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Candidates ask ‘cooperation’ on group homes

By Tim Richard
stait writer

Local governments shouldn’t have
a velo over location of state-paid
group homes for the retarded, but
the state makes Its own job casier by
consulting with home-town offlcials.

That was the consensus of candi-
dates — both Republican and Demo-
eratle — to a question from the As-
sociatlon for Retarded Citlzens of
Oakland County. The gathering last
week drew 21 candidates and an au-
dlence of 30 to a Birmingham 1l-
brary.

“Communlcation” was the key to
sate-locat 1

said repeatedly.

IN THE '708, the state adopted a
policy of placing retarded persons In
resldential group homes rather than
in institutions.

Local units have sought to limit
the number and size of group homes
through zoning restrictions, poputa.
tlon limits, caps on the number of
restdents in each, and so on, Courl
battles have been won by the state.

ARC asked candidales for the
Oakland County board if local ofil-
cials should have “any control* over
group hames.

Democrat Paul Owen Ashba, chal-
lenger in the 22nd District (Birming-
ham and part of Southficld), said
“there should not be controls, How-
ever, the department (Mental
Health) should consult with local of-

fictals. When a group home goes in,
these arc the people who are flrst
contacted.” :

Donald Jensen, Blrmingham city
comemissloner who won the GOP pri-
mary, sald that “people in the tocal
communlty look to local officials. It
city offlcials are surprised , . . He
sald local units should not provide
for specifle locatlons.

“THE PROBLEM Is I

Southticld, cailed direct control of

of district

f  Davld Moffitt did not attend, The
ddles corners of Farm-

group home sites “a r

the state” but advised the state to
develop “a closer working relatlon-
ship with the county mental health

ington Hills and the townshlps of
Bloomfield, Southiicld and West
Bloemfield.

board. Pernlck deplored the fact that

Republicans have denled Democrats

any scats on that board.

‘The “hidden issue,” said Democrat
Charles Salgat 'of the 13th Distrlct
h Is of dates were asked If they would sup-

tlon," sald Commissloner Susan
Kuhn, R-Clawson, whose 12th Dis-
trict includes part of Troy. “All of us
support helping those who are less
fortunate.”

Harold Robinson, Democratic
nominee in the 12th Distriet, did not
attend. .

Commissloner Larry Pernlek, D-

(Troy,
the publle.

“The people do not
know,” sald Salgat, who is sceking
the seat held by Commlssioner Rob-

ANOTHER ARC member ques:
tioncd complained of “long waiting
lines” for mental health services for
ke developmentally disabled. Candi-

port expanded services to reduce
waiting lists.
Democrat Ashba of the 22nd Dis-

ert Page, R-Blrmingham. Page did trict said he would “oppose emplre-

not attend,
“The less restrictions placed o

selectlon of sites, the better,” said Al

Zolton, Democratle nominee in thi

15th District, Republican Incumbent

10,000 balloons to publicize lupus

More than 10,000 balloons will be
launched at several locatlons
throughout Michigan during the
month of October to observe Lupus
Awareness Month.

Each balloon will represent some-
one in Michigan who has a little-
known illness called systemle Jupus
e)l"ylhemnmsls (SLE) or lupus, for
short.

Lupus can range from a very mild
disorder to a serious, disabling, life-
threatening illness. The majorlty of
cases of lupus can be it

THE MICHIGAN Lupus Founda-
tlon wlll sponsor an awareness and
screening day on Oct. 25 from 10
am. to 4 pm. in the community
reom of Northland Center, Green-
fleld at Eight Mile roads In South-
fleld.

Doctors will speak throughout the
day and a free screening lest for
Tupus will be offered.

Gov. James J. Blanchard kicked
off the event by launching 5,000 bal-
loons from the State Capltol lawn
Oct. 1.

The Lupus F

diagnosed carly and proper trcat-
ment ls implemented.

a
statewide organizatlon, s a patient-
oriented volunteer health agency

headquartered at 19001 E. Eight
Mlle Road, East Detrolt.

SYMPTOMS OF lupus are joint
paln, fatigue, unusual swelling, pleu-
risy-like chest pain, low-grade fever
and a sun-sensltive rash, These
symptoms usually come and go over
a long perlod of time without a de-
terminatlon of their cause.

The discase is more common than
muscular dystrophy, leukemia, or
multlple sclerosls. -

An estimated onc milllon Ameri-
cans have this disease and 5,000 dic
from it each year. Although anyone
of clther sex, any race, of any age
can get this disease, It most often af-
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building in Pontiac” to pay for such
n  services.
But Republican Jensen of the 22nd
e countered, “I don’t get the impres-
sion the county [s stingy as [nr as

mental health s concerned,” adding
that "I hope sincerely that ways can
be found.”

Commissioncr Susan Kuhn, R-
Clawson, sald communlty mental
health funds arc provided on a 90-10
statc-county basls, and that the state
has been short oftener than the coun-

1y.

_Democrat Salgat of the 13th Dis-
trict asked, “If this county — the
third of fourth richest in the US. —
can't take care of its own, who can?”

“luman services are taking a
beating,” sald Democrat Zolten of
the 15th District. “That's uncons-
clonable.” 3

Answers from state legiclative
candidates were reported in tast

Thursday's editions.
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