent, frst met Sayers, then 32, on
the night of the Incldent after he
asked for a ride from Sayers to get
gas for his van, which ran dry at
Grand River and Scven Mile In Red-
ford, Conley sald. °

AFTER GETTING gas for Brock's
van, they drove separately to the
Double 0¢ Pub for a drink, Conley
sald. They met Layden at the bar
and Brock conversed briefly with
her, he said,

According to Conley, Brock told
Layden she smelled good, but that
was the only conversation he had
wlth her.

Layden testlfled that she [nitiated
a conversation with Sayers and chal-
lenged him to an arm-wrestling
match, Conley sald. Afterwards,
they returned to thelr tables, he sald.

Brock clalmed that he and Sayers
left the pub separately, Conley sald.

PTA enroliment peaks

Longaere Elementary in Farming-
ton Is the {lrst school in the state to

bership by spring.
Membership chairwoman Molly
Vitlar the state PTA off-

reach 100 percent in s
Parent Teacher Association.

“Qnly two dozen PTAs in the state
reach 100 percent” during a school
year," according to informatlon
from organlzers, “It's a coveted
award at the state PTA convention
in May."

‘The group signed 474 PTA mem-
bers, more than the school’s enroll-
ment, at a recent open house and Hot
dog Dinner held at the beginning of
the school year as a kickoll to the
PTA membership drive.

Thls compares with last year,
when the group obtained 100 mem-

lee in Lansing and was teld the Lon-
gacre group was the first PTA In
Michlgan to get 100 percent enroll-
ment. “We've long been provd that
100 percent of our school stalf are
PTA members t00," a release from
the loeal PTA sald.

Each PTA member’s name ap-
pears on a star which Is hanging in
the Longacre school [ront hall, Those
making it possible included Tina
Seed, Lorl Brown, Cathy Young,
Judy Heikkinen, Alana Greer and
Debhle Cornwell.

CONSIDER

MINK

Choose her mink
from our elegant N

collection of i
full-length

coats, sporty jackets
and reversibles, A 1
luxurious choice
of styles in
this season’s
popular light

Jacobsons

Apparel Store « Birmingham

It ponted tury fateled
10 shaw cauntty of ong

shades.

We walcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express' Card.

Shop untll 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday

Until. 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

At the "Empire;’ we offer the best facllities around and
the greatest varlety of fitness activities to choose from.
You deserve the best, and we wouldn't offer you less.

‘The "Empire" offers you Nautllus, Universal, Body Master,
olymplc type free welghts, aerobicycles, computerows,
aeroblcs, aquatics, steam room, Finnish sauna, whirlpool,
olymplc style swimming pool, tanning booths,
and much, much more. B

WE CAN NOT GUARANTEE
How you'll do in the stock market,
or, When you'll get your next raise,
or, How your love life will turn out...

BUt, We can GUARANTEE f

- *Ifyou're not fully ;-
-satisfied with the
< Empire.within the ;.
- first two.weeks, we -
wili fully refund.your-.
money. Call today'at
-427-7300and- - - -
ask-for:the:best:
~You'll'Getit!
\VERAGE BASED ON Asu‘nnv}ﬁ:my :
OF.2.YEAR RENEWAB)JE MEMBERSHIE. " |
. OTHER MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE,

JOIN TODAY! Call today 427-7300 Don't miss out on this Limited Offer!

Open 7 Days a week
17235 Middle Belt
One block north of 6 Mile Road

JOIN THE NUMBER 1 HEALTH CLUB IN LIVONIA with over $2,000,000 facilitiest

goungzll Monday - Frid,
an dally Monday - Frida
eﬁm-w‘u ’ Y
Saturday - Sunday
9AM-6PM

COMPLETE
CO-ED
FACILITIES
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